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Message from Executive Director’s Desk 

 

 

The year 2012 has a special significance for SDPI. It is our 20th anniversary year. Since August 1992 when 

SDPI was founded till today, we have been consistently trying to bridge research-policy gaps through our 

independent research, effective policy outreach, and capacity building. During last 20 years, SDPIans did not 

lose their momentum and kept striving to deliver better than their previous years’ output. The same holds 

true for 2012 and I am happy to report that building upon our research findings of 2011, we strengthened our 

programs on food security, energy governance, poverty assessment, peace and conflict resolution, cost of 

economic non cooperation and inclusive economic growth etc. 

 SDPI played a major role in getting a new federal ministry, “Ministry of National Food Security and 

Research (MNFS&R)” established in 2011. We kept on supporting the cause of food security and it was 

through our joint efforts with MNFS&R, FAO, and the WFP which led to launch of “National Zero Hunger 

Program” by no less than Prime Minister of Pakistan in March 2012. The then prime minister Mr Yousaf 

Raza Gillani especially appreciated the contributions of SDPI while announcing the launch of National Zero 

Hunger Program. 

 It was in 2003-04 when SDPI in collaboration with the WFP ranked the districts of Pakistan on the basis of 

their food security. The first of its kind report was updated in 2009-10. The third report of this series is being 

compiled again with the WFP support on the request of MNFS&R. State of Food Security in Pakistan 2012-

13 report would reflect the food security situation of post floods (2010 and 2011) Pakistan.  

Another flagship research produced in 2012 was the assessment of power sector governance in Pakistan. 

Karachi Electricity Supply Corporation (KESC)’s post privatization performance was used as a case study to 

reflect that privatization san independent regulatory bodies (National Electricity and Power Regulatory 

Authority  in this case) would not yield positive results. Our researchers, using NEPRA and KESC reports 

established that KESC’s fuel efficiency (electricity produced per unit of fuel) was much less than some of the 

government and other private generation companies. Our recommendation that fuel efficiency should be an 

important indicator to allocate subsidized natural gas to any electricity generation company was echoed not 

only in the parliament and the national press but also in NEPRA meetings.  

Our research on energy governance is expanding and currently, we are working on governance issues in oil 

sector of Pakistan. We do hope that our research findings would help in alleviating the chronic energy crisis 

facing Pakistan. 

Government of Pakistan has not released the poverty figures since 2008. Our researchers, using 

multidimensional poverty index technique suggested that 31% population of Pakistan was living below 

poverty line. Here it is pertinent to mention that the government has more than once endorsed our 2010’s 

findings that 48.6% population of Pakistan was food insecure. We are planning to further expand our work 

on multidimensional poverty index assessment so that appropriate policies may be chalked out to tackle 

poverty in Pakistan.  
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SDPI also helped Ministry of Climate Change and Ministry of Foreign Affairs in preparing their “Country 

Position Paper” for Rio+20 conference on Sustainable Development which took place in Brazil in June 2012. 

SDPI was part of official delegation to Rio+20 conference.  

SDPI was the only organization from South Asia to submit a resolution on mercury issues at IUCN Global 

Conservation Congress 2012 in view of the ongoing global negotiations on phasing out of mercury. The 

resolution supported by more than 90 organizations from 23 countries including Pakistan was adapted by 88 

per cent votes in favor. There were over 6,000 delegates from different parts of the world in this congress. 

 Dear Readers, the above mentioned initiatives –Zero Hunger Program, Power Sector Governance, 

Multidimensional Poverty Assessment, work on green economy for Rio+20 conference, and resolution on 

mercury issues – were  non funded assignments, meaning SDPI used its own savings to conduct these 

assignments. To me the fact that we were able to meet the research demands of policy makers without asking 

for any financial support from any partner organization or funding agency is a quantum leap. Non profit, 

independent research organizations in developing countries often get accused of designing their research 

agendas in line with their funders’ priorities. Thanks to my dedicated team, we have proved that at SDPI, 

research agenda is set to respond the requirement of policy makers and it is irrespective of availability of 

funds from any funding partner. 

The list of our achievements in year 2012 goes on and on and you would have to go through this report to 

know more about them. I would only like to touch upon an important policy outreach event, South Asia 

Economic Summit (SAES). This event also known as South Asia Economic Forum has been held in 

Colombo, Delhi, Kathmandu, and Dhaka in the past. In 2012, it was SDPI’s turn to organize the same in 

Islamabad. Fifth SAES was a hug success and proved yet another feather in our cap.  

In the end of my remarks, let me mention that year 2012 gave us a big shock in March 2012 when SDPI’s 

MIS and WEB Coordinator, a wonderful human being, and our dear friend Abdul Nasir Khan passed away 

due to fatal heart attack. Nasir dedicated his life for SDPI and was an asset for the organization especially 

during the period of our financial crunch. Since 2007, he and I used to finalize SDPI’s annual report. This 

year he is not with us but I am sure he must be feeling proud of SDPI’s achievements sitting somewhere in 

heavens. I dedicate this year’s annual report to his loving memories. 

 

 

Abid Qaiyum Suleri 

Executive Director, SDPI 
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This Annual Report is Dedicated 

to Late Abdul Nasir Khan 



 ANNUAL REPORT 2012 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT POLICY INSTITUTE 4 

 

CONTENTS 

 

 
About SDPI ......................................................................................................................................................... vi 
Board of Governors .......................................................................................................................................... vii 
20 Years of SDPI ................................................................................................................................................ ix 
Organogram ........................................................................................................................................................ xii 
SDPI’s Survey Map ........................................................................................................................................... xiii 
SDPI’s Capacity Building Map ....................................................................................................................... xiv 
Executive Summary ........................................................................................................................................... xv 
Abbreviations.................................................................................................................................................. xxvii 
 
NEW INITIATIVES 2012 ........................................................................................................... 1 

AWAZ Voice and Accountability Program ..................................................................................................... 2 
SDPI-IDRC Scholarship on Governance, Security and Justice in South Asia .......................................... 3 
Internal e-newsletter ............................................................................................................................................ 4 
Revival  of Paidar Taraqee and Dharti ............................................................................................................. 5 
 
RESEARCH AT SDPI ................................................................................................................. 7 

Economy/Trade .................................................................................................................................................. 8 
Poverty Alleviation ............................................................................................................................................ 13 
Gender  ................................................................................................................................................................ 20 
Livelihood ........................................................................................................................................................... 22 
Peace and Conflict ............................................................................................................................................. 24 
Food Security ...................................................................................................................................................... 32 
Rural Development/Urbanization/Migration .............................................................................................. 35 
Political Economy of Research/Refugees ..................................................................................................... 37 
Governance ......................................................................................................................................................... 38 
Corporate Social Responsibility ....................................................................................................................... 39 
Climate Change and Environment .................................................................................................................. 41 
Energy Governance/Water .............................................................................................................................. 45 
Health/Education .............................................................................................................................................. 48 
Agriculture ........................................................................................................................................................... 51 
Religious Diversity ............................................................................................................................................. 52 
 
MONITORING AND EVALUATION/SURVEY UNIT .................................................................... 53 

 

POLICY ADVOCACY & OUTREACH UNIT ................................................................................. 61 

Sustainable Development Conference ........................................................................................................... 63 
  
Policy Outreach Events ........................................................................................................... 67 
Pakistan-India Track II Dialogue on Climate (Change) for Peace ............................................................ 67 
National Conference on Zero Hunger Program .......................................................................................... 68 
National Consultation on Green Economy .................................................................................................. 69 
5th South Asia Economic Summit 2012 ........................................................................................................ 71 



ANNUAL REP ANNUAL REPORT 2012 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT POLICY INSTITUTE 5 

 
SDPI IN CYBER SPACE ........................................................................................................... 77 

Sustainable Development Television (SDTV) .............................................................................................. 78 
Web Portal .......................................................................................................................................................... 80 
Website of 5th South Asia Economic Summit ............................................................................................... 82 
 

PUBLICATION UNIT .............................................................................................................. 83 

Ahmed Salim Resource Centre  ....................................................................................................................... 84 
 
CENTRE FOR CAPACITY BUILDING ......................................................................................... 89 

 
SUPPORT UNITS ................................................................................................................... 95 

1): Management Information System ............................................................................................................. 96 
2): Human Resource Unit ................................................................................................................................. 96 
3): Admin and Finance Units ........................................................................................................................... 97 
 
ACHIEVEMENTS ................................................................................................................... 99 

 
ONCE SDPIAN, ALWAYS SDPIAN ......................................................................................... 103 

 
IN MEMORY OF ABDUL NASIR KHAN .................................................................................. 107 

 
ANNEXURES ....................................................................................................................... 117 

Annexure 1: Publications ................................................................................................................................ 118 
Annexure 2: SDPI Partner Organizations ................................................................................................... 120 
Annexure 3: Seminars...................................................................................................................................... 125 
Annexure 4: SDPI Staff .................................................................................................................................. 139 
Annexure 5: Trainings ..................................................................................................................................... 142 
Annexure 6: List of Articles ........................................................................................................................... 144 
Annexure 7: Financial Summary .................................................................................................................... 147 

  



 ANNUAL REPORT 2012 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT POLICY INSTITUTE 6 

 
 

About SDPI 

 

 

Sustainable Development Policy Institute is an independent, public interest think tank that is not only a 

knowledge generator but also a knowledge disseminator. It provides research based policy advice to public, 

private and voluntary organizations as well as legislators, policy makers, students, journalists, trade unions, 

farmers etc.  

Founded twenty years ago (August 1992) on the recommendation of Pakistan National Conservation Strategy 

(NCS), also called Pakistan’s Agenda 21, SDPI was registered under Societies Registration Act XXI of 1860. 

The NCS outlined the need for an independent non-profit organization to serve as a source of expertise for 

policy analysis and development, policy intervention, and policy program advisory services.  

Mission 

To catalyze the transition towards sustainable development defined as the enhancement of peace, social 

justice and well being within and across generations. 

Vision 

Be the center of excellence on sustainable development policy research, capacity building and advocacy in 

Pakistan. 

Mandate 

To  

Conduct policy advice, policy oriented research and advocacy from a broad multi-disciplinary perspective and 

promote the implementation of policies, programs, laws and regulations based on sustainable development. 

Strengthen civil society and facilitate civil society-government interaction through collaboration with other 

organizations and activist networks. 

Disseminate research findings and public education through the media, conferences, seminars, lectures, 

publications and curricula development.  

Contribute to building up national research capacity and infrastructure and improve global governance in 

collaboration with regional and international civil society networks. 
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Board of Governors 

 

 

SDPI's Board of Governors consists of distinguished individuals selected from numerous disciplines 

including economics, law, community development, media, social sciences, business and industry, 

engineering, biology, chemistry, and science and technology. An introduction to  the Board of Governors is 

given below:  
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20 years of SDPI: Bridging the gap between 

Research & Policy  

 

SDPI has completed 20 years of its existence. The institution earned a good fame in its starting years through 

excellent research and bold advocacy initiatives. From advocating against economic, social and political 

injustices to communication during the early three years, the institution held two Sustainable Development 

Conferences (September 1995, August 1996), which along with regional and international collaboration, also 

opened the doors for discussions and negotiations.  

Right in the first year of its establishment in 1992, SDPI, through its strong advocacy campaign, forced 

WAPDA not to play with the health of people. That year WAPDA wanted to construct a grid station in 

highly populated area. That grid station at a 40 feet distance from a residential area was a threat to the life of 

people. Residents of the area filed an appeal against the violation of human rights. SDPI provided technical 

aid to the affected people. The institute appealed to the international Research Network to provide material 

regarding this research and through the information acquired this way, it presented its point of view before 

Supreme Court of Pakistan. The court directed WAPDA to ensure that such type of projects may not harm 

human health.  

In 1996, freelance journalist Col (Rtd) Anayat Ullah, ex-professor of Quaid-i-Azam University Dr Ali Alp 

Arsalan, and social workers including Naeem Sadiq, Nauman Naqvi and Mishka Zaman collectively 

challenged a housing scheme of Quaid-i-Azam University, which was being planned on the university 

premises, before the Rawalpindi bench of Lahore High Court. They pleaded that this scheme will open the 

avenues of private ownership of the university land and that this is quite possible that future employees of the 

university might wish to use this right resultantly giving away all the university land to the private ownership. 

They further pleaded that the government decision of searching land for employees’ housing society 

elsewhere in Islamabad has never been implemented. The campaign won in saving the university land.  

During the twenty years, dozens of research based advocacies were done. They were published on a large 

scale in English, Urdu and other languages. In its 20th year of establishment, “Pakistan Power Sector 

Outlook” (August, 2012) by Arshad H Abbasi and a research report “District Level Poverty Profile of 

Pakistan” (September 2012) by Arif Naveed/ Nazim Ali are continuity of the same pattern that was set 20 

years back in its first year in 1992. Both of these reports are very timely and depict the true picture of 

prevailing situation. Mr Abbasi boldly analyzed the post privatization situation of KESC. Similarly Arif 

Naveed and Nazim Ali elaborated the critical nature of poverty in their results. Poverty problems in Pakistan 

need the similar guidance.  

Being a think tank, list of achievements of the organization is quite long. Research programme of the 

institution is comprehensive along with the problems confronted by environment, governance, human 

progress, macro-economics, education, social justice, health, equality, human rights, and minorities.  

Ahmed Saleem 

Senior Research Advisor  
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Organogram 
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SDPI’s Survey Map 
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SDPI’s Capacity Building Map 
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Executive Summary 

 

 

The end of 2012 marks the 20 years of SDPI operations in the field of research, policy advocacy and capacity 

building. Today SDPI has in its credit hundreds of research initiatives, studies, policy briefs and policy papers  

in various disciplines including economy, climate change, water and energy, governance, food security, 

poverty alleviation, health and education, gender, peace and conflict etc. 

The year ending 2012 has proved highly fruitful for SDPI owing to the untiring efforts and unflinching 

dedication of its staff and their allegiance to the organization’s vision and mission. During the year, dozens of 

research studies were conducted in different areas showing fruitful results. A large number of advocacy as 

well as capacity building workshops were arranged to modify the design and implementation of SDPI model. 

Worth mentioning is the holding of 5th South Asia Economic Summit and the 15th Sustainable 

Development Conference. Certain new initiatives were also taken along with a variety of achievements. A 

brief summary of the organizational work, progress and its operations is given below. 

 

New Initiatives  

AAWAZ  

AAWAZ is a UKAid funded Voice and Accountability Programme in Pakistan to strengthen civil society. 

The programme focuses on strengthening democratic process to make it more open, inclusive and 

accountability-oriented. SDPI is leading the “Policy, advocacy, research and results” component of Aawaz.  

IDRC-SDPI Fellowships   

International Development Research Centre (IDRC) in collaboration with the Sustainable Development 

Policy Institute has launched Fellowships in Governance, Security and Justice in South Asia. SDPI has 

granted fellowships to the students of South Asian countries for their M. Sc and Ph. D programs.  

Internal e-Newsletter 

In an attempt to strengthen internal communication and promote the culture of tyransparency and openness, 

an internal e-Newsletter is being produces every month. 

Revival of Paidar Tarraqi and Dharti  

SDPI’s Urdu Journals, Paidar Tarraqi and Dhart, have been revived after five years. The Urdu unit was closed 

due to financial constraints resulting in closure of Paidar Tarraqi and Dharti. We at SDPI firmly believe that 

research based information and policy recommendations should reach the common man, as majority of our 

literate population can read urdu or native languages.  
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RESEARCH AT SDPI 

ECONOMY/TRADE 

Cost of Economic Non-cooperation to Consumers in South Asia–Phase II 

The main objective of the study is to generate better political buy-in for enhanced and improved intra-

regional trade in South Asia by conducting some research based advocacy on customs-related and other 

procedural non-tariff barriers. Policy recommendations derived from phase –I of this project are being 

disseminated to key stakeholder groups in this phase.  

India-Pakistan Trade Normalization 

The research initiative aims to support the track-I initiatives through developing B2B India-Pakistan Trade 

and Marketing web as well as revisiting and updating sector-specific NTBs faced by India and Pakistan. 

Illegal Economy in Pakistan                                                                          

The findings of this research study indicate that currently the most lucrative type of business for organized 

criminals is drug and precursors trafficking followed by migrant smuggling and human trafficking, arms 

trafficking, the illegal timber trade and then kidnapping for ransom.  

Estimating Size & Operations of Public Sector & its Impact on Wheat Market in Pakistan  

The study focuses on various government institutions involved in governance of agriculture (wheat) sector at 

national or sub-national level.  

FDI in India: Prospects for Pakistan 

The study seeks to explore investment opportunities in India and concerns of Pakistani investors, who are 

interested in making investment there after India has allowed Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) from Pakistan 

in August 2012.  

 

POVERTY ALLEVIATION 

Poverty & Social Impact Analysis of Extended Program on Immunization  

After a detailed review of literature on the subject the study points out the few gaps in Extended Program on 

Immunization (EPI) and suggests some measures for possible redressal. The study shows that impact of 

climate change induced disasters and conflict on EPI progress has not been quantitatively investigated. 

Social Assessment of Pakistan Poverty Alleviation Fund (PPAF) 

The overarching aim of the two social assessment studies was to analyze social issues, and institutional 

viability of organizations working at grass roots level to undertake socially responsible development in line 

with PPAF core values of inclusion, accountability, good governance, transparency and environmental 

awareness.  
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Poverty & Social Impact Analysis of Workers Welfare Fund (WWF) 

The project focuses on the policy impact questions regarding employment, socio-economic, and poverty 

impact of WWF and how the government can improve its effectiveness?  

'Pakistan: Progress and Bottlenecks towards achieving MDGs'  

The study discusses the reasons for Pakistan’s poor performance on MGDs and particularly suggests that the 

strengthening of institutional framework for MDGs particularly policy planning, implementation and 

coordination between various tiers of the government will be crucial to close the gaps towards the 

achievement of MGDs.   

Clustered Deprivations: District Level Analysis of Multidimensional Poverty in Pakistan  

SDPI researchers believe that poverty is not merely the economic poverty. After employing the 

Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) methodology over the Pakistan Standard of Living Measurement 

(PSLM) data 2008-09, the study provides the estimates of multidimensional poverty on indicators pertaining 

to four dimensions of poverty i.e; education, health, asset ownership and living conditions. The study ranks 

districts of Pakistan on the basis of their  poverty.  

 

GENDER 

Review of Gender Justice Protection (GJP) Program 

The Review of Gender Justice Protection (GJP) Program aims at assessing the extent to which the UKaid-

funded program has achieved the overall purpose and outputs and contributed to goals as set out in the 

logical framework.  

Gender and Environmental Migration 

The Gender and Environmental Migration (GEM) project aims at collecting gender disaggregated data on 

local perceptions of climate change and variability and on adaptation strategies to climate change impact in 

Karakoram region of Gilgit-Baltistan as well as in Indus River Delta (Sindh). 

 

LIVELIHOOD 

Secure Livelihoods Research Consortium (SLRC) 

SLRC’s Pakistan research program aims to address the knowledge gaps, generating robust and usable 

evidence that will help inform livelihoods policy and programs in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP), and perhaps 

further afield.  
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Livelihood futures in resource-scarce areas and quest for inclusion of marginal groups 

Main focus of the research is analysis of access of the poor people to food and support structures (social 

safety nets) as well as adaptation strategies in the realm of climate change and food insecurity 

Technical review of the GoP’s draft Disaster Response Action Plan for cash transfers 

The main objective of this project was to support the technical review of the Government of Pakistan’s draft 

Disaster Response Action Plan through a consultative process. The Action Plan will support the Government 

of Pakistan (GoP) to improve their social protection measures during and after disasters, specifically the 

delivery of disaster support through cash transfers.  

 

PEACE AND CONFLICT 

Perception Survey on Reconciliation in Malakand Division 

The survey carried out in six districts of Malakand division aims at providing evidence base, impact and 

perception about reconciliation among the indigenous population of Malakand division.  

Peace in Pakistan – EU 

The main objective of the research is to explore local perceptions (at community and household level) about 

private sector (business) as ‘agents of peace’ and conduct analysis of economic drivers of conflict and an 

assessment of the policy environment for inclusive economic reforms.  

Civil-military imbalance and its policy implications 

The evidence base being gathered through panel discussion seeks to address the broader issue of civil-military 

imbalance, its impact on policy-making and a prognosis for the future. 

Effects of Militancy and Impact Trend of Rehabilitation Activities in Malakand Division 

The focus of the study is to empirically determine the effects of militancy on the socio-economic conditions 

and to determine the impact trends of ongoing rehabilitation activities in Malakand Division against the 

baseline provided by DNA report.  

Promotion of Dialogue for Peace Building through Media and Youth Mobilization 

The program seeks to involve and build capacities of stakeholders such as media personnel, community 

leaders and youth to contribute in peace building activities. This will help generate peace dialogue at grass 

roots level in order to develop and present models of coexistence, tolerance and moderate attitudes across 

Pakistan.  
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Baseline Survey on Perception of Youth & Policy Makers About Mediation and Dialogue for Peace 

Building in Pakistan 

The baseline study will serve as benchmark for evaluation of the programs implemented by SFCG for 

advancing role of youth, political leaders in peace building in KP and FATA region.    

 

FOOD SECURITY 

Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation  

This was an appraisal mission launched with the objective to assist the WFP Country Office in formulating a 

Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation (PRRO) document for 2013-15 

Food Security & Nutrition Analysis 2012-13 

SDPI has been preparing ranking of districts of Pakistan on the basis of food insecurity. Current study, third 

of this series, focuses on food security situation in Pakistan, particularly after the 2010-11floods. The main 

objective of this study is to compile an up-to-date district level database on food security & nutrition 

indicators of Pakistan..  

Integrated Food Security Phase Classification 

The Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) for Food Security Analysis framework is a 

standardized tool developed by FAO and WFP to classify food security into five distinct phases. SDPI is 

using this tool to determine food insecurity situation in different parts of Pakistan. Both the food security 

analyses 2012-13 and IPC studies will help the policy makers in devising food insecurity coping strategies as 

per the local state of food insecurity.  

 

RURAL DEVELOPMENT/URBANIZATION/MIGRATION 

Contested Rural Development  

“Do non-state actors and social movements have the answers to rural poverty and inequality?” is the research 

question of the study.  The study aims to investigate the stated visions and the actual practices of such non-

state actors and social movements, with regard to overcoming poverty and inequality in rural contexts.  

Rural to urban transition and the peri-urban interface: identifying, mapping and understanding peri-

urban areas in India and Pakistan  

In order to address the problems facing peri urban areas of India and Pakistan, it is important to understand 

the nature and issues of peri-urbanzation. The comparative study would help share experiences between India 

and akistan on what worked and what did not work in resolving the problems of peri-erbanization. The teams 

began to work towards the National Status Report which aims to integrate and analyze information and data 

showing the relative degree of rural, urban and peri-urban characteristics of selected study areas.  
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Migration and Development 

The main objective of the study is to provide a better and more differentiated understanding of the role of 

knowledge and skills in the migration process in particular for a migrant’s personal and household’s 

advancement, and to explore challenges faced by the migrants in this regards.  

 

POLITICAL ECONOMY OF RESEARCH/REFUGEES 

Mapping policy relevant research and understanding political economy of research in Pakistan 

The study aims to understand the policy releted research and evaluation landscape in Pakistan. Mapping 

policy relevant research institutions will be an important step to allow policy makers and donor agencies to 

identify who the major players are, what the major research priorities are and what research is currently being 

conducted in the country. Using this maping as an entry point the study aims to enhance understanding of 

political economy of research in Pakistan. 

Integrated Solution Strategy for Afghan Refugees in Support of Volrep, Sustainable Reintegration, and 

Assistance to Host Countries (2012-2014) 

The main objective of the programme under the stakeholders’ conference was to improve the quality of life 

of Afghan refugees settled in Pakistan. The areas targeted for improvement were: health, education, water, 

sanitation, environment and livelihood, agriculture and community services.  

 

GOVERNANCE 

Political Barometers 

SDPI is currently conducting nation-wide surveys across Pakistan to understand pre-election voter 

perceptions on political trends and politics. Primary data is being collected from all provinces of Pakistan. 

The study would lead to production of a flagship report in the run-up to elections  

 

CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILTY 

Corporate Conscience CSR in Pakistan – A study 

The purpose of the study is to contextualize Corporate Social Responsibility in Pakistan. The 2-year study was 

launched in January 2010.  

Corporate Social Responsibility: Studying the sugar production process in Pakistan 

This research aims to understand the existing dynamics of CSR in the sugar production sector of Pakistan. 

The study examines the sugar industry and attempts to verify the barriers to CSR implementation.  
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South Asian Network on Sustainability and Responsibility 

The main objective of the programme is ‘raising awareness for CSR interventions and activities addressing 

social and environmental issues’, and the core strategies through which it will achieve objectives.  

 

CLIMATE CHANGE AND ENVIRONMENT 

Impact of Climate Change on Mangroves Ecosystem in South Asia 

The project seeks to provide evidence-based scientific information about the impact of climate change on 

mangrove ecosystem in South Asia. The study at to examine different climatic and hydrological factors under 

climate change scenarios and assess their linkage and interactions on mangrove ecosystems.  

Sustainable Ship-breaking Initiative (SSI) for Trade and Sustainability in Ship-breaking Industry of 

Pakistan  

SDPI is mindful of the fact that ship breaking industry in developing countries has various social and 

environmental implications, especially while breaking the chemically contaminated ships. We are working to 

explore and understand the impact of Pakistan’s ship breaking industry with a view to prepare policy 

recommendations to address the situation. 

Climate change impact on the ecosystem in Central Karakoram National Park  

The project investigated the effects of climate change in the ecosystem of Central Karakoram National Park 

(CKNP) region. It is addressing the region’s social, environmental and economic make-up. An effort was also 

made to explore the vulnerable ecosystem components such as region’s infrastructure and the local 

communities.  

Climate Change and Food Security Project 

An annotated bibliography of research on food security, vulnerability to climate variability, containing 

approximately 150 sources is being prepared. SDPI has drafted GIS maps for the visual understanding of 

food security and climate change in Pakistan. 

 

ENERGY GOVERNANCE/WATER 

Thar Coal: Myths and Realities 

The purpose of this study was to assess the technical and financial viability of Thar Coal Project. Keeping in 

view the need for revisiting energy policies and highlighting the realities of Thar Coal Project, SDPI released a 

comprehensive report titled “Thar Coal: Myths and Realities: A revisit on NEPRA’s role in encouraging coal 

exploitation in Pakistan”. The findings of the report suggest that NEPRA needs to benchmark its 

performance against the Indian Act of Electricity, which was promulgated in 2003. 
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Pakistan Power Sector Outlook: Appraisal of KESC in Post Privatization Period 

The main objective of the study is to find the root cause and underlying factors behind the ongoing energy 

crisis using Karachi Electricity Supply Corporation (KESC) as a case study and present solid, doable and 

practical solutions to the government so that the crisis could be overcome in a shortest possible time.  

Track-II Diplomacy on Water 

Keeping in mind the dire need to discuss and devise a viable solution of the issue, SDPI is partnering with the 

Stimson Center, Washington, D.C., USA and Observer Research Organization, Delhi, India to initiate the 

process of dialogue at Track-II level. In Pakistan, SDPI is the host to identify and facilitate relevant experts to 

be the part of Track-II dialogue process.  

 

HEALTH/EDUCATION 

Rapid Assessment Study for Development of Gender Responsive Campaign Strategy and IEC Manual 

The Rapid Assessment report says the government should develop a comprehensive legal and institutional 

framework for formulating rules and regulations to regulate markets of agrochemicals and to prepare 

guidelines for safe handling of such hazardous chemicals.  

Equitable Education in Pakistan 

During the one-and-a-half years of its duration, the project, through implementing Citizen Report Card 

(CRC), spread awareness on state’s obligation to provide free access to quality education to its citizens under 

Article 25-A. 

PSIA of KP Stipend Program for Female Students 

The programme focuses on the policy impact questions to know that to what extent the process of 

scholarship distribution addressed the needs of the poor and to what extent the program played a role in 

reducing gender gap as well as what systems of monitoring and accountability were employed during the 

program? 

 

AGRICULTURE 

Seed Bank in Pakistan  

The study shows that the seed industry has been divided in to formal and informal sectors. The formal sector 

constitutes the national and multinational companies whereas the informal sector comprises farmer-driven 

agricultural system. The study shows that there is no seed bank operating within the seed industry of Pakistan 

and suggest that community based seed banks should be introduced to address the problems of farmers. 
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RELIGIOUS DIVERSITY 

Promoting Freedom of Belief 

The project aims to highlight international framework and mechanism that exist to protect religious freedom 

and to assess Pakistan’s commitments to these frameworks and mechanisms. The project tends to promote 

awareness among religious minorities in Pakistan about international framework, their rights to religious 

freedom and their real life experiences. The sudy would also explore the sunderstanding of Pakistan’s majority 

community and the country’s obligations to protect religious freedom. 

 

Monitoring and Evaluation/Survey Unit 

Impact Assessment Assignment during 2012  

SDPI is carrying out the third party impact assessment, process review and monitoring and evaluation for 

various agencies and organizations working for the sustainable development in Pakistan.  During 2011- 2012, 

SDPI carried out impact assessment study and Process Review for the Sindh Rural Support Organization, 

Better Cotton Initiative, PPAF, UNDP etc. 

BCI Verification Visit 

Better Cotton Initiative is designed to make cotton production in better environment, for better environment 

and better for people who grow it. BCI implementing this initiative in Rahim Yar Khan and Sukkar and 

training farmers about how to avoid unnecessary use of pesticides and conserve nature and water. After that, 

BCI hires third party to verify that farmers have adopted this practice or not.  

 

Policy Advocacy and Outreach Units 

Policy Advocacy and Outreach Unit is mainly engaged in public interest campaigns, some of which are long-

term and others tend to respond to an emerging issue of public interest on an immediate basis. Raising 

awareness, stakeholders’ mobilization and partnership on environmental, economic, political and social issues 

is the primary agenda of the advocacy unit. The institute undertakes policy advocacy, networking & 

partnership and litigation on issues of public interest.  

Sustainable Development Conference 

The annual Sustainable Development Conference (SDC) is one of the prime congregation of people working 

in and on South Asian issues. It creates a platform for nurturing informed debate on the most pressing 

concerns that face South Asia. Each SDC is designed to reflect the existing political, economic and social 

milieu of the region and provides a forum for sharing and exchanging dialogue on sustainable development. 

The SDC series attracts leading intellectuals, development practitioners, communities and policy-makers. 
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Policy Outreach Events 

Pakistan-India Track-II Dialogue on Climate (Change) for Peace 

SDPI and Center for Science and Environment (CSE) with the support of Heinrich Boll Stiftung (HBS) 

organized a three-day seminar entitled ‘Pakistan-India Track-II Dialogue on Climate Change’ from February 

13 o 15 in Islamabad. The programme aims to instigate the collective efforts by developing an actionable 

agenda for climate change in Pakistan and India in the areas of water, energy, gender, and livelihood.  

National Conference on Zero Hunger Action Program  

SDPI was one of the co-organizers with Ministry of National Food Security for National Conference on Zero 

Hunger Program. In this conference, the prime minister of Pakistan inaugurated the ‘National Zero Hunger 

Action Program’ held from March 16 to 21. The main focus of the workshop was to trace the pathways to 

achieve food and nutritional security for a growing population while addressing the food security challenges 

in the country 

National Consultation on Green Economy 

To form a joint stance on green economy for Rio+20, SDPI organized a two-day national consultation on 

green economy from May 18 to19 in Islamabad. The recommendations from consultation were fed to 

negotiations in Rio+20.   

5th South Asia Economic Summit (SAES) 

SDPI along with other like-minded organizations in the region is the part of Track-II intiative that aims to 

catalyse regional economic integration. One of the flagship activity under this initiative is SAES. This year the 

summit was organized by SDPI in Pakistan. Recommendations of the summit sent to Saarc Secretariat and 

respective governments. 

 

SDPI on Cyber Space 

Web Portal  

http://www.sdpi.org  

The beta version is replaced with a fully functional dynamic website. The website is a knowledge based portal 

on which News, Articles, Events (Weekly Seminars, Conferences, Lectures or any other event), Policy 

Recommendations, Trainings and Workshops, Videos, Photo gallery, Publications and Research Projects are 

updated in regular intervals.  
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Sustainable Development Television  

Launched in the name of Sustainable Development Television (SDTV) in October 2011, the idea behind the 

web based TV was to make people and policy makers realize about the importance of sustainable 

development issues and to present the policy theme of SDPI while using modern tools in a more effective 

manner.SDTV is regularly producing small documentaries, news packages, experts’ interviews and making the 

most of this new medium of policy outreach.   

 

Publications Unit 

The Publication Unit is responsible for an in-house publications that are published by external printers. In 

addition, the unit takes care of publishing two regular quarterly bulletins, the Research and News Bulletin, and 

The Sustainable Economic Bulletin. Another major development has been the revival of Urdu bulletin, 

Dharti.  

 

Ahmed Salim Resource Centre 

The objective of the Ahmed Salim Resource Centre is to provide key information on varied subjects in the 

field of research on sustainable development in Pakistan providing constructive debate and policy advice to 

the government, non-government organizations, the private sector and the mass media. 

 

Centre for Capacity Building 

Center for Capacity Building (CCB), an integral unit of the Institute, addresses the nationally recognized need 

to provide high quality training to the public, private and NGO sector organizations/individuals and build 

their capacity for sustainable development. Since 1998, when it was first set up, the CCB has trained more 

than 7000 individuals, including over 2000 women. The Center has a well-established patron list. More than 

300 organizations and partners have benefited from its trainings/workshops including NGOs, private and 

public sector organizations.  

 

SUPPORT UNITS 

Management Information System (MIS) 

The MIS unit has proved its expertise in system planning, administration and management. During the year it 

upgraded its IT infrastructure.  
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Human Resource Unit 

The Human Resource Unit takes care of the issues relating recruitment, health care insurance, staff 

performance evaluation, staff benefits and concerns. 

Admin and Finance Units  

SDPI organizes a large number of events in and outside the office which is the part of its policy outreach. In 

this regard the role of Admin unit is vital.  

Finance unit looks after the financial matters of the institute.  

 

Achievements 

� National Conference on Food Security  

� IUCN GCC 2012 adopts SDPI motion to control use and release of Mercury  

� SDPI on UN REDD Observer  

� UET’s Institute of Business and Management includes SDPI study on power sector in curriculum 

� SDPI was included in official delegation for Rio+20 Conference  

 

ONCE SDPIAN, ALWAYS SDPIAN 

This slogan provides a base to claim that SDPI is a family. SDPI has a dedicated team of professionals from 

different fields, and one should be proud of being one of them. At SDPI, employees are not merely treated as 

workers rather they are valued to be the members of a family. Therefore, each of us loves to enjoy and spend 

a quality time within the organization, besides the tedious official work we do. 
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Abbreviations 
  

 

 

 

AEDB Alternative Energy Development Board  

ANF Anti Narcotics Force 

ANSA–SAR Affiliated Network for Social Accountability- South Asian Region 

APFED Asia Pacific Forum for Environment and Development 

AJK Azad Jammu and Kashmir 

CCB Centre for Capacity Building 

CGIAR Consultative Group on International Agriculture Research 

CIF Community Investment Fund 

CKNP Central Karakorum National Park 

CoP Community of Practices 

COs Community Organizations 

CPI Community Physical Infrastructure 

CPDI Centre for Peace and Development Institute 

CRC Citizen Report Card 

CSE Centre for Science and Environment 

CSO Civil Society Organization 

CSR Corporate Social Responsibility 

CUTS Consumer Unity and Trust Society 

DFID Department For International Development 

DNA Damage Need Assessment 

EPA Environmental Protection Agency 

EPI Extended Program on Immunization 

FAO Food and Agriculture Organization 

FAST University  Foundation for the Advancement of Science and Technology 

FATA Federally Administered Tribal Areas 

FBR Federal Board of Revenue 

FDI Foreign Direct Investment 

FES Friedrich Eibert Stiftung 

FGDs Focus Group Discussions 

FIA Federal Investigating Agency 

FLA Fair Labour Association 

G-B Gilgit-Baltistan 

GCC Global Climate Change 

GEM Gender and Environment Migration 

GDP Gross Domestic Product 

GIS Geographic Information System 

GJP Gender Justice Program 

GoP Government of Pakistan 
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GLOF Glacial Lake Outburst Flood 

HBS Heinrich Boll Stiftung 

HH Household 

IGGs Income Generating Grants 

ICRIER Indian Council of Research and International Economic Relations 

IDPs Internally Displaced Persons 

IDRC International Development Research Centre 

IESCO Islamabad Electric Supply Company 

INGO International Non-Governmental Organization 

IPC Integrated food security Phase Classification 

IPCC Inter-governmental Panel on Climate Change   

IPPs Independent Power Producers 

IUCN  International Union for Conservation of Nature 

KESC Karachi Electric Supply Company 

KP  Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 

LSOs  Local Support Organizations 

MDGs  Millennium Development Goals 

MHI Micro Health Insurance 

MIS  Management Information System 

MoWP Ministry of Water and Power 

MPI Multidimensional Poverty Index 

NAB National Accountability Bureau  

NADRA National Database Regulatory Authority 

NCCR  National Centres of Competence in Research 

NDMA  National Disaster Management Authority 

NEPRA National Electric Regulatory Authority 

NIDA  National Institute on Drug Abuse 

NRSP National Rural Support Program 

NTBs Non-Tariff Barriers 

NTDC National Transmission and Dispatch Company 

NUST National University of Science and Technology 

ODA Official Development Association 

PCP Planning Commission of Pakistan 

PEPCO Pakistan Electric Power Company 

PPAF Pakistan Poverty Alleviation Fund  

PPIB Private Power Infrastructure Board 

PRRO Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation 

PSIA Poverty Social Impact Assessment 

PSC Poverty Score Card 

PSLM Pakistan Social and Living Standard Measurements 

PMU Project Management Unit 

REDD+ Reducing Emissions through Deforestation & Forest Degradation  

RFPs Request for Proposals 

Saarc South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation 

SAES South Asia Economic Summit 

SANSAR South Asian Network on Sustainability and Responsibility 
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SBP State Bank of Pakistan 

SDC Sustainable Development Conference    

SDPI  Sustainable Development Policy Institute 

SDTV Sustainable Development Television 

SFCG Such For Common Ground 

SLRC Secure Livelihood Research Consortium 

SMEs Small and Medium Enterprises   

SRSO Sindh Rural Support Program 

SSI  Sustainable Ship-breaking Initiative 

UCBPRP Union Council Based Poverty Reduction Program 

UCG Underground Coal Gasification 

UKaid United Kingdom Agency for International Development 

UNDP United Nations Development Program 

UNEP United Nations Environment Program 

UNHCR United Nations High Commission on Refugees   

UNICF  United Nations Fund for Children 

UNIDO  United Nations Industrial Development Organization 

UNODC United Nations Office on Drug and Crime 

US United States 

USAID United States Agency for International Development 

VOs Village Organizations 

VTP Vocational Training Program 

VAW Violence Against Women 

VRP Village Rehabilitation Fund 

WB World Bank 

WFP World Food Program 

WHO World Health Organization 

WWF  World Wildlife Fund 

WWF Workers Welfare Fund 
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AAWAZ Voice and Accountability Program 

Introduction  

AWAZ is a five-year Voice and Accountability Programme in Pakistan to 

strengthen civil society; it is funded by UKaid and managed by DAI, an 

international development company, and partners including leading civil 

society organizations. The programme focuses on strengthening democratic process 

to make it more open, inclusive and accountability-oriented. Its key components are:  

a. Women’s participation in political activities 

b. Violence against women 

c. Community cohesion and tolerance 

d. Alternate dispute resolution mechanisms 

e. Citizen’s engagement for improved service delivery in education and health  

SDPI is leading the policy, advocacy, research and result component of the 

Program. It is conducting baseline studies, proposing theory of change, political 

economy analysis and collecting evidence base on Aawaz key components. It would 

also be responsible for monitoring and evaluation of Aawaz interventions and run 

policy advocacy on awaz findings. 

Focal persons: Dr Abid Suleri, Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Irina Mosel. 

PARR Response Fund 

SDPI is also managing PARR response Fund. The Fund supports proposals that 

encompass a portfolio of activities in research and advocacy supporting voice and 

accountability. The overall objective is to help Pakistani citizens hold their 

government accountable by strengthening a wide range of groups. This effort 

A
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encourages local CSOs to identify and address issues of local concern thus 

promoting local ownership. It will also facilitate coordination between different 

sectors and activities such as supporting education-focused CSOs to partner with 

CSOs on violence against women issues. Innovation among fund recipients will also 

be encouraged which can ultimately feedback into the programme as a whole and 

into policy discussions through the PARR activities. The initial phase of AAWAZ 

project focuses on the Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa provinces. 

 

IDRC-SDPI Fellowships in Governance, Security & Justice in South 

Asia 

International Development Research Centre (IDRC) in collaboration with the 

Sustainable Development Policy Institute has launched Fellowships in Governance, 

Security and Justice in South Asia. The four-year programme aims to support the 

students in South Asian countries planning to pursue their Masters, M. Phil and 

Ph.D programmes in the fields of Governance, Security and Justice. First round of 

the applications have been completed and six students across South Asia are now 

taking benefit from this program. After a very successful first round of the 

Fellowships, the IDRC and SDPI has kicked off the program’s second round of 

applications for the present phase.  

It is perceived that the IDRC-SDPI Fellowships in Governance, Security & Justice 

in South Asia can add value by providing financial and technical support to students 

and mentors and bridge the key research gaps in areas of strategic interest across 

South Asia. It is believed that through extending financial and technical support, this 

initiative will also support marginalized segments of the society at some level of 

targeting women, minorities and students belonging to conflict-prone and disaster-

hit regions. The program will steer researchers towards Ph.D program in 

multidisciplinary areas.  

Objectives  

1)  To conduct research on multidisciplinary areas currently not being focused by 

traditional university programs in South Asia.  

2)  To conduct research on non-traditional security threats in South Asia. These 

threats today originate from (but are not limited to) governance, conflict, 

economic and financial security, lack of education and health interventions, 

environmental security, food and livelihoods security, terrorism, human and 

drug-trafficking, piracy, illegal immigration, and information security.  

3)  To carry out research on cross-border issues of mutual interest in South Asia 

where multi-country case studies can help towards collective solutions.  

4)  To provide the opportunities to IDRC fellows to meet every year and 

collectively discuss and disseminate their research and provide policy relevant 

advice to the governments and communities in South Asia. This will be an 
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opportunity for these fellows to brainstorm key areas of interest through a 

multidisciplinary discourse.  

5)  To organize, through SDPI’s Center for Capacity Building, short-term training 

courses for graduate and research students in research design, academic writing, 

data survey and analysis, research dissemination through advocacy and outreach. 

A dedicated separate website has also been developed for fellowship program: 

http://isfsa.sdpi.org/index.php 

Focal persons: Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Afsheen Naz 

 

Internal e-Newsletter: A Public Relations Perspective   

Internal e.Newsletter is an initiative under the recently introduced public relations 

interventions at SDPI. The e.Newsletter aims at enhancing the trend of improved 

public relations, internal communications and ensuring a satisfactory level of 

employees’ engagement. 

The concept behind is to provide the colleagues with a platform to bring forth their 

concerns and suggestions about the organization, get an insight to organizational 

culture and behaviors, get familiar to the thinking processes of fellow colleagues, 

and be encouraged to speak up on issues of concern. Similarly, various policies and 

procedures, which are provided by the organizational Management Procedures 

(MPs), are supposed to be highlighted through the e.Newsletter issues time and 

again.  

Moreover, the overall informal disposition of the e.Newsletter makes it more 

appealing to the staff letting them read through many interesting things happening 

at the organization from time to time. And on its way, the activity passively helps 

boost and encourage the colleagues, who are comparatively introverted in their day 

to day interactions.  

This is also a stage where the employees are kept up to-date and informed on 

various incentives of professional development. Several opportunities are reposted 

here, including upcoming trainings, internal job postings, scholarships, etc. 

It also provides on a brief context for SDPI’s website, introducing the online 

resources and web based useful information to colleagues, which may not be in their 

knowledge. This is to keep them abreast of SDPI’s web based resources, even when 

they are not able to check in due to workloads. 

Another aspect of this initiative is to connect new staff members to SDPI’s alumni 

through entertaining the latter’s contributions. This would help re-open up various 

facts about the organization, such as its good and bad experiences, strategies 

adopted to tackle cross cutting issues, and lessons learned.  This e.Newsletter also 

serves as a medium where staff members are provided with an incentive to pay 
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glowing tributes to their senior colleagues while acknowledging their contributions 

and honoring their services. 

The e.Newsletter envisions the development of a healthy organizational behavior 

through introducing a public relations perspective to staff, including the need for 

social media networking, employee communications, and building upon 

organizational ownership and loyalty.  

Focal person: Anusha Sherazi 

 

Revival of Paidar Tarraqi and Dharti 

SDPI’s Urdu Journals, Paidar Tarraqi and Dhart, have been revived after five years. 

The Urdu unit was closed due to financial constraints faced to the institute in 2006-

07 resulting in the closure of Paidar Tarraqi as well as Urdu, Sindhi, Punjabi, 

Balochi, Pahto and Balochi editions of Dharti.  

In 2010, efforts were made for the revival of both the Urdu journals as a result of 

which Paidar Tarraqi and Dharti were revived in 2011.  

Paidar Tarraqi was started publishing in 1998. Research at SDPI was the major 

content of the journals whereas articles written on development issues in Pakistan 

and South Asia were also the part of these journals. Now, a new team has been 

formed to look into the content and publication affairs of these journals.  
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ECONOMY/TRADE 

olding a burden of $64 billion foreign and Rs 3,500 billion circular debts 

on its shoulders, the Pakistan’s economy is in shambles and more 

roughly at the verge of total collapse. Though, efforts are being made to 

bring it back on the track, people have lost their hopes. It is believed that only the 

large-scale revolutionary changes on economic front surrounded by an inclusive 

justice system may have an impact.. Given the situation of economy whether due to 

corruption or corrupt practices, mismanagement or bad governance, and economic 

injustice or money laundering, still there are ways to come out of th prevailing 

anarchy like situation.   

Cost of Economic Non-cooperation to Consumers in South Asia–

Phase II 

This is a continuation of SDPI-CUTS International joint studies. Keeping in mind 

the key findings of the study on Cost of Economic Non-Cooperation to 

Consumers in South Asia, the goal of this project is to generate better political buy-

in for enhanced and improved intra-regional trade in South Asia by conducting 

some focused advocacy on customs-related and other procedural non-tariff barriers 

targeting some key stakeholder groups.  

The objective of the study is to conduct a set of focused result- and action-oriented 

activities on selected issues of customs-related and other procedural non-tariff 

barriers hindering intra-regional trade in South Asia so as to ensure some tangible 

and incremental progress towards reducing cost of doing trade within the region.  

In order to achieve the goal and objectives, the study will focus on customs-related 

and other procedural non-tariff barriers, which constitute some significant part of 

the cost of doing trade within the region. According to some estimates, non-tariff 

barriers constitute more than 75 per cent of cost of doing trade within South Asia.  

In order to achieve some concrete results, the project will focus on the following 

two types of impact of procedural NTBs: 

� Impact on trade logistics (including transportation and documentation): 

Expenditure is in exss of those normally required in the delivery and clearance 

process, especially delays at border clearance through difficult documentation 

procedures. Starting from a general lack of awareness about trade prospects 

because of limited market information, conduct of trade is made difficult 

because of a number of excessive procedures and difficult customs clearance 

process.        

� Impact on trade financing: There is a lack of proper financial instruments to 

facilitate trade and reduce foreign exchange risks. Currently, trade financing is 

mostly mediated by third country banks, resulting in unjustified user fees, etc. 

Interest charges as well as documentation costs of trade financing are also high 

H 

Procedural NTBs are 

categorised as follows 

Customs and administrative entry 

procedures 

� Government imposing 

antidumping duties 

� Arbitrary customs classification 

� Issues related to the rules of origin 

� Import licensing 

� Decreed customs surcharges 

� Additional taxes and other charges 

� International taxes and charges 

levied on imports and other tariff 

measures 

� Lengthy and costly customs 

clearance procedures 

� Issues related to transit fees 

� Inadequate or unreasonable 

customs procedures and charges 

� Lack of control in Customs 

infrastructure 

� Lack of capacity of Customs 

officers 

� Issues related to Pre-Shipment 

Inspections 

� Other customs-related procedures 

 

Other Procedural NTBs 

� Arbitrariness 

� Discrimination 

� Corruption 

� Costly procedures 

� Lengthy procedures 

� Lack of information on procedures 

(or changes thereof) 

� Complex variety of documentation 

required 

� Consular and Immigration Issues 

� Inadequate trade related 

infrastructure 

� Costly user charges/fees 

� Others 
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because of lack of arbitration facilities.  

Based on the above-stated goal, objective and focus, the project will conduct the 

following activities (including following particular processes and methodology, as 

described below, in conducting them):  

� In partnership with a group of like-minded organisations (viz. Institute for 

Policy Advocacy & Governance, Bangladesh; South Asia Watch for Trade, 

Economics & Environment, Nepal; Sustainable Development Policy Institute, 

Pakistan; and Institute for Policy Studies of Sri Lanka) and other like-minded 

groups in respective countries, the project will focus on top five traded 

commodities between India and four other South Asian countries, viz. 

Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. In other words, the focus will be on 

top five exports from India to each of these four countries and top five imports 

from each of these four countries to India.  

Focal persons: Saad Rajpot and Sohaib  

 

India-Pakistan Trade Normalization 

At SDPI, we have been advocating that peace is a dividend of enhanced economic 

cooperation. That’s why, the institute always advocated for trade normalization 

between India and Pakistan. Sponsored by DFID, the study aims to support the 

track-I initiatives through, a) developing B2B India-Pakistan Trade and Marketing 

web portal that can facilitate the traders’ community in both the countries to come 

together online; b) revisiting and updating sector-specific NTBs faced by India and 

Pakistan; and c) taking the advocacy of India-Pakistan trade to a new level through 

joint track-I and track-II discourse. Its main objectives are:  

� To create an information resource unit to facilitate Pakistan’s exports into India 

and at the same time encourage targeted Indian services into Pakistan, with the 

view of facilitating and guiding Pakistan’s SME and the young upcoming 

entrepreneurs. 

� To develop alternative sectors for India–Pakistan trade, with a view to 

promoting niche, long-term product lines suitable for SMEs and young 

entrepreneurs. 

� To revisit and update existing stock of knowledge on the tariff and non-tariff 

barriers particularly with respect to non-traditional items in India-Pakistan trade. 

� To go beyond the standard estimations of changing producer margins in trade 

and evaluate how consumers an gain from easing of restrictions in India-

Pakistan trade. 

� To identify trade costs on account of some particular logistic-related non-tariff 

barriers (for select set of goods) and recommend (from the point of view of 

freight-forwarders) how to reduce them. 
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� To identify venues through which Track-II efforts can compliment Track-I in 

strengthening trade ties between India and Pakistan. 

Focal persons: Saad and Sohaib  

  

Illegal Economy in Pakistan                                                                          

Various guestimations have been made about the size of informal economy in 

Pakistan. However, size of the illegal economy remained an untouched subject so 

far. Through the pioneer research on this topic carried out in collaboration with the 

UNODC, SDPI research team tried to highlight the magnitude and impact of illegal 

economy in Pakistan.  In this study, expenditure approach has been used to calculate 

the size of the illegal economy stemming from the chosen sub-sectors.  This 

involved estimating the expenditure made by purchasers of drugs, illegal migrants 

and families of kidnapped victims.  To the extent possible, payments made to non-

registered suppliers of arms and ammunition and smuggled timber were also 

estimated.  The expenditure approach was preferred to the income approach in this 

case, because the latter approach would really require data collection on income 

earned from the criminal elements themselves, which was not possible. 

Major Findings 

Pakistan’s GDP was approximately $169.6 billion in 2009/10. The size of the 

informal economy was estimated at close to 30 per cent of GDP in 2003, though 

the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) suggests that this proportion fell to just below 20 

per cent by 2008.  This would equate Pakistan’s informal economy to approximately 

US$ 34 billion in 2009/10.  The illegal economy is a sub-set of the informal 

economy and includes all injections into the overall economy (both formal and 

informal) from illegal activities. After allowing for government expenditures and 

yearly price adjustments, the average annual Direct Economic Value of Narcotics 

was found to range between US$ 900 million to US$ 1.2 billion or between Rs 77 

billion to Rs 102 billion in terms of 2011 market prices. Estimating the size of 

migrant smuggling and human trafficking economy was challenging given the lack 

of data, as well as difficulties of extrapolating trends from interceptions and 

deportations. Nevertheless, a basic attempt was made with a conservative estimate 

of US$ 106.8 million.  

The analysis of arms trafficking was again limited by lack of data on the proceeds 

from production and sale of illegal weaponry manufactured within Pakistan. The 

focus was only on the best known and most popular weapon in Pakistan, the AK-

47, and its economic value is placed at $52 million.  It is likely that the actual figure 

is in excess of this estimate due to the undocumented nature of the firearms black 

market and lack of accurate, complete and reliable data about the current trends of 

prices and production. 
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The illicit trade in drugs, human beings, arms, natural resources and money has a 

multi-faceted impact on the legitimate economy, governments and societies and 

populations that extends far beyond the local context. The financial flows that result 

from these illicit activities underscore their economic viability and perpetuate them 

further, reinforcing the cycle.  

Regional economic variations within Pakistan are crucial to account for because the 

least-developed locations in Pakistan (Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Balochistan and 

FATA) are where organized crime is 

most deeply imbedded. It is no 

coincidence that these areas border 

Afghanistan. Economic stress boosts 

the participation in illicit activities, 

including drug smuggling, arms 

smuggling and other criminal activity, 

further degrading the security 

environment. The illegal economy of 

Pakistan is a product of, and 

contributor to, its insecurity.   

The findings of this study indicate that 

currently the most lucrative type of 

business for organized criminals is drug 

and precursors trafficking followed by migrant smuggling and human trafficking, 

arms trafficking, the illegal timber trade and then kidnapping for ransom. These are 

calculations based on available information and corroborated by interviews and 

consultations with law-enforcement agencies and economists. Other recent research 

also comes to the conclusion that globally, the largest income for transnational 

organized crime comes from illicit drugs, accounting for some 20 per cent (17 per 

cent to 25 per cent) of all crime proceeds, about half of transnational organized 

crime proceeds and 0.6 per cent to 0.9 per cent of global GDP. 

The project, which was completed in late 2011/early 2012 with its report launched 

in January 2012, required research staff to travel all across the country, including 

Karachi (Sindh), Peshawar (KP), Lahore (Punjab), and Quetta, Gwadar and Taftan 

(Balochistan) to gather data.  

Focal person: Syed Qasim Shah 

 

Estimating Size & Operations of Public Sector & its Impact on 

Wheat Market in Pakistan  

A Post-Eighteenth Constitutional Amendment Inquiry 

The 18th Constitutional Amendment has a great impact on the role of organizations 

in public sector. One of them is the governance of agriculture (wheat) sector. 
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The study focuses o

agriculture (wheat) sector at national or sub

economy-wise impact using general and partial equilibrium methodologies of 

budgets of these institutions, active com

setting and procurement powers. It also quantifies the welfare loss imposed by the 

size and scale of public sector operations in wheat market as well as simulates 

various possibilities in order to mitigate these l

Using farm

faced by wheat producers and traders. In the light of regional and global literature, 

the study shows as how the government intervention has been made optimal in 

order to reduce distortions (including welfare loss).

It recommends in a post

reconfigure wheat operations in a manner that safeguards against economic

distortions and future food in

Focal persons:

 

FDI in India: Prospects for Pakistan

India has reciprocated Pakistan’s gesture of granting MNF status to the former to 

normalize trade relations through allowing FDI from Pakistan. In order to asses this 

development and to d

being carried out in collaboration with Indian Council of Research and International 

Economic Relations (ICRIER)

Some of the key objectives of the study are to gauge the level of willingness of 

Pakistani entrepreneur to invest in India to find out the key sectors available to 

Pakistani investors there and to point out Pakistan specific barriers regarding 

investment i
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The study focuses on various government institutions involved in governance of 

agriculture (wheat) sector at national or sub-national level. It quantifies the 

wise impact using general and partial equilibrium methodologies of 

budgets of these institutions, active commodity market operations, distortive price 

setting and procurement powers. It also quantifies the welfare loss imposed by the 

size and scale of public sector operations in wheat market as well as simulates 

various possibilities in order to mitigate these losses. 

Using farm-level survey, the study carries out a detailed inquiry into distortions 

faced by wheat producers and traders. In the light of regional and global literature, 

the study shows as how the government intervention has been made optimal in 

r to reduce distortions (including welfare loss). 

It recommends in a post-18th Amendment context as how the policy makers can 

reconfigure wheat operations in a manner that safeguards against economic

distortions and future food insecurity. 

Focal persons: Fayyaz Yaseen, Gulbaz Ali Khan  

FDI in India: Prospects for Pakistan 

India has reciprocated Pakistan’s gesture of granting MNF status to the former to 

normalize trade relations through allowing FDI from Pakistan. In order to asses this 

development and to determine prospedts for Pakistani potential investors, a study is

being carried out in collaboration with Indian Council of Research and International 

Economic Relations (ICRIER).  

Some of the key objectives of the study are to gauge the level of willingness of 

Pakistani entrepreneur to invest in India to find out the key sectors available to 

Pakistani investors there and to point out Pakistan specific barriers regarding 

investment in India. The study also answers the following questions. 

n various government institutions involved in governance of 

national level. It quantifies the 

wise impact using general and partial equilibrium methodologies of 

modity market operations, distortive price 

setting and procurement powers. It also quantifies the welfare loss imposed by the 

size and scale of public sector operations in wheat market as well as simulates 

level survey, the study carries out a detailed inquiry into distortions 

faced by wheat producers and traders. In the light of regional and global literature, 

the study shows as how the government intervention has been made optimal in 

18th Amendment context as how the policy makers can 

reconfigure wheat operations in a manner that safeguards against economic 

India has reciprocated Pakistan’s gesture of granting MNF status to the former to 

normalize trade relations through allowing FDI from Pakistan. In order to asses this 

etermine prospedts for Pakistani potential investors, a study is 

being carried out in collaboration with Indian Council of Research and International 

Some of the key objectives of the study are to gauge the level of willingness of 

Pakistani entrepreneur to invest in India to find out the key sectors available to 

Pakistani investors there and to point out Pakistan specific barriers regarding 

n India. The study also answers the following questions.  
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1.  How does the opening up of FDI in India facilitate Pakistan’s services sector?  

2.  Does the Indian government provide legal and constitutional cover to Pakistani 

investors? 

3.  How will the decision of allowing Pakistani investors to invest in India 

strengthen bilateral relations and also help solve the longstanding bilateral 

disputes? 

4.  What is the dispute resolution mechanism for foreign investors in India? 

5.  What is the level of cooperation between government investment bodies in 

India & Pakistan? 

6.  How will the liberalized trade between India & Pakistan help improve FDI 

prospects? 

The findings of this important study would be shared not only with potential 

Pakistani investor but also with the ministry of commerece and trade, ministry of 

foreign affairs, FPCCI, Saarc Chamber of Commerce and Industries etc. 

Focal person: Mohammad Adnan 

 

POVERTY ALLEVIATION 

Poverty is the biggest issue of the country as according to estimates 30 per cent 

population of the country is compelled to live below the poverty line. According to 

Human Development Index, over 60 per cent population is very poor because of 

the uneven distribution of wealth.  
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SDPI has earned repute and credibility in conducting third party social impact 

assessment. The lessons learnt from such social assessments help SDPI researchers 

design their independent research framework. Third party social impact assessment 

of social sector development projects also helped SDPI team in devising evidence 

base policy advocacy campaigns. Findings of these studies also help sharpen out 

policy recommendations on poverty alleviation. 

Poverty & Social Impact Analysis of Extended Program on 

Immunization  

Pakistan is perhaps the only country where polio cases re-emerged. New cases have 

been continuously surfaced from the last 3-4 years. While EPI program played a 

major role in controlling infectious diseases in Pakistan, it was always deemed 

important to make a thorough impact analysis of EPI. After a detailed review of 

literature on the subject the study points out the following gaps. Some of these gaps, 

which pertain to poverty and social impact of EPI, have been addressed in this 

report.  

� A scientific inquiry into regional differences in the performance of EPI as an 

organization is missing across literature. 

� The impact of climate change induced disasters and conflict on EPI progress 

has not been quantitatively investigated. 

� An across time evaluation of the political and cultural factors on the 

effectiveness of the EPI is missing.  

� Studies at the national level are mostly qualitative or descriptive and lack 

rigorous empirical analysis. 

� No impact assessment of local area strategies on EPI activities for the poorest 

women and children. 

� The impact of 18th Amendment and future expected developments in this 

context have yet to be studied exhaustively with stakeholders. 

� Several actions desired towards implementation of EPI in literature keeping 

socio-economic, cultural and institutional factors in account have not been 

followed up with policy practitioners. Reasons for this gap between academia 

and practitioners require a careful inquiry. 

� The missing synergies between EPI and other health sector initiatives at 

national and sub-national level also require a careful study. 

� A study showing the caveats in conducting the National Immunisation Days 

versus strengthening the routine immunisation services would be pertinent since 

the polio eradication over the last decade through NIDs has been far from 

successful. 

� Income and poverty impact of EPI have never been quatified for Pakistan’s 

case. 

Focal persons: Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Muhammad Tahir Ali 
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Social Assessment of PPAF 

During 2012, SDPI twice carried out third party social impact assessment studies of  

PPAF’s interventions. Both of these studies were based on primary research in 10 

randomly selected districts against PPAF criteria. These districts include Jhal Magsi, 

Khuzdar, Ghizer, Dera Ismail Khan, Swat, Bahawalpur, Dera Ghazi Khan, Layyah, 

Sanghar and Tharparkar. The interventions i.e. CPI, WEU, education, health and 

micro-credit will be assessed against predefined criteria and indictors.  

The overarching aim of the social 

assessment study was to analyze 

social issues, and institutional 

viability of organizations working at 

grass roots level to undertake 

socially responsible development in 

line with PPAF core values of 

inclusion, accountability, good 

governance, transparency and 

environmental awareness. The 

social structure and institutional 

dynamics have been objectively 

assessed during the course of this 

study. The overall objective of the 

social assessment was to 

incorporate the human and social 

dimensions more fully in the design 

of PPAF interventions. To this 

end, the assessment has identified 

key social and institutional issues 

and stakeholder groups. This social assessment has informed the project design on 

strategies for social and economic empowerment of the rural poor. 

The studies have also allowed information disclosure, stakeholder consultation to 

address the conformity with PPAF standard social safety measures vis-à-vis 

voluntary/involuntary resettlement, up-rootedness of indigenous people and social 

conflict that a PPAF funded intervention may ensue.  

Focal persons: Kanwar Muhammad Javed Iqbal 

Poverty & Social Impact Analysis of Workers Welfare Fund  

In the absence of other effective social safet nets,  Workers Welfare Fund (WWF) 

can be an extremely vital resilience tool available to workers. In the backdrop of 

current inflation and economic hardships being faced by the low wage workers, 

SDPI research team is going to analyse Poverty & Socail Impact Assessment (PSIA) 

of WWF. The project is still ongoing and focuses on the following policy impact 

questions: 
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� What are the employment, socio-economic, and poverty impacts of WWF and 

how the government can improve its effectiveness? 

� What are the intended and unintended consequences of WWF programme on 

the welfare and well-being of  different  groups  (e.g.  gender,  location,  age)  

with  a  special  focus  on  the vulnerable and poor? (Well-being includes 

income and non-income dimensions of poverty.)  

� what  are  employment  as well  as  non-employment  factors  adding  to  or  

detracting  from the targeted impact of WWF? 

� Recommend new policies and changes to existing policies and approaches to 

address the  needs  of poor  and  very  poor  households  and  other  excluded  

groups  and  scale  up  the programme interventions  to meet  the needs of poor 

and very poor households  throughout the country.  

� What is   the  possible  impact  of man-made and natural disasters on the 

delivery of the WWF programme? 

� Evaluate if there are any significant differences in scope and effectiveness of the 

programme in urban and rural context and to suggest reasons for these 

differences?  
� Put forward concrete recommendations to improve the WWF programme and 

maximize its impact and identify the actions needed to implement these 

recommendations taking into account  socio-economic, employment and  

institutional  factors? 

� Explore the value of PSIA  in analyzing policy choices and propose an efficient 

process for conducting future PSIAs.? 

� To what extent the programme has achieved its intended outcomes? 

� Was the programme implemented in its given frame? 
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� To what extent this programme is addressing the needs of the poor? 

� To what extent WWF support helped the factory workers and their families in 

case of shocks to household economy? 

� What is the impact of this programme on workers’ productivity? 

� What systems of monitoring and accountability were employed? 

� What lessons can be gained from the programme? 

� What were the challenges of this programme implementation? 

� What are the opinions of factory workers and other stakeholders about this 

programme? 

� Can this prgramme be replicated to other sectors? 

Focal persons: Syed Nazre Hyder and Zeeshan 

 

'Pakistan: Progress and Bottlenecks towards achieving MDGs'  

A paramount constraining factor in an accelerated push towards higher-level 

outcomes on the MDGs is the fact that attainment of MDGs is neither anchored in 

public policy discourse or policy formulation, nor is it specifically monitored by 

cabinet or parliament in Pakistan. In the absence of a central thrust or focus at the 

national policy-making level (i.e. mainstreaming”), existing gaps are not likely to be 

bridged, nor existing progress preserved. This report tries to bridge some of the 

gaps existent in current literature while capturing the progress made towards these 

goals. The report titled 'Pakistan: Progress and Bottlenecks towards achieving 

MDGs' was completed in July 2012. It synthesizes evidence and research obtained 

from different institutions - both public and private sector - and individuals who 

provided their valuable knowledge and insights. Common Wealth Foundation, UK 

was responsible for the financial assistance. 

The paper is a desk based review of achievements and bottlenecks, drawing on 

sources identified through various literature searches, including reports by aid 

agencies; academic literature, such as journal articles, books and periodicals; online 

resources, such as needs assessments and impact evaluations; and other unpublished 

documents gathered in-country. Parts of the review are also informed by a series of 

key informant interviews.  

The research suggests that the most visible progress made by Pakistan till the 

outbreak of the global economic turmoil in 2008 was in the goal of poverty 

reduction and hunger elimination. The poverty headcount ratio had fallen 

dramatically between 2001 and 2008 – with the ratio nearly halved to 17.2%. Since 

then, there are fears that due to the factors listed, progress on this front is likely to 

have been reversed. However, in the absence of an official assessment, this is less 

than clear for now due to the fact that there have been potentially offsetting 

developments, such as strong growth in the agriculture-dependent rural economy, 

and a doubling of inward worker remittances in the past five years.  
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In the case of literacy and health indicators, Pakistan is the farthest from attaining its 

MDG commitments. Financing constraints have compounded policy apathy to 

produce some of the worst progress indicators for MDGs related to literacy and 

health for all developing countries.  

According to the research, a setback to 

MDGs accomplishment has potentially 

come from the recent 18th Constitutional 

Amendment, which has transferred sectors 

such as education, health and other basic 

public services to the domain of 

provinces. Two of the provincial reports 

that have been recently launched by 

UNDP i.e. for KP and Balochistan 

indicate that these two provinces will fail 

to meet the MDGs’ targets. Provincial 

governments lack the capacity and 

capability to handle public service delivery 

as the federal government has historically 

stepped in and provided the financing as 

well as the manpower and administration 

to run these services. 

The research findings suggest that the strengthening of institutional framework for 

MDGs particularly policy planning, implementation and coordination between 

various tiers of the government will be crucial to close the gaps. Equally important, 

Pakistan will have to gear up its internal resource mobilization effort and divert 

additional resources to meet MDG targets, even at a stage beyond 2015.  Currently, 

Pakistan’s tax-GDP ratio is amongst the lowest in the world. These efforts will have 

to be complemented by the international community stepping up to the plate and 

deliver on what it had promised in terms of enhanced assistance and market access. 

The paper offers a unique and updated account of Pakistan’s progress towards 

MDGs and is a valuable resource for researchers aiming to expand the current work 

on MDGs vis-à-vis the Pakistani context.  

Focal persons: Dr Abid Suleri, Qasim Ali Shah 

 

Clustered Deprivations: District Level Analysis of Multidimensional 

Poverty in Pakistan  

Poverty is not merely the economic poverty, as it cannot be addressed only through 

the economic growth. There are other forms of poverty too. Poverty alleviation 

requires a comprehensive approach that goes beyond economic framework. The 

research suggests that poverty  in Pakistan needs to be seen as a state of multiple 



deprivations of fundamental hum

simultaneously

In this landmark study, SDPI team ranked districs of Pakistan on the basis of their 

multi-dimensional facets of poverty. 

over four dimensions i.e; educati

It provides a methodological framework for estimat

Pakistan, as an alternative to the traditional income/consumption based poverty 

measures, to take into account the multi

extends the analysis of poverty from national and provincial levels to the district 

level, hence broadens the information base for designing poverty reduction 

strategies in the context of post 18th Amendment scenar

literature on multidimensional poverty by employing MPI at the disaggregated 

district level data. So far, MPI approach has been employed for cross

analysis. It identifies the poorest and the least poor districts within

All districts are ranked on the key measures of multidimensional poverty. 

Lastly, the report identifies the geographic clustering of poverty in Pakistan. Within 

each province, districts with extreme poverty are concentrated in certain geog

regions and those with very low poverty in the others. 

The study reinforces the need to adopt an integrated approach for addressing 

poverty. It provides a solution to the current controversy surrounding the official 

estimation of poverty for the la

study, the country needs to allocate a significant amount of its resources towards 

social sector.

Focal persons:
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deprivations of fundamental human capabilities that the poor 

simultaneously.  

In this landmark study, SDPI team ranked districs of Pakistan on the basis of their 

dimensional facets of poverty. The study provides the estimates of poverty 

over four dimensions i.e; education, health, living conditions and assests ownership. 

It provides a methodological framework for estimating multidimensional poverty in 

Pakistan, as an alternative to the traditional income/consumption based poverty 

measures, to take into account the multi-facet deprivations faced by the poor.  It 

extends the analysis of poverty from national and provincial levels to the district 

level, hence broadens the information base for designing poverty reduction 

strategies in the context of post 18th Amendment scenario.  It adds to the empirical 

literature on multidimensional poverty by employing MPI at the disaggregated 

district level data. So far, MPI approach has been employed for cross

analysis. It identifies the poorest and the least poor districts within

All districts are ranked on the key measures of multidimensional poverty. 

Lastly, the report identifies the geographic clustering of poverty in Pakistan. Within 

each province, districts with extreme poverty are concentrated in certain geog

regions and those with very low poverty in the others.  

The study reinforces the need to adopt an integrated approach for addressing 

poverty. It provides a solution to the current controversy surrounding the official 

estimation of poverty for the last several years. . Given the figures of poverty in the 

study, the country needs to allocate a significant amount of its resources towards 

social sector. 

Focal persons: Arif Naveed and Nazim Ali 
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an capabilities that the poor are facing 

In this landmark study, SDPI team ranked districs of Pakistan on the basis of their 

The study provides the estimates of poverty 

on, health, living conditions and assests ownership. 

ing multidimensional poverty in 

Pakistan, as an alternative to the traditional income/consumption based poverty 

facet deprivations faced by the poor.  It 

extends the analysis of poverty from national and provincial levels to the district 

level, hence broadens the information base for designing poverty reduction 

io.  It adds to the empirical 

literature on multidimensional poverty by employing MPI at the disaggregated 

district level data. So far, MPI approach has been employed for cross-country 

analysis. It identifies the poorest and the least poor districts within each province. 

All districts are ranked on the key measures of multidimensional poverty.  

Lastly, the report identifies the geographic clustering of poverty in Pakistan. Within 

each province, districts with extreme poverty are concentrated in certain geographic 

The study reinforces the need to adopt an integrated approach for addressing 

poverty. It provides a solution to the current controversy surrounding the official 

. Given the figures of poverty in the 

study, the country needs to allocate a significant amount of its resources towards 
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GENDER 

Review of Gender Justice Protection Project 

The Gender Justice Protetion (GJP) program was a flagship program supported by 

DFID and managed and implemented by UNDP and UNOPS. In order to review 

the output of GJP, SDPI was approached by DFID to conduct independent 

assessment of various projects carried out under GJP.  

The review aims to: 

� Assess the extent to which the project has achieved the overall purpose and 

outputs and contributed to goals as set out in the logical framework. 

� Assess the quality of project outputs, and provide comments on the extent to 

which they have enabled the project to achieve its purpose. 

� Provide an analysis of the sustainability of activities that were funded under 

GJP. 

� Provide an analysis of the strategic impact of the project while using monitoring 

data from the sub-projects and from reports by the PMU.   

� Provide up to three case studies suitable for media use, detailing particular 

experiences and impact of the project and showing results and benefits to 

recipients 

� Identify lessons learned from this project and provide suggestions for long-term 

inputs which DFID and others could provide to strengthen Gender Justice in 

Pakistan.   

The review looked at the work, management and impact of partner organizations 

that were actively involved in the three thematic areas of GJP. Management issues 

within the GJP in terms of program design and implementation have been 

discussed. It examined the relationship of DFID with UNDP and UNOPS on the 

one hand and the relationship between these actors and the PMU on the other.  It 

also looked at GJP-PMU relationship with sub-project partners in a strictly 
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management context.  The report assessed overall project impact, sustainability and 

exit strategy.   

Focal Person: Mome Saleem 

 

Gender and Environmental Migration 

Environment induced migration affects more adversely. The Gender and 

Environmental Migration (GEM) project aims to collect gender disaggregated data  

on local perceptions of climate change and variability and on adaptation strategies to 

climate change impact in Karakoram region of Gilgit-Baltistan as well as in Indus 

River Delta (Sindh) with special focus on migration as adaptive strategy and its 

gendered impact. 

The project conducted in partnership with University of Hamburg’s cluster of 

excellence, "Integrated Climate System Analysis and Prediction" (CliSAP), 

sponsored by the German Research Foundation. 

GEM Phase I (May-June 2012) 

Karakoram Region is prone to slow onset hazards of climate change such as glaciers 

melting, Glacial Lake Outburst Floods (GLOFs), landslides, erratic rainfall, flush 

floods and land degradation. Mountain and coastal communities are increasingly 

abandoning their traditional source of income, agriculture and livestock, resorting to 

occupation shift and male outmigration as an adaptation strategy to climate change 

and environmental pressure. 
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GEM phase II

Sindh, Indus Delta is prone to rapid onset hazards such as floods, and affected by 

sea-level rise, storm surge, coastal erosion, and intrusion of saline water into the 

aquifers. Here comm

agriculture) and are forced to adopt alternative livelihood patterns, featuring very 

high rates of migration.

So far the first phase of field research in Gilg

the second phase of field research in Southern Sindh 

December 2012. Th

Focal person:

Researchers:

 

LIVELIHOOD

Secure Livelihoods Research

SLRC was established in 2011 to strengthen livelihoods and services in conflict

areas of seven countries like Afghanistan, Pakistan, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Congo, South 

Sudan and Uganda.

livelihoods, basic services and social protection in conflict

Recognizing the SDPI’s commitment in policy research, it was chosen as a partne

to SLRC’s Pakistan research programme 

outlined ab

livelihoods policy and programming in KP

research themes:

1. Compound crises and shifting trajectories: Tracking the livelihood outcomes of 

conflict

2. The challenges of return: (Re)Building resilient livelihoods

3. Effectiveness issues: The role of aid programming in processes of recovery

In 2012, the first round of a panel survey was conducted to capture data on 

livelihoods of crisis

perceptions of governance actors. A second round of the sur

in 2015.  

It is likely that relevant research outputs will be used to initiate policy dia

amongst international donors. Moreover, the research findings will be useful for 

local, provincial and national governments as well as for donors and bilateral 

partners. In particular, uncovering the informal power relations that limit livelihood 

opportunities could help promote the inclusion of civil society and local community 
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GEM phase II 

Sindh, Indus Delta is prone to rapid onset hazards such as floods, and affected by 

level rise, storm surge, coastal erosion, and intrusion of saline water into the 

aquifers. Here communities have lost their means of livelihood (fishery and 

agriculture) and are forced to adopt alternative livelihood patterns, featuring very 

high rates of migration. 

So far the first phase of field research in Gilgit-Baltistan has been completed

second phase of field research in Southern Sindh will be started by mid 

2012. The research report is expected by mid 2013. 

Focal person: Talimand Khan  

Researchers: Dr Jurgen Scheffran and Dr Giovanna Gioli 

LIVELIHOOD 

Secure Livelihoods Research Consortium (SLRC) 

SLRC was established in 2011 to strengthen livelihoods and services in conflict

areas of seven countries like Afghanistan, Pakistan, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Congo, South 

Sudan and Uganda. The six-year global research programme aims to exp

livelihoods, basic services and social protection in conflict-ridden situations.

Recognizing the SDPI’s commitment in policy research, it was chosen as a partne

SLRC’s Pakistan research programme that aims to address the knowledge gaps 

outlined above, generating robust and usable evidence that will help 

livelihoods policy and programming in KP. The programme will be guided by three 

research themes: 

Compound crises and shifting trajectories: Tracking the livelihood outcomes of 

conflict and flooding in northwest Pakistan 

The challenges of return: (Re)Building resilient livelihoods 

Effectiveness issues: The role of aid programming in processes of recovery

In 2012, the first round of a panel survey was conducted to capture data on 

livelihoods of crisis-affected households, experiences of service delivery, and 

perceptions of governance actors. A second round of the survey will be carried out 

It is likely that relevant research outputs will be used to initiate policy dia

amongst international donors. Moreover, the research findings will be useful for 

local, provincial and national governments as well as for donors and bilateral 

partners. In particular, uncovering the informal power relations that limit livelihood 

ortunities could help promote the inclusion of civil society and local community 

Sindh, Indus Delta is prone to rapid onset hazards such as floods, and affected by 

level rise, storm surge, coastal erosion, and intrusion of saline water into the 

unities have lost their means of livelihood (fishery and 

agriculture) and are forced to adopt alternative livelihood patterns, featuring very 

Baltistan has been completed while 

will be started by mid 

SLRC was established in 2011 to strengthen livelihoods and services in conflict-hit 

areas of seven countries like Afghanistan, Pakistan, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Congo, South 

year global research programme aims to explore 

ridden situations. 

Recognizing the SDPI’s commitment in policy research, it was chosen as a partner 

aims to address the knowledge gaps 

ove, generating robust and usable evidence that will help implement  

The programme will be guided by three 

Compound crises and shifting trajectories: Tracking the livelihood outcomes of 

Effectiveness issues: The role of aid programming in processes of recovery 

In 2012, the first round of a panel survey was conducted to capture data on the 

affected households, experiences of service delivery, and 

vey will be carried out 

It is likely that relevant research outputs will be used to initiate policy dialogue 

amongst international donors. Moreover, the research findings will be useful for 

local, provincial and national governments as well as for donors and bilateral 

partners. In particular, uncovering the informal power relations that limit livelihood 

ortunities could help promote the inclusion of civil society and local community 
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voices (especially those of the marginalized sections in society) into programming 

decisions.  

In addition Pakistan is one of the highest net recipient of Official Development 

Assistance (ODA) globally but little is known about effectiveness of such 

interventions in terms of their appropriateness to the needs activities and aspirations 

of those the ODA is trying to reach. 

Focal person: Anam A. Khan 

 

Livelihood futures in resource-scarce areas and quest for inclusion 

of marginal groups 

SDPI, in collaboration with National Center of Competence in Research (NCCR) 

(North-South) & Zurich University, Switzerland, initiated a three-year project to 

explore livelihood options, access of poor to food and support structures (social 

safety nets) in resource-scarce areas.  

The locales of the project are marginal mountainous areas of KP including 
Battagram and Mansehra districts. Similar comparative studies are ongoing in Nepal 
and Tanzania as part of the larger initiative. SDPI has engaged individuals from 
University of Agriculture, Faisalabad, Pakistan to help carry out the study. 

In resource scarce areas, different social groups strive to access and command over 
these remaining resources, and also on the alternate  (e.g. non natural resources) 
opportunities to secure their livelihoods. In this struggle, some social groups take 
benefit while others cannot, and consequently conflicts, social tensions and new 
exclusions might emerge.  

The qualitative studies shows that the social safety nets provided by the NGOs are 

comparatively easily accessible as compared to those offered by the state, while 

people with less political and social capital are ‘excluded’ in the perspective of access 

to social safety nets. Remittances is a major source of income and farming is done 

mainly for subsistence purpose. However, a shift from staple crops to cash crops 

was noted as there is an increasing trend of growing ‘off-season vegetables’ that give 

good monitory returns.  

The findings of the research have been presented at national and international level. 

A specific panel titled “Livelihood futures in resource-scarce regions: how will food 

entitlement improve?” was organized at International Conference on Research for 

Development, Bern Switzerland from 20-22 August, 2012. Similarly, a paper titled 

“social safety nets in conflict affected areas: the case of Battagram, Pakistan” was 

published.  

Focal persons: Dr Babar Shahbaz, Dr Abid Q. Suleri  

Coordinators:   Dr Ulrike Mueller-Boeker (Zurich University, Switzerland) &  

Dr Sagar R. Sharma (Kathmandu University, Nepal) 
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Technical review of the GoP’s draft Disaster Response Action Plan 

for cash transfers 

Cash transfers are increasingly being seen as a part of the toolbox for emergency 

response and early recovery and can be complementary as well as an alternative to 

in-kind assistance. Cash based responses are a mechanism or tool for providing 

people with resources in emergencies that can be considered across all sectors. Cash 

can be particularly appropriate to help support, protect and rebuild livelihoods. 

In the wake of recent disasters in Pakistan and considering the importance of cash 

transfers in rebuilding of livelihoods in disaster-hit areas, SDPI furthered its policy 

research and undertook the review of the GoP’s draft disaster response action plan 

in collaboration with the  Humanitarian Outcomes and DFID. Following activities 

were undertaken as part of the project. 

� Desk review of international best practice in cash-transfer systems for disaster 
response 

� Consultations and interviews, with the wider GoP disaster response  

� architecture 

� Workshops with both provincial and federal stakeholders engaged in disaster 
response 

� Review of the GoP's draft disaster response action plan 

� Re-drafted revised action plan together with GoP and World Bank 

Lessons for Pakistan that emerge from international best practice and that were 

incorporated in this review suggest that providing people with money can be an 

effective and appropriate response in a wide variety of contexts. The basic criteria 

for cash transfers to be appropriate are that markets are functioning so that people 

can buy what they need locally and that cash can be delivered safely. Evaluations 

have found that it is possible to target and distribute cash safely and people spend 

money sensibly on basic essentials and rebuilding livelihoods. Cash transfers can 

provide a stimulus to local economies and have in some contexts been more cost-

effective than commodity-based alternatives. Cash transfer also need to be 

coordinated with long-term GoP social protection and social assistance schemes. 

Poorer households that qualify and need long-term support may be linked to such 

programmes.  

Focal person: Dr Abid Suleri, Irina Mosel, Qasim Shah 

 

PEACE AND CONFLICT 

Perception Survey on Reconciliation in Malakand Division 

Malakand remained the most distressed area due to Taliban influence in Swat. They 

have established their own system of governance causing law and order situation 
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there. After Swat operation, a large population of Malakand had to displace. The 

survey was carried out in six districts of Malakand division like Buner, Malakand, 

Shangla, Swat, Lower Dir and Upper Dir. 

Objectives 

� To establish a credible data that will help carry out the programme according to 

the  prevailing situation of the region   

� The data will serve as the first measure of the current status against which 

different achievement benchmarks will be drawn 

� To draw information that will assist the stakeholders, including UN and 

government, in developing possible peace & conflict scenarios for appropriate 

and timely response.  

The survey was aimed at providing data 

analysis, impact and perception about 

reconciliation among the indigenous 

population of Malakand division. The 

survey will help the development 

agencies, government and other 

stakeholders to develop and implement 

informed programme in the areas 

focusing around reconstruction, 

conflict prevention and building 

sustainable peace.  

 The survey explores the local 

understanding and perception of the 

people about conflict, impact that 

conflict has generated and the 

perception about reconciliation and sustainable peace within the society. It further 

gives an understanding regarding the local dynamics of conflict gauged through the 

field assessment and tools that help build peace in a social setting. 

The findings from the field illustrate that the external forces were able to exploit the 

already unstable socio-economic state of the people of Malakand division. Female 

and the poor were denied the right to quality education. Moreover, the low level of 

education and understanding of religious dynamics led to flourishing of several 

fundamentalist ideologies.  

Quality of health suffered due to lack of staff in public hospitals such as doctors and 

lady doctors for women. Justice was expensive, prolonged and unreliable due to 

corruption where rich and powerful influenced the decision.  

Justice system such as Jirga was prevalent in the area where women did not get 

enough representation. Reconciliation is perceived to be arbitration among the two 

groups, however in case of Malakand the counter party for reconciliation is missing 
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as the insurgents were not native and the land of Malakand was used to fulfil their 

interests and the interests of those who backed them.  

However, to reduce the vulnerability of people and to sustain peace in the region, 

respondents indicated the dire need to address the socio- economic problems of 

people who were suffering before the conflict and bore the aftermath of the 

conflict. Poverty alleviation and access to speedy justice were some of the main 

issues highlighted by the respondents in all the districts.  Now, when the conflict has 

transformed, there is a need to address the issues that can lead to future conflict. 

These included ethnic and class differences, improving quality of education and 

health, provision of livelihood patterns especially for youth and women, giving 

rights to the marginalized such as women, social, economic and political justice, 

individual and social security for all, awareness raising about religion and ethical 

values, and giving opportunities to the youth for constructive use of their strengths.  

Focal person: Mome Saleem  

 

Baseline Survey on Perception of Youth & Policy Makers About 

Mediation and Dialogue for Peace Building in Pakistan 

The baseline study will serve as benchmark for evaluation of the programs 

implemented by SFCG for advancing role of youth, political leaders in peace 

building in KP and FATA region. The study will be accredited to SDPI’s long 

commitment to promoting Peace, advocating right policy framework and enhancing 

constructive role of youth and policy makers in sustainable development of the 

country. The baseline study is being conducted in 14 districts of KP (Peshwar, 

Charsad, Noshera, Mardan, Buner, Dir, Malakand, Swat, Kohat, Hungu, Banu, DI 

Khan, Laki Marwat and Kohat) and FATA (Khyber Agency) 
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Data collected from the baseline study shall illustrate the perceptions, attitudes, 

familiarity and extent of knowledge of young girls, boys and political leaders about 

the conflict dynamics in KP and FATA. It will also help investigate the ways in 

which youth and political leaders organize and mobilize their own generation in 

search of solutions, while the stable government, economic growth, or basic 

material and physical security are missing. This will also bring to fore the perception 

of youth and political leaders about each others’ role for peace dialogue and conflict 

transformation. Moreover, it will help understand the perception of political leaders 

about economic and social democracy that is useful to resolve problems on ground 

by devolving the power to the population at large while working with and for them. 

It will further help SFCG in developing and implementing informed programs for 

peace building. Following are the main objectives of the project. 

� To establish a credible data related to role of youth, political leaders in peace 

building in KP and FATA region  

� To provide benchmark for SFCG programme on peace building in FATA and 

KP to measure the progress towards the achievement of project outcomes 

implemented by SFCG in KP/FATA, towards the end  

Focal Person: Mome Saleem and Sadaf Liaquat 
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Plural Business Partnerships for Peace in Pakistan

Business and economic activities lead to peace and sustainability. 

study intend

and capacities for peace. It will serve as a training need assessment for the business 

community on their individual and institutional capacity building needs 

to corporate social responsibility and peace building. The research findings will 

provide an empirical entry

governance reform at national, provincial and regional levels, and form the basis for

subsequent private sector advocacy on economic governance reform. 

The main objective of the research is to explore local perceptions (at community 

and household level) of business as ‘agents of peace’ and conduct analysis of 

economic drivers of conflict 

inclusive economic reforms. This will include as an assessment of the obstacles or 

opportunities for business to act as agents of peace, particularly assessing peace 

supportive economic factors, such as youth

an initial assessment of existing policies and legislation, their limitations and 

necessary reforms, which will touch on issues, for example, related to youth 

employment, corruption and economic exclusion.

Focal persons:

SDPI-International Alert Consultative Meeting for the project "PLURAL BUSINESS PARTNERSHIPS 

FOR PEACE IN PAKISTAN"
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Plural Business Partnerships for Peace in Pakistan 

Business and economic activities lead to peace and sustainability. 

intends to act as a baseline for a project on business community

and capacities for peace. It will serve as a training need assessment for the business 

community on their individual and institutional capacity building needs 

to corporate social responsibility and peace building. The research findings will 

provide an empirical entry-point into the discussion on peace-conducive economic 

governance reform at national, provincial and regional levels, and form the basis for

subsequent private sector advocacy on economic governance reform. 

The main objective of the research is to explore local perceptions (at community 

and household level) of business as ‘agents of peace’ and conduct analysis of 

economic drivers of conflict and an assessment of the policy environment for 

inclusive economic reforms. This will include as an assessment of the obstacles or 

opportunities for business to act as agents of peace, particularly assessing peace 

supportive economic factors, such as youth’s employment issues. It will also provide 

an initial assessment of existing policies and legislation, their limitations and 

necessary reforms, which will touch on issues, for example, related to youth 

employment, corruption and economic exclusion. 

persons: Safwan and Waseem Gulzar 

International Alert Consultative Meeting for the project "PLURAL BUSINESS PARTNERSHIPS 

FOR PEACE IN PAKISTAN" 

Business and economic activities lead to peace and sustainability. This research 

to act as a baseline for a project on business community’s perceptions 

and capacities for peace. It will serve as a training need assessment for the business 

community on their individual and institutional capacity building needs with regards 

to corporate social responsibility and peace building. The research findings will 

conducive economic 

governance reform at national, provincial and regional levels, and form the basis for 

subsequent private sector advocacy on economic governance reform.  

The main objective of the research is to explore local perceptions (at community 

and household level) of business as ‘agents of peace’ and conduct analysis of 

and an assessment of the policy environment for 

inclusive economic reforms. This will include as an assessment of the obstacles or 

opportunities for business to act as agents of peace, particularly assessing peace 

’s employment issues. It will also provide 

an initial assessment of existing policies and legislation, their limitations and 

necessary reforms, which will touch on issues, for example, related to youth 

International Alert Consultative Meeting for the project "PLURAL BUSINESS PARTNERSHIPS 
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Civil-military imbalance and its policy implications 

Pakistan has suffered the negative political and policy-making consequences of 

military coups since the late fifties. Repeated military interventions have not only 

created a civil- military divide but also twisted the entire concept of national security. 

Even before 1958, the military had arrogated to itself the role of the state's defence, 

both physical and ideological. It remains wedded to that concept to wit even as its 

power has declined over the past few years. The problem with the military's 

unilateral and linear view of what is good for Pakistan is that it runs against the 

diversity of people that came together under a single flag in 1947. This divide has 

played a negative role in many areas and done immense harm to the very idea of 

Pakistan as a nation-state. Pakistan is situated in a tough neighborhood and cannot 

afford the reflection of the civil-military fault-line in the formulation of its security 

policy. But that has happened and the state's strategic options have steadily reduced. 

On the civilian side this has resulted in apathy and an abdication by the civilian 

principals of their primary role in security policy formulation even during periods of 

democratic rule. Today, as Pakistan faces multiple external and internal challenges 

and threats, the despondency that informs the Pakistani state and society and makes 

it more difficult for the state to formulate a response, is largely underpinned by this 

divide. It is ironic, however, that despite this divide being the biggest security threat 

to Pakistan, not much quality work has been done in this area which could (a) 

develop a theoretical base for the problem; and, (b) make some projections on the 

basis of the theoretical understanding of it.  

The panel discussion seeks to address the broader issue of civil-military imbalance, 

its impact on policy-making and a prognosis for the future. We will try and attempt 

to answer four broad questions, though the panelists may not necessarily confine 

themselves to these questions: 

1.  Is there any difference in how the civilians and the military perceive Pakistan's 

national interest? 

2.  If yes, how does it impact national security strategy and other policies flowing 

from it?  

3. Can Pakistan expect to have a coherent policy, given various internal and 

external threats, if the civilian governments and the military leadership view 

those threats and the responses to them through different prisms? 

4.  Has the military's power declined in the past five years; if so, does it provide the 

civilian government to become more proactive or does it create a vacuum at a 

crucial stage in Pakistan's life? 

There will be two sessions of three hours each which will include both the retired 

and serving Army officers, notable journalists, academics, and policy makers who 

have previous practical or research experience in the issue of civil- military 

imbalance in Pakistan. The routable is the first in the series of two roundtables, with 

the second one scheduled for Nov-Dec 2013. The panel is organized in a core 
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group that will participate in both the Oct-Nov and Nov-Dec roundtable, and a 

rotational group which will bring diverse experts in the two roundtables.  

Focal person: Ejaz Haider  

 

Effects of Militancy and Impact Trend of Rehabilitation Activities 

in Malakand Division 

The impact of crisis in Malakand Division may take many dimensions, however, it is 

not possible to measure the actual impact of these interventions at this stage, and 

therefore, it is envisioned to focus research on the following two broad categories: 

1. Effects of militancy 

2. Impact trends of rehabilitation activities 

This conflict has affected the formal and informal sectors of the economy and on 

the basis of secondary information it is obvious that all districts have been affected, 

however, as per the Damage Need Assessment (DNA), District Swat has been the 

center of gravity. 

Focus is to empirically determine the effects of militancy on the socio-economic 

conditions and to determine the impact trends of ongoing rehabilitation activities in 

Malakand Division against the baseline provided by DNA report. The underlying 

objectives of the study will be achieved by employing both quantitative and 

qualitative tools.  

Focal persons: Dr. Nazre Hyder, Gulbaz Ali Khan, Kanwar Javed, Fayyaz Yasin, 

Maqsood Ahmad and Muhammad Tahir Ali  

 

Promotion of Dialogue for Peace Building through Media and 

Youth Mobilization 

Keeping in view the importance of media and youth as an agents 

for change, SDPI in collaboration with Search for Common 

Ground (SFCG) has initiated a two-year programme (2012-13) 

on peace building titled “Promotion of Dialogue for Peace 

Building through Media and Youth Mobilization”. The program 

seeks to involve and build capacities of stakeholders such as 

media personnel, community leaders and youth to contribute in 

peace building activities. This will help generate peace dialogue at 

grass roots level in order to develop and present models of 

coexistence, tolerance and moderate attitudes across Pakistan. 

The project is being implemented in 25 districts. 
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First Phase 

In the first phase of the project, a baseline survey was conducted in 25% of the 

selected districts of the Punjab, Sindh, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Baluchistan and 

Gilgit-Baltistan. The survey was conducted to know the local perception about 

nature, reasons and impact of conflict in their areas, and role of stakeholders in 

peace building. The respondents included youth, local leaders, academia and district 

government officials.   

Findings of the survey show that the term conflict is usually understood in terms of 

violence and has a negative connotation. Reasons highlighted by the respondents 

included ethnic biases and intolerance. Further, it was learnt that the interest groups 

widen the gap between opposing parties to pursue their benefits. The survey also 

analysed that media, youth and local leaders can play a significant role to bring peace 

in the society, should they be backed by structural reforms.  

Second Phase 

In the second phase, SDPI will hold trainings of the stakeholders. The pool of 

trained stakeholders will come together at the national summit to chalk out a 

strategy for the implementation of skills. Later, the stakeholders will help form 

district dialogue forums by community mobilization. The district-level forums 

intend to generate peace dialogue at grass roots level and equip the masses with 

skills required for building consensus among the opposing parties.  

The project will generate an engagement at the local level between youth, local 

leaders and the media to streamline conflict resolution in day-to-day affairs. This will 

be helpful further in conflict transformation and avoid violent behaviors, hence 

promoting collaborative solution-oriented approaches. 

Objectives 

� To enhance the capacity and sustainability of Pakistani media (electronic and 

print) to play an active role in promoting peace, tolerance, co-existence and 

non-extremist approach 

� To enhance the capacity of Pakistani youth and local leaders to explore issues 

affecting them through a constructive, solutions-oriented approach that is 

geared towards reconciliation and conflict transformation  

� To establish platforms/mechanisms for Pakistani youth, civil society, and local 

government officials to foster greater collaboration towards constructive 

dialogue, increased understanding of local conflict dynamics and issues of key 

importance to youth, thereby fostering increased moderation and tolerance 

across the country.  
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A total of four training workshops have been conducted so far at provincial level. 

Two community leaders’ workshops were conducted with participants from 

Karachi, AJK and G-B. Participants included representatives of chamber of 

commerce, local entrepreneurs, district government officials, civil society, academia, 

lawyers, clergy and political leaders. 

Primary youth training was held at federal level with participants form 25 districts 

across the country. Training of media anchors from mainstream and regional 

channels was also organized at federal level. Some of the common contents of the 

trainings included, concept and levels of conflict, concepts of peace, communication 

and negotiation skills, mediation skills, common ground approach to problem 

solving, leadership key competencies and consensus building.  

Focal persons: Mome Saleem, Sadaf Liaquat,  Adnan Talib  

 

FOOD SECURITY 

Pakistan is a country which is facing the problem of food insecurity and 

malnutrition. Various studies suggest that as much as 58 per cent of the population 

is food insecure and some 43 per cent of the children under the age of five stunted. 

Addressing food insecurity and malnutrition is thus a serious challenge for this 

country. Though the government has recently launched a Zero Hunger Program, 

which is really appreciating, there is a need to do a lot more on this front, as the 

poverty figures are alarming. 
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Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation  

SDPI launched an appraisal mission with the objective to assist the WFP Country 

Office in formulating a Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation (PRRO) 

document for 2013-15. The appraisal mission consisted of national and international 

experts on Food Security & Nutrition, Livelihoods, School Feeding Expert & 

Disaster Analyst.  

The document was supposed to develop the rationale for a three-year programme as 

the most appropriate response to Pakistan’s challenges of maintaining social stability 

given the deteriorating  household food and nutrition security situation in the 

country due to repeated natural disasters  and the compounding effects of the war 

on terror, particularly in KP and FATA.  

The document formulated by the mission refined the overall objectives, scope, size 

and geographical coverage based on empirical research, experiences and lessons 

from the ongoing programme in country and align it with the priorities of 

government, donors and the UN. Emphasis was laid on proposing strategies for the 

resourcing of the proposed WFP operation (resource mobilization strategy) as well 

as on food security and nutrition analyses.  

Focal person: Dr. Abid Q. Suleri and Syed Qasim Shah 

 

Food Security & Nutrition Analysis 2012 

SDPI in collaboration with WFP has been ranking districts of Pakistan on the basis 

of food security and gives a comparison of the current fod security situation with 

the year 2003. It should also serve as a useful planning tool for designing meaningful 

social safety nets and evolving a national food security strategy. It will help the 

government target the most food insecure population while implementing five year 

plan and social safety net programs. The report also help aims to help bilateral 

donors and friends of Pakistan in targeting their assistance to the most marginalized 

and poverty stricken areas of Pakistan. It will also help understand the “potential 

militancy food insecurity nexus” a crucial element to eliminate the root cause of 

militancy.   

The FSA 2003 report, the first of its kind in Pakistan, compared 120 districts of the 

country on the basis of their food insecurity. The report concluded that 37.6 per 

cent of rural population was food insecure. The 2010 report revealed a sharp from 

2003, when conditions of food security were inadequate in 45 per cent districts (i.e; 

54 out of 120). Almost half of population (48.6 per cent) doesn’t have access to 

sufficient food for active and healthy life at all times. 
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The first report in this series was released in 2003, the second in 2009 and currently 

work is under way to present the state of food security based on the data from 

2009-2012.   

Focal persons: Dr Abid Q. Suleri, Shakeel Ramay 

 

Integrated Food Security Phase Classification 

The Integrated Food Security Phase 
Classification (IPC) for Food Security Analysis 
framework is a standardized tool developed by 
FAO and WFP to classify food security into 
five distinct phases. Following the success of 
IPC in the regions of Africa and Latin 
America,In order to expand the process to 
South Asia, FAO held workshops in 
Bangladesh and Nepal, and later brought IPC 
to Pakistan. FAO and WFP commissioned 
SDPI to conduct necessary evaluations by 
deploying IPC tools. SDPI will further conduct 
Acute Food Security Analysis, and prepare a 
map depicting results of the analysis. 
 
In the first phase of the project, a review 

committee finalized a list of indicators.  The 

project has now entered its second phase where enumerators have been trained and 

sent out for data collection at the district level. The report will be completed in 

December 2012. 

SDPI will support policy consultation on IPC consultation output with key decision 
makers at national level meeting. 
Focal person: Duaa Syed, Shakeel Ramay 
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT/URBANIZATION/MIGRATION 

Contested Rural Development  

Background 

Funded by NCCR (North-South) & Zurich University, Switzerland, the programme 

revolves around rural poverty and inequality which persist across South Asia and 

beyond, despite the effects of “the market” and myriad development efforts by state 

departments, donors, and parts of civil society. Several studies by NCCR North-

South researchers have confirmed this. At the same time, various heterogeneous 

“non-state actors and social movements” have arisen that challenge and even resist 

state-run – mostly "neo-liberal" – development agendas in the region (e.g. peasant 

and farmers movements; workers movements; caste or religion-based movements; 

etc.). These actors and movements claim to rightfully represent people's desire to 

improve their lives, and adopt approaches ranging from non-violent protest to 

militancy.  

The research explores answer to the following question “Do non-state actors and 

social movements have the answers to rural poverty and inequality?”.The study 

further investigates the contrast between the stated visions and the on-ground 

practices of non-state actors and social movements. with regard to the prevailing 

acute poverty and inequality in the rural context. Comparative studies are being 

conducted in Pakistan, Nepal and India. In Pakistan, SDPI in collaboration with 

University of Agriculture, Faisalabad is conducting the research.  

The study primarily uses qualitative tools for interviews. Following are somje of the 

common reasons that were highlighted by the respondents for the emergence of 

social movements.  

� Inefficiency of the state in providing basic services and human rights  

� Protection of religious and ethnic culture in the region  

� Bringing change in the marketing mechanism/ policy of agriculture produce  

� Gender discrimination  

� Unequal and unjustified distribution/allocation of resources within the province  

The organizations/groups or social movements working in the study area can be 

broadly categorized into the following typology viz. rural development/human 

rights, cultural identity and religious identity. An inventory of local organizations 

and movements is being prepared and as second phase of the research, in-depth 

interviews will be conducted from the staff and stakeholders of the selected 

organizations.  

Focal persons: Dr Babar Shahbaz, Dr Tanvir Ali and Dr Abid Suleri  

International Collaborators: Dr Urs Geiser (Zurich University, Switzerland), Dr 

R. Ramakumar (TISS, India) 
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Rural to urban transition and the peri

mapping and understanding peri

of rural, urban and peri

workshop brought together Indian and Pakistani experts, scholars and key 

stakeholder groups such as governmental entities, donor programs and NGOs to 

discuss what kind of research is needed in these two countries re

urbanism. With the help of the networks formed, a thorough literature review, in

depth interviews with government entities and other key stakeholders and in

interviews with residents of chosen peri

draft of the National Status Report has been

Focal person

 

Migration and Development

Funded by NCCR (North

focuses on the role of return migrants knowledge and skill in socio

development

� To provide a better and more differentiated understan

knowledge and skills in the migration process in particular for a migrant’s 

personal and household’s advancement, and to explore challenges faced by the 

migrants in this regards. 

� To allow a critical reading of the “migration and develo

migrants are seen as potential agents of development. 
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Rural to urban transition and the peri-urban interface: identifying, 

mapping and understanding peri-urban areas in India and Pakistan 

SDPI is working in collaboration with South Asia 

Consortium for Interdisciplinary Water Resources 

Studies (Hyderabad, India) and East

(Honolulu, Hawaii) to study governance issues in 

peri-urban areas and what consequences peri

urbanization causes to the env

health. The chosen area for the study of peri

urbanization in Pakistan is Lahore district. The 

area was selected after thorough consultation from 

experts, previous studies and stakeholders, also the 

rich history of Lahore district was a major 

its selection. 

After an inception workshop in Islamabad, the 

teams began to work towards the National Status 

Report which aims to integrate and analyze 

information and data showing the relative degree 

of rural, urban and peri-urban characteristics of selected study areas. The inception 

workshop brought together Indian and Pakistani experts, scholars and key 

stakeholder groups such as governmental entities, donor programs and NGOs to 

discuss what kind of research is needed in these two countries re

urbanism. With the help of the networks formed, a thorough literature review, in

depth interviews with government entities and other key stakeholders and in

interviews with residents of chosen peri-urban areas have been conducted. A firs

f the National Status Report has been presented recently.  

Focal person: Qasim Shah, Anam Khan 

Migration and Development 

Funded by NCCR (North-South) & Zurich University, Switzerland, the study 

focuses on the role of return migrants knowledge and skill in socio

development---challenges and options in Pakistan. The objectives of the study are

To provide a better and more differentiated understanding of the role of 

knowledge and skills in the migration process in particular for a migrant’s 

personal and household’s advancement, and to explore challenges faced by the 

migrants in this regards.  

To allow a critical reading of the “migration and development” debate, where 

migrants are seen as potential agents of development.  

urban interface: identifying, 

urban areas in India and Pakistan  

ng in collaboration with South Asia 

Consortium for Interdisciplinary Water Resources 

Studies (Hyderabad, India) and East-West Center 

(Honolulu, Hawaii) to study governance issues in 

urban areas and what consequences peri-

urbanization causes to the environment and 

health. The chosen area for the study of peri-

urbanization in Pakistan is Lahore district. The 

area was selected after thorough consultation from 

experts, previous studies and stakeholders, also the 

rich history of Lahore district was a major factor in 

After an inception workshop in Islamabad, the 

teams began to work towards the National Status 

Report which aims to integrate and analyze 

information and data showing the relative degree 

s of selected study areas. The inception 

workshop brought together Indian and Pakistani experts, scholars and key 

stakeholder groups such as governmental entities, donor programs and NGOs to 

discuss what kind of research is needed in these two countries regarding peri-

urbanism. With the help of the networks formed, a thorough literature review, in-

depth interviews with government entities and other key stakeholders and in-depth 

urban areas have been conducted. A first 

 

Zurich University, Switzerland, the study 

focuses on the role of return migrants knowledge and skill in socio-economic 

The objectives of the study are: 

ding of the role of 

knowledge and skills in the migration process in particular for a migrant’s 

personal and household’s advancement, and to explore challenges faced by the 

pment” debate, where 
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� To contribute through research towards best practices to make use of the 

knowledge and skills of migrants and migrant’s networks for development 

purposes 

The field visits of Gujrat, Jhelum, Mandi Bahauddin and Faisalabad districts as well 

as surrounding areas have been carried out. These districts were chosen because a 

large number of people have gone abroad (Europe and North America) as migrants 

and these districts are major centres of small, medium and large-scale industries. We 

used qualitative methods of social research (key-informant interviews and personal 

observations). Those respondents (or households) were selected who have returned 

from abroad and now engaged in some sort of business or other employment, or 

those emigrants who were planning to invest their skills in their hometown.  

Focal Persons: Dr. Babar Shahbaz, Qasim Ali Shah  

International Collaborators: Dr. Anita Ghimire (Nepal) 

 

POLITICAL ECONOMY OF RESEARCH/REFUGEES 

Mapping policy relevant research and understanding political 

economy of research in Pakistan 

In the context of UK’s ambitious programme over the next four years that will see 

Pakistan becoming the UK’s largest development partner, SDPI is conducting the 

study. As part of this commitment to innovation, DFID Pakistan seeks to ensure 

that its policies and programmes are based on the best available evidence and 

understanding.  

The study aims at understanding the research and evaluation landscape in Pakistan. 

Mapping policy relevant research institutions will be an important step to allow 

policy makers and donor agencies to identify who the major players are, what the 

major research priorities are and what research is currently being conducted in the 

country. It focuses on the institutions that either provide research and evaluation to 

practitioners or policy makers or produce public goods research that specifically 

targets policy- and practice-relevant issues. The study will also highlight the 

possibilities and constraints facing the commissioning, undertaking and the policy 

uptake of research in Pakistan. It is thus expected to cover a wide range of issues 

related to the political economy of policy research in Pakistan while focusing upon 

following major themes; education, health, nutrition, Economics/finance/private 

sector development, governance/politics/political economy, Gender/equity/social 

policy including social protection,  conflict/peace studies, and programme 

evaluation.  
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The results of the study, which is expected to be launched in December, will be a 

valuable public good for others involved in commissioning, undertaking or using 

research in Pakistan.  

Focal persons: Geof Wood, Arif Naveed, Shehryar Khan, Umar Farooq, Fayyaz 

Yasin, Zaheer Abbas, Zara Khan.  

 

Integrated Solution Strategy for Afghan Refugees in Support of 

Volrep, Sustainable Reintegration, and Assistance to Host 

Countries (2012-2014) 

During October–December 2011, SDPI developed an UNHCR Programme 

documentation for integrated solution strategy for Afghan Refugees in Support of 

Volrep, Sustainable Reintegration, and Assistance to Host Countries (2012-2014). 

The core values of the programme addressed the issue of vulnerability among both 

Afghan and Pakistani populations with special attention to women and children. It 

examined the negative and positive socio-economic impact of the Afghan refugee 

population on Khyber Pakhtunkhwa ( formerly NWFP) and Baluchistan, and vice 

versa. The Management and Repatriation Strategy of Afghan Refugees in Pakistan 

contemplated an assertive plan to manage Afghans in Pakistan. The UNHCR 

programme documentation was meant for stakeholders’ conference and was 

categorized into two main components in which first was the Mainstreaming 

Component with four broad areas of concern i.e. Protection and Durable Solution, 

Health, Education and Urban development while the second was RAHA 

Programme Component covering the health, education, agriculture and 

environment, livelihood and environment, water and sanitation, and community 

services including gender issues.  

The main objective of the programme under the stakeholders’ conference was to 

improve the quality of life of all the Afghan refugees settled in Pakistan. The areas 

targeted for improvement were: health, education, water, sanitation, environment 

and livelihood, agriculture and community services. Results framework had also 

been composed to gauge the efficacy of the programmes against specific and spelt 

out deliverables.  

Focal person: Kanwar Muhammad Javed Iqbal  

 

GOVERNANCE 

Political Barometers 

In the run up to next general elections in Pakistan, an attempt is being made to 

understand the factors which may affect the voting decision of people. Respondents 
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across all the districts in Pakistan have been probed to assess their policy 

preferences on issues such as economic empowerment, religious freedom, access to 

information, helth, education, drone attcks, trade with India etc.  

The study aims to understand the policy releted research and evaluation landscape in 

Pakistan. Mapping policy relevant research institutions will be an important step to 

allow policy makers and donor agencies to identify who the major players are, what 

the major research priorities are and what research is currently being conducted in 

the country. Using this maping as an entry point the study aims to enhance 

understanding of political economy of research in Pakistan.  

Focal person: Dr Abid Q. Suleri, Shakeel Ramay 

 

CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILTY 

Corporate Conscience CSR in Pakistan – A study 

CSR is an emerging concept in Pakistan. The potential for CSR in a developing 

country automatically calls for a greater role of large businesses in addressing the 

issues faced by the societies they operate in. The trend for CSR related activities is 

increasing, both in terms of more companies developing CSR policies and investing 

in increasing percentages of gross sales to community service and sustainable 

development.  

Sponsored by Prakruthi, the purpose of the study is to contextualize Corporate 

Social Responsibility in Pakistan. The 2-year study was launched in January 2010.  

Focal Persons: Afshan Ahmed and Iftikhar Ahmed 

Project Coordinators: Pramod John and Sjoerd Panhuijson, Prakruthi 

 

Corporate Social Responsibility: Studying the sugar production 

process in Pakistan 

This research aims to understand the existing dynamics of CSR in the sugar 

production sector of Pakistan. The study examines the sugar arena and attempts to 

verify the barriers to CSR implementation. The sugar sector plays a central role in 

Pakistan’s economy from contributing in the national treasury to providing earnings 

to meager farmers.  

After individual scrutiny of key stakeholders in the sugar production cycle, the 

report presents all contradicting and supporting views narrowing down to 

understand the segments of the chain where the issues of corporate governance 

exist. The sector is analyzed on various levels like structural, environmental and 

developmental to establish that not only is the relationship between farmers and 
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sugar millers’ fragile and hostile but there seems to be a large policy and governance 

gap in the area. 

Focal Person

Project Coordinator:

 

South Asian Network on Sustainability an

Under this programme, a network was born out of the need to improve the 

sustainability of value chains, especially in the South Asian countries. 

This network was formed in Dhaka where a common goal and agenda for CSR 

Networking was identi

include: SDPI from Pakistan, Prakruthi from India, CSR Center from Bangladesh 

and the Center for Afghan Civil Society Support from Afghanistan. 

SANSAR, officially launched on 29th March, 2012 in Bangalore,

initiative in the right place at the right time. In 2012, Pakistan has drafted its own 

national CSR voluntary guidelines on the economic, social and environmental 

responsibilities of business. SANSAR is ideally placed to demonstrate the link 

between CSR, sustainability and poverty alleviation, and partner with businesses to 

initiate change in the region to bring about inclusive solutions. Its vision is:  “A 

world in which Sustainable & Responsible Business is the norm, the network’s 

mission hence is to promote the understanding and practice of Economic, Social 

and Environmental Responsibilities of Business.”

The main objective of it is ‘raising awareness for CSR interventions and activities 

addressing social and environmental issues’, and t

will achieve objectives are identified as:

� Policy Outreach

• Media Action

• Research Update/Actions

• Policy Advocacy

• Lobby Stakeholders

• Direct action

 ANNUAL REPORT 2012 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT POLICY INSTITUTE 

sugar millers’ fragile and hostile but there seems to be a large policy and governance 

gap in the area.  

Focal Person: Anam A Khan  

Project Coordinator: Qasim Ali Shah 

South Asian Network on Sustainability and Responsibility

Under this programme, a network was born out of the need to improve the 

sustainability of value chains, especially in the South Asian countries. 

This network was formed in Dhaka where a common goal and agenda for CSR 

Networking was identified among the founding members. Founding members 

include: SDPI from Pakistan, Prakruthi from India, CSR Center from Bangladesh 

and the Center for Afghan Civil Society Support from Afghanistan. 

SANSAR, officially launched on 29th March, 2012 in Bangalore,

initiative in the right place at the right time. In 2012, Pakistan has drafted its own 

national CSR voluntary guidelines on the economic, social and environmental 

responsibilities of business. SANSAR is ideally placed to demonstrate the link 

between CSR, sustainability and poverty alleviation, and partner with businesses to 

initiate change in the region to bring about inclusive solutions. Its vision is:  “A 

world in which Sustainable & Responsible Business is the norm, the network’s 

nce is to promote the understanding and practice of Economic, Social 

and Environmental Responsibilities of Business.”  

The main objective of it is ‘raising awareness for CSR interventions and activities 

addressing social and environmental issues’, and the core strategies through which it 

will achieve objectives are identified as: 

Policy Outreach 

Media Action 

Research Update/Actions 

Policy Advocacy 

Lobby Stakeholders 

Direct action 

sugar millers’ fragile and hostile but there seems to be a large policy and governance 

d Responsibility 

Under this programme, a network was born out of the need to improve the 

sustainability of value chains, especially in the South Asian countries.  

This network was formed in Dhaka where a common goal and agenda for CSR 

fied among the founding members. Founding members 

include: SDPI from Pakistan, Prakruthi from India, CSR Center from Bangladesh 

and the Center for Afghan Civil Society Support from Afghanistan.  

SANSAR, officially launched on 29th March, 2012 in Bangalore, India, is an 

initiative in the right place at the right time. In 2012, Pakistan has drafted its own 

national CSR voluntary guidelines on the economic, social and environmental 

responsibilities of business. SANSAR is ideally placed to demonstrate the link 

between CSR, sustainability and poverty alleviation, and partner with businesses to 

initiate change in the region to bring about inclusive solutions. Its vision is:  “A 

world in which Sustainable & Responsible Business is the norm, the network’s 

nce is to promote the understanding and practice of Economic, Social 

The main objective of it is ‘raising awareness for CSR interventions and activities 

he core strategies through which it 
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� Capacity Building 

� Research 

� Networking 

Best practices and strategies have to be shared to inspire the stakeholders to commit 

themselves to work on practical solutions on the producers’ side as well as the 

consumers’ side of the value chain. 

National chapters of SANSAR are now being set up in all founding countries. 

Membership to SANSAR National chapters will be through different categories. 

The main members will be CSOs, Academia and Foundation of Corporates who 

actively work with links in commodity or industry value chains.  

Focal persons: Anam A. Khan 

 

CLIMATE CHANGE AND ENVIRONMENT 

Impact of Climate Change on Mangroves Ecosystem in South Asia 

Mangrove forest is an important ecosystem for sustaining biodiversity and 

livelihoods of its dependent communities. The project seeks to provide science-

based information about the impact of climate change on mangrove ecosystem in 

South Asia.  

SDPI in collaboration with the Asia Pacific Network (APN) for Global Change, 

Japan conducted the comparative study on the impact of climate change on 

Mangroves ecosystem that involves three South Asian countries including 

Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and Pakistan. SDPI is the lead organization at the regional 

level and is responsible for coordination of work and collation of data from partner 
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countries. SDPI has also been able to engage experts on mangroves and climate 

change modeling from the United States of America (USA).In Pakistan SDPI is 

conducting the study in the areaswhich is highly vulnerable to Mangroves 

degradation i.e. KetiBundar,

The main objectives of the study include:

� To examine different climatic and hydrological factors under climate change 

scenarios and assess their linkage and interactions on mangrove ecosystems 

� To carry out vulnerabi

and processes those are affecting mangroves ecosystem sustainability in South 

Asia. 

� To develop necessary framework for adaptation/recommendations with respect 

to policy and institutional intervention 

development for decision makers at local, national and regional level.

The impact of sea level rise, decrease in fresh water flows in the region, and other 

climatic parameters like temperature fluctuations, precipitation 

analyzed for developing future scenarios of mangrove forests in South Asia. 

Socio-Economic Vulnerability mapping of dependent communities is being carried 

out to determine the exposure and sensitivity under climate change and 

environmental 

GIS/remote sensing techniques and statistical analysis. 

The overall vulnerability of mangroves ecosystem will be evaluated by using regional 

climate models, GIS and RS techniques, ecol

statistical methods.Three research papers are being extracted from the first year 

progress of project. One working paper depicting first year project results will be 

submitted in December, 2012. 

Final project report will be launched in December 2013. 

Focal persons:
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countries. SDPI has also been able to engage experts on mangroves and climate 

change modeling from the United States of America (USA).In Pakistan SDPI is 

conducting the study in the areaswhich is highly vulnerable to Mangroves 

degradation i.e. KetiBundar, district Thatta, in Sindh Province. .  

The main objectives of the study include: 

To examine different climatic and hydrological factors under climate change 

scenarios and assess their linkage and interactions on mangrove ecosystems 

To carry out vulnerability assessment for socio-economic variable, indicators 

processes those are affecting mangroves ecosystem sustainability in South 

To develop necessary framework for adaptation/recommendations with respect 

to policy and institutional intervention for mangroves’ sustainability and 

development for decision makers at local, national and regional level.

The impact of sea level rise, decrease in fresh water flows in the region, and other 

climatic parameters like temperature fluctuations, precipitation 

analyzed for developing future scenarios of mangrove forests in South Asia. 

Economic Vulnerability mapping of dependent communities is being carried 

out to determine the exposure and sensitivity under climate change and 

environmental degradations and also their coping and adaptability potential by using 

GIS/remote sensing techniques and statistical analysis.  

The overall vulnerability of mangroves ecosystem will be evaluated by using regional 

climate models, GIS and RS techniques, ecological network models and applying 

statistical methods.Three research papers are being extracted from the first year 

progress of project. One working paper depicting first year project results will be 

submitted in December, 2012.  

Final project report will be launched in December 2013.  

Focal persons:  Kashif Majid Maik, Sehrish Jahangir 

countries. SDPI has also been able to engage experts on mangroves and climate 

change modeling from the United States of America (USA).In Pakistan SDPI is 

conducting the study in the areaswhich is highly vulnerable to Mangroves 

 

To examine different climatic and hydrological factors under climate change 

scenarios and assess their linkage and interactions on mangrove ecosystems  

economic variable, indicators 

processes those are affecting mangroves ecosystem sustainability in South 

To develop necessary framework for adaptation/recommendations with respect 

r mangroves’ sustainability and 

development for decision makers at local, national and regional level. 

The impact of sea level rise, decrease in fresh water flows in the region, and other 

climatic parameters like temperature fluctuations, precipitation etc; are being 

analyzed for developing future scenarios of mangrove forests in South Asia.  

Economic Vulnerability mapping of dependent communities is being carried 

out to determine the exposure and sensitivity under climate change and 

degradations and also their coping and adaptability potential by using 

The overall vulnerability of mangroves ecosystem will be evaluated by using regional 

ogical network models and applying 

statistical methods.Three research papers are being extracted from the first year 

progress of project. One working paper depicting first year project results will be 
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Sustainable Ship-breaking Initiative (SSI) for Trade and 

Sustainability in Ship-breaking Industry of Pakistan  

In October 2011, SDPI launched Sustainable Ship-breaking Initiative in order to 

address the policy and governance related matters of environmental and social 

aspects of ship-breaking industry, which requires serious considerations at this 

critical point of time. The global center for ship-breaking and recycling industry is 

located in South Asia, specifically in Bangladesh, India, China and Pakistan which 

accounts for 70–80 per cent of the international market for ship breaking of ocean-

going vessels. This is mainly due to a shift seen in 1980 as a result of global 

environmental order when several countries enacted legislation to ban ship-breaking 

in their countries. As a result, this industry has been shifted towards South Asia 

region. This comes with an unprecedented damage to nature and exploitation of 

workers’ at large.  

In July 2012, SDPI decided to develop a Position Paper on ‘Environmental and 

Social Aspects of Ship-breaking Industry in Pakistan’ in collaboration with NGO 

Ship-breaking Platform (NSP), Brussels, Belgium. The objective of the paper is to 

recommend improvements through best practices based on the findings / outcomes 

of this research work. The Paper would be helpful for social, economic and 

environmental uplift of the region both for the owners and the workers. It is 

expected that this position paper would serve the national interest for the revival 

and positive projection of Pakistan’s Ship-breaking Industry at regional and 

international level. The paper would also be helpful further in strengthening the 

Shipping Services Industry through production of another position paper in its 

series with key focus on "Promotion of Shipping Services in South Asia". 

Based on the findings and recommendations of the Paper, SDPI will develop a 

long-term SSI Pakistan Programme in collaboration with NGO Ship-breaking 

Platform, Brussels, Belgium in order to bring improvements in trade and 

sustainability in Ship-breaking Industry of Pakistan. 

Focal person: Kanwar Muhammad Javed Iqbal 

 

Climate change impact on ecosystem in Central Karakoram 

National Park  

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) engaged Sustainable 

Development Policy Institute (SDPI) to develop a report on climate change impact 

on the ecosystem in Central Karakoram National Park (CKNP). CKNP covers an 

area of 10,000 sq. kmand constitutes Skardu, Ghanche, Gilgit and Hunza districts. 

The area is of considerable importance to Pakistan as a number of glaciers feeding 

the Indus water system are situated there. It is an area withrich biodiversity, 

particularly with reference to the different species of flora and fauna. 
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The local community in the region is greatly reliant upon the local ecosystem for its 

survival. Taking into account the fact that temperature rise in the mountainous 

regions of Pakistan has been higher than the other regions of the country and owing 

to the increased intensity of natural disasters like landslides and glacial lake outburst 

floods (GLOF), it is important to study the impact of climate change in CKNP. 

The project investigated the impactsof climate change on the ecosystem of CKNP 

region hence addressing region’s social, environmental and economic make-up. An 

effort has also been made to explore the vulnerable ecosystem components such as 

region’s infrastructure and the local communities.  

Primary data was collectedfrom CKNP illustrating adaptation and mitigation 

measures enacted to decrease the hazards associated with the climate change. The 

data also revealed the preparedness of authorities in the region and at the national 

level to deal with climate change. The efforts by the local authorities were also 

compared withthe international best practices on climate change preparedness.   

The project activities includedinception workshop, stakeholders’ meeting, primary 

data collection, secondary data analysis, statistical analysis and consultative 

workshop..Based on the findings and need assessment of the area a campaign kit 

has been developed which will be executed in December 2012.  Final report of the 

project will be launched in December, 2012.  

Focal person: Shakeel Ramay, Sehrish Jahangir 

 

Climate Change and Food Security Project 

CGIAR, an umbrella organization of agriculture research institutions, engaged SDPI 

to prepare an annotated bibliography of research on food security, vulnerability to 

climate variability, containing approximately 150 sources. Following the completion 

of the bibliography, an atlas mapping food insecurity in the region would be created   

With the help of the identified and reviewed a list of national, regional and 

international secondary sources on food security and climate change annotated 

bibliography of about 130 select research papers, reports, policy briefs etc.hasalso 

been compiled. Moreover,SDPI with the help of a team of experts has drafted GIS-
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based graphs and maps for the visual representation of food security & climate 

change situation in Pakistan. 

Provincial workshops were also organized to disseminate and share the findings. 

Focal person: Shakeel Ahmad Ramay and SadiaMunawar 

 

ENERGY GOVERNANCE/WATER 

Thar Coal: Myths and Realities 

Revisiting NEPRA’s Role in Encouraging Coal Exploration 

Keeping in view the need for revisiting energy policies and highlighting the realities 

of Thar Coal Project, SDPI released a comprehensive report titled “Thar Coal: 

Myths and Realities, A revisit on NEPRA’s role in encouraging coal exploitation in 

Pakistan”.  

The Sindh Arid Zone Development Authority (SAZDA) and the British Overseas 

Development Agency discovered the Thar Coal reserves in 1992. Thar Coal is 

generally of Lignite form, and it is credited as of a low-ranking coal type, which lies 

between coal and peat. The energy content of the lignite coal is 5,774 Btu/lb, 

moisture content is 46.77 per cent, ash content is 6.24per cent and sulphur content 

is 1.16 per cent. Due to its low energy density, Thar lignite is economically least 

beneficial for nation. The method involves converting coal into a combustible gas, 

which can be used for industrial heating, power generation or the manufacture of 

hydrogen, synthetic natural gas or diesel fuel. Coal used to produce gas would be a 

better alternative to it being used directly for electricity generation. Given the 

severity of the current gas crisis, coal could be better for this purpose. 

The findings of the report suggest that NEPRA needs to benchmark its 

performance against the Indian Act of Electricity, which was promulgated in 2003. 

Provisions in the Indian Electricity Act 2003, specifically Section 86(1) (e), stress on 

the promotion of environmentally friendly benign policies, which promote 

cogeneration and generation of electricity from renewable sources of energy. The 

solution of energy crisis in Pakistan lies in cheap and green hydropower. Therefore, 

in order to ease Pakistan’s energy crisis, the immediate and long-term solution 

entails starting multi-purpose hydropower projects. These would help overcome the 

challenge of sustaining a positive economic growth, which is direly needed at the 

moment but also enable the water and energy sectors for further development. 

The report initiated a debate on technical and financial viability of this project in 

media. The report, highlighting the facts and environmental costs associated with 

this project compelled the stakeholders to revisit the energy policy. The findings of 

the reports were endorsed in the technical review of this project done by Planning 

Commission of Pakistan upon the release of this report. The report was not only 
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opted by USAID, NUST and Engineering University Peshawar but also endorsed by 

the Planning Commission of Pakistan. 

Focal persons: Arshad H Abbasi 

 

Pakistan Power Sector Outlook: Appraisal of KESC in Post 

Privatization Period 

The present energy crisis in Pakistan is worsening day by day due to increased 

reliance on costly oil imports, lack of proactive approach and ignorance about 

sustainable options in energy corridors of the country. High dependency on fossil 

fuel for electricity generation has drained the national exchequer and mounting 

import bill continues to exert pressure on the trade deficit and the foreign exchange 

reserves. The economic growth has suffered a serious setback coupled with 

substantial decrease in GDP, unemployment and civil distress hovering over the 

nation’s security like a disaster. 

In purview of this burgeoning energy crisis and the need to revisit the policies and 

institutional framework, SDPI has recently launched a report titled “Pakistan Power 

Outlook: Appraisal of KESC in Post Privatization Period”. The report, while 

discussing KESC as a case study, not only analyzed the energy crisis but also gave 

solutions to the issue. It is worth mentioning that the report has been reviewed and 

endorsed by the top universities and academicians.  

The main objective of the study is to find the root cause and underlying factors 

behind the ongoing energy crisis and present solid, doable and practical solutions to 
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the government so that the crisis could be overcome in a shortest possible time. The 

project that started in September 2011 was completed in July 2012 

The findings and recommendations of the report are equally applicable to all 

thermal power plants of the country, which are generating 70% of the electricity 

within the country.  The findings suggest that enhancement in fuel efficiency 

(generation per unit of fuel) would not only help generate more electricity from the 

available fuel (increased supply of electricity), but also reduce prices of electricity by 

bringing down the cost of generation (at cheaper rate). At the same time, fuel 

efficiency would result in saving the scarce fiscal resources the government spends 

on subsidizing the power sector. 

In addition to the improvement in fuel efficiency the report also drew the attention 

towards the immense hydro power potential available in Pakistan but only 10% of 

indentified potential of 60,312MW has so far been utilized.  

Focal persons: Arshad H Abbasi, Fareeha Mehmood 

 

Track-II Diplomacy on Water 

Water is a major area of concern in South Asia. Moreover, water scarcity, climate 

change and trans-boundary sharing of water have further complicated the situation 

as well as the relations among South Asian countries. Pakistan-India relations on 

water are at odds since a long and the situation is becoming more serious with every 

passing day.  

Keeping in mind the dire need to discuss and devise a viable solution of the issue, 

SDPI is partnering with the Stimson Center, Washington, D.C., USA and Observer 

Research Organization, Delhi, India to initiate the process of dialogue at Track-II 

level. In Pakistan, SDPI is the host to identify and facilitate relevant experts to be 

the part of Track-II dialogue process.  

Experts from India and Pakistan including diplomats, policy-makers, professionals, 

civil society representatives etc are discussing the issue regularly. A final report 

based on these discussions will be presented in 2013.  

Focal Person: Shakeel Ahmad Ramay 
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HEALTH/EDUCATION 

Rapid Assessment Study for Development of Gender Responsive 

Campaign Strategy and IEC Manual 

SDPI has worked with World Health Organization (WHO) to conduct for them a 

Rapid Assessment Study for the development of Gender Responsive Campaign 

Strategy and IEC Manual regarding health impact of agrochemicals being used in 

agriculture sector of Pakistan. A full rapid assessment research report, a campaign 

strategy, a brochure, posters and other IEC material in English, Urdu and Sindhi 

languages were prepared. 

According to the Rapid Assessment Study report, the use of agrochemicals in 

Pakistan has increased drastically during the last 50 years. Pesticides are used in high 

quantities during the process of growing major crops such as cotton, sugarcane, 

paddy and vegetables that have put the health of millions of agriculture workers at 

risk, especially in the cotton growing districts of rural Punjab and Sindh. Women in 

these districts are particularly vulnerable to pesticides as they are responsible for 

picking cotton, growing vegetables and helping men in the application of pesticides. 

The health problems faced by these women often remain unreported and untreated 

in the absence of proper health facilities available in rural areas, lack of data 

collection and lack of research facilities. 

The report further says despite a number of policy reforms, the health and 

agriculture sectors in Pakistan remain unresponsive to the health needs of the poor 

farmers. Women farmers are the major victims of this policy deficit. Stereotypical 

social and cultural gender perceptions that deny women’s role as an active 

contributor to the economy of Pakistan is the main stumbling block in 

underreporting both of women’s contribution as well as health hazards that they get 

exposed to while working on farms. This phenomenon in turn excludes women 

farmers from yielding benefits of whatever little programs or policies available on 

quality pest management program, education and awareness about safe handling of 

pesticides and health practices, compared to their male counterparts.  

Through this rapid assessment, WHO wants to develop a gender sensitive 

communication strategy to create awareness about the safe handling of agro-

chemicals. SDPI teams carried out this assessment in 5 target districts 

(Muzaffarabad-AJK; Jamshoro, Dadu, Hyderabad-Sindh; and Kasur-Punjab) under 

the WHO Gender and Health Programme component as part of the One UN 

Gender Equality Interventions.  

The Rapid Assessment report says the government should develop a comprehensive 

legal and institutional framework for formulating rules and regulations to regulate 

markets of agrochemicals and to prepare guidelines for safe handling of such 

hazardous chemicals. Such framework should be developed in consultation with 

important stakeholders such as relevant government ministries and line departments 
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(especially health, education, population, labour and the food sector); 

representatives of famers, media, civil society, agrochemical industry etc.   

The relevant policy guidelines and protocols for administering the hazardous 

chemicals, regulating their sale, purchase & storage should be widely disseminated in 

local languages by using all possible means of communication. Such guidelines 

should be in non-technical language that may be easy to understand for a layperson.   

The policies should be made to enable actors in agrochemical supply chain 

(manufacturers; distributors; and retail sellers) to design and launch gendered 

advocacy campaigns on health and safety issues around agrochemical usage.  

The Rapid Assessment report provided a base for development of a campaign 

strategy manual and IEC Material. The campaign strategy manual has been prepared 

to undertake a gender responsive communications campaign and training 

programme to create awareness among farming communities at household level in 

five selected villages in Sindh, Punjab and Azad Jammu and Kashmir (Dadu, 

Jamshoro, Nawabshah, Kasur and Muzaffarabad). The Manual provides key 

technical information and strategic guidelines to undertake a successful 

communications and awareness campaign among farming communities at 

household level with proper messaging to protect people, men, women and children 

from toxic risks of agrochemicals. Social mobilizers, community and local religious 

leaders, communications teams from INGOs, NGOs, government departments 

(health, education and agriculture) and agrochemical producing companies may use 

this manual for launch of an outreach campaign through media and other local 

channels and to conduct training of farming communities and other stakeholders on 

safe use and handling of agrochemicals.  

Benefitting from this comprehensive manual, the campaigners, communications 

practitioners from government and non government sectors and multinational 

companies can draw up their talks and presentations to deliver to the relevant 

communities and stakeholders on the subject while conducting communications and 

training programmes in gender perspective. 

Focal person: Shafqat Munir 

 

Equitable Education in Pakistan 

Addressing Gender and Rural Urban gaps in higher secondary schools of Islamabad 

through promoting social accountability was a joint initiative of SDPI and Affiliated 

Network for Social Accountability - South Asia Region (ANSA-SAR). During the 

one-and-a-half year of its duration, the project, through implementing Citizen 

Report Card (CRC), spread awareness on state’s obligation to provide free access to 

quality education to its citizens under Article 25-A and captured the current status 

of access, availability and quality of education to the dwellers of Alipur Farash and 

Hansa Colony (the two slums in Islamabad capital territory). 
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Some of the major activities conducted under the project included CRC survey, 

open hearings with education officials in the respective slums and establishment of 

community education forums that serve as the watch-guards of the education affairs 

in target communities. Moreover, for the promotion of social accountability in 

Pakistan to improve the quality of public service delivery, SDPI organized a training 

for over 20 development sector officials on conducting Citizen Report Card, held 

one-day training on social accountability for teachers, hosted a number of seminars 

on the given themes, created a nationwide network for the promotion of social 

accountability (Pakistan Social Accountability Network) and launched a brief and 

comprehensive report on the findings of the project along with recommendations 

for desired improvements. 

Focal person: Fayyaz Yaseen 

 

Poverty & SociaI Impact Assessment of KP Stipend Program for 

Female Students 

The programme focuses on the following policy impact questions:  

� To what extent the program has achieved its intended outcomes? 

� Was the program implemented in the given time frame? 

� To what extent the process of scholarship distribution addressed the needs of 

the poor? 

� To what extent the program played a role in reducing gender gap? 

� What were the influencing factors in the program? 

� What systems of monitoring and accountability were employed during the 

program? 

� What lessons can be learned from the program? 

� What were the challenges of scholarship program implementation? 

� How records were maintained about the scholarship? 

� What follow up mechanisms were used to ensure the scholarship recipients that 

they were using it for the right purpose? 

� What was the opinion of education officials and parents about the scholarship? 

� What are the views of the scholarship holders about this support?  

The final report of this project has been submitted. 

Focal persons: Dr Vaqar Ahmed and Zeshan 
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AGRICULTURE 

Agriculture is the backbone of Pakistan’s economy, and it is one of the largest 

contributors of National Gross Domestic Product (NGDP) of the country. As 

agriculture is the backbone of the country's economy the same way seed is the back 

bone of agriculture. 

Performance of agriculture sector is heavily dependent on the quality of seed being 

sown. The agriculture sector contributes about 21percent of the GDP and offers 

employments to 45 percent available labor force of the country. Agriculture being 

the major pillar of economy earns around 60 percent of the country’s total earning 

of export which directly and indirectly contributes to 85 per cent foreign exchange 

earning of Pakistan.  

 

Seed Bank in Pakistan 

Unfortunately, Pakistan does not have any national agriculture policy. Absence of 

policy created number of problems for agriculture. Keeping in view the importance 

of seed industry and in order to address the problems faced by the stakeholders in 

agriculture and seed sector, a desk study coupled with interviews from concerned 

stake holders was conducted by SDPI during December 2011 – June 2012. This 

study was intended to highlight and identify the current status of seed industry in 

Pakistan and suggested the solutions for the problems faced by the informal sector 

within the seed industry. 

This study was intended to meet the following objectives:  

� Current Status of Seed Industry in Pakistan 

� What is the difference between formal and informal sector within the Seed 

Industry in Pakistan and role of multinational companies in seed sector 

� What are the policies, laws and regulations governing the Seed Industry in 

Pakistan 

� What is the institutional framework within the Seed Industry and how it 

operates in Pakistan 

� Devise solutions and strategies in order to address the shortcomings within the 

seed industry and highlight the importance of community seed bank in Pakistan 

� Introduce the concept of regional seed banks and its benefits and operational 

modalities after consulting the concerned stake holders.  

This study shows that the seed industry has been divided in to formal and informal 

sectors. The formal sector constitutes the national and multinational companies 

whereas the informal sector comprises farmer-driven agricultural system. 

Focal persons: Shakeel Ahmed Ramay, Sadaf Liaquat, Fareeha Mehmood 
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RELIGIOUS DIVERSITY 

Promoting Freedom of Belief 

After having worked on human rights in general and minority rights specifically, 

SDPI took up a  project with the assistance of Minority Rights Group. The aim of 

the study was to find  the international framework and mechanisms that exist to 

protect religious freedom and evidence of Pakistan’s commitments to these 

frameworks and mechanisms. The project discusses theimportance of awareness 

amongminorities in Pakistan about international frameworks, their rights to religious 

freedom and their real experience about freedom of religion. It further discusses the 

understanding of Pakistan’s majority community as well as the country’s obligations 

to protect religious freedom. The primary data that has been collected from 

different areas of Pakistan. Key informants of the project are religious minorities of 

Pakistan, government officials, civil society organizations, political leaders, 

journalists and activists. The report will be launched in December 2012.  

Focal persons: Ahmed Salim, Afsheen Naz, Mome Saleem 
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Impact Assessment 2012  

DPI is carrying out the third part of impact assessment, process review and 

monitoring and evaluation for various agencies and organizations working for 

the sustainable development in Pakistan.  During 2011- 2012, SDPI carried 

out impact assessment study and Process Review for the Sindh Rural Support 

Organization (SRSO). 

The process review covers three districts such as Shikarpur, Kashmore-Kanhdkot 

and Jacobabad. The purpose of the assessment is to find out if the operations of 

Union Council Based Poverty Reduction Program (UCBPRP) are in line with the 

SOPs designed by SRSO. SRSO has been very successful in Sindh and under the 

UCBPRP, SRSO has conducted the ‘Poverty Score Card’ survey in 106 union 

councils in three districts and has so far surveyed 512,732 households. Out of these, 

267,554 households have been organized in to 15,360 Community Organizations 

(COs), coming together in 5,294 Village Organizations (VOs). At the union council 

level, these VOs are amalgamated into Local Support Organizations (LSOs) and 

currently 27 of these exist. 64 members of LSOs have been trained in management 

so far while 39,226 CO members and 32,443 VO members have also been trained. 

About 90% of all households covered in the process review have been organized 

into COs and VOs. Poverty Score Card (PSC) for all households in the coverage 

area was collected. This result was then compared with the poverty scores provided 

to the SDPI team by SRSO’s Project Implementation Unit (PIU). Poverty scores 

available with the PIU were those that had been collected in 2009 when the 

UCBPRP was launched. According to SRSO officials, these records are updated for 

each household if and when the SRSO officers realize that there is a need to do so. 

In order to ascertain the poverty levels of targeted populations, SRSO has employed 

the ‘Poverty Score Card’ (PSC). As of December 2011, this score card has been 

filled for 116 union councils in Shikarpur, Kashmore-Kandhkot and Jacobabad. It 

must also be mentioned here that due to interruption in operations due to floods 

last year, the UCBPRP was extended for another year. Poverty Score Card ranks 

targeted households into four different categories, which are defined as following:  

1. ‘Extremely Poor’ are households whose score on the PSC is between 0 and 11. 

2. ‘Chronically Poor’ are households whose score on the PSC is between 12 and 

18. 

3. ‘Transitory Poor’ are households whose score on the PSC is between 19 and 23. 

4. ‘Non-Poor’ are households whose score on the PSC is between 24 and 100. 

Till December 2011, SRSO had organized 267,554 households into 15,360 

Community Organizations (CO), which in turn provide members for 5,924 Village 

Organizations (VO). These village organizations have so far clustered into 27 Local 

Support Organizations (LSO) with 64 members in total. These members have been 

provided with training to enable to conduct management skills training at the village 

and community level.  

S
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SRSO staff provides communities with the know-how and support required to 

mobilize socially. COs and VOs have been provided with rural support products 

and these products are designed while keeping in mind the local context of poverty. 

The use of these products by the beneficiaries is dictated by their PSC i.e. different 

categories enable a household to receive different sorts of products. These products 

are as follows: 

Social mobilization of the target population into Community Organisations 

(CO) and Village Organisations (VO) 

1. Income Generating Grants (IGG)  

2. Small Loans from the Community Investment Fund (CIF) 

3. Vocational Training Program (VTP) 

4. Unskilled Labor Opportunities through Community Physical Infrastructure 

(CPI) 

5. Micro Health Insurance (MHI) 

6. Education, which focuses on rehabilitation of built schools which are non-

operational.  

7. Village Rehabilitation Program (VRP) 

 SDPI randomly selected 5% of these UCs for process review. The Process review 

covers 3 districts, 10 Tehsils, 16 union councils, and 24 villages. Out of the 16 UCs, 

5 are from Shikarpur, 5 from Kashmore-Kandhkot and 6 are from Jacobabad. Total 

number of COs in the process review is 23 and the total number of VOs is 16. Both 

the UCs and the villages were randomly selected by the SRSO staff and SDPI had 

no role in deciding which VOs to include in the process review. It must also be 

noted that the calculation of the poverty score is undertaken at SRSO’s office and 

SDPI has no role in calculation of these scores. 
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The level of success that has been achieved by the UCBPRP since 2009 is 

remarkable. There is a sense of achievement, ownership and confidence amongst 

the mobilized HHs. It must also be appreciated that SRSO provides interest free 

loans to its beneficiaries and that most of the HHs have seen a rise in the poverty 

score since the initiation of the program. Another positive impact of the program 

has been integration of different ethnicities and cultures under the COs and VOs. 

These people have realized the power which lies in collective action and it really is 

beautiful to observe the change in attitudes of the beneficiaries towards what they 

can achieve with their will power. 

In VO Kamal Bhangwar, SDPI team observed that members of Baloch ethnicity 

were feeling at home in Sind because of their integration in to the society through 

the UBPRP. This assimilation and dialogue between HHs at village and community 

level has led to innovative solutions to the common problems. It has also led to 

dispute resolution and created trust between SRSO and the locals. The assimilations 

does not only work for the migrants into Sind but also for the different ‘baradaris’ in 

the area.  

In VO ChannaMaula, district Kashmore-Kandhkot, the children of the village had 

formed their own organization and had a savings account worth PKR 300. The VO 

members from this village also told the SDPI team that they planned on starting a 

primary school for girls but the local ‘vadera’ was against this. VO said that they had 

talked to SRSO about this; the SRSO staff reassured them that this problem will be 

taken up with the district administration. Such examples need to be shared with the 

public and especially with the VOs and COs of other areas in the region so that they 

can learn from best practices.  

An important observation made by the 

SDPI team is that majority of the target 

population does not have any access to 

televisions. The process review team is 

of the opinion that if the CO and VO 

members are given distance learning 

material, they can come up with 

innovative ideas to uplift their socio-

economic conditions. One thing that 

could be done is to make video 

presentations on best practices related 

to RSP products across Sind initially 

and then showcase these to the 

CO/VO members. The content can be 

expanded to include national and global 

examples. This way they can see what 

practices have what particular benefits 

and can create the best solutions for 

themselves.  
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It was also observed that the CNICs of local population had wrong date of births 

because of the non0availiabiulty of this sort of data from the district administration 

records. Some COs/VOs had taken up the task of making lists of births and deaths 

in their area and were maintaining these records to facilitate the problems faced by 

locals while applying for identification documents. Practices like this can be 

encouraged in other COs/VOs and can be linked with NADRA to ensure that 

NADRA records are accurate.  

In areas visited by the process review team in Jacobabad, it was observed that a 

dearth of midwives was causing a lot of problems for pregnant women. Residents of 

this area were of the view that if SRSO can help initiate midwives training or 

establish a mother and child health center in the vicinity it would help save many 

lives. Similarly, the standard of schools in this region was also very poor although 

SDPI process review did not include any schools from this district but this 

observation was made while talking to the local population.  

In the VO, Din Muhammad Malik, some beneficiaries of MHI 

were experiencing delay in the delivery of health insurance 

cards. Even though most of these beneficiaries had not yet 

used the card, they were very satisfied with the fact that they 

had in fact the possession of something that was their very 

own and was guaranteed to work. This kind of attitude is 

observable in other cases with other SRSO products as well. 

While this is a very positive change, SRSO must be cautious to 

remember that it is their duty to make the beneficiaries and 

the target populations realize that this just the beginning of 

what they can achieve through RSPs and the video based 

distance learning mentioned earlier in this section can go a 

long way in just doing that.  

Also, the quality of training especially trainings based on 

exposure visits must be improved and these trainings must 

include more members and ask them to think out of the box 

solution that will work for them by learning from other 

examples.  

BDOs still have to start working and making themselves 

useful to the VTP trainees. There is still a need to make the 

beneficiaries of MHI better understand whether OPD is 

covered in the insurance or not. The beneficiaries of IGG 

have all engaged in purchase of livestock, and although given 

the circumstances, this might be the best investment possible. 

But SRSO needs to help these beneficiaries figure out how to diversify their 

investment portfolio. Examples exist where beneficiaries have invested money into 

organizing a small vegetable garden in their backyard which feeds the entire HHs 

during months of low HH income.  
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To sum up, there is a great deal of change that has accompanied UCBPRP, and this 

change needs to make its way in to the greater literature so that more people also 

learn from this example. Publications based on the research conducted, on case 

studies and poverty score trajectories can be very helpful in garnering more financial 

and moral support for the UCBPRP.  

Impact Assessment 

Impact Assessment of the Union Council Based Poverty Reduction Program 

(UCBPRP), which was conducted by Sustainable Development Policy Institute 

(SDPI) upon the request of Sindh Rural Support Organization (SRSO). The exercise 

covers two districts like Shikarpur and Kashmore-Kanhdkot and its purpose is to 

determine the hard impact of the UCBPRP in terms of assets. 

In order to carry out the exercise, SDPI was provided with the list of all UCs, 

villages and the beneficiaries in 85 Union Councils and 7 Tehsils of two districts of 

Shikarpur and Kahsmore-Kandhkot. The exercise covers the said two districts, all 7 

Tehsils and 17 union councils, which makes the total sample to 20 per cent. Out of 

the 17 UCs, 10 are from Shikarpur and 7 from Kashmore-Kandhkot. In the context 

of 2010 floods in UCBPRP operational area, 10 non-flood, 6 flood-affected and one 

partly-affected UC is selected to determine the impacts. Total number of 

beneficiaries assessed the exercise is 542 of 17 sample UCs.  

The key findings of the study suggest that a total of 414 (76.38%) beneficiaries came 

out of the poverty bands and moved to the higher categories. Only 40 (7.38%) were 

living under the ‘extremely poor’, category while 88 (16.24%) left in the category of 

‘chronically poor’. 116 (21.40%) moved the next category of ‘transitory poor’ and 

298 (54.98%) non-poor. 

Keeping in view the results of the study, it is strongly recommended to carry out 

more comprehensive and broad-based impact assessment for targeted and sector-

wise interventions in future under UCBPRP. There is also need to determine the 

internal and external factors behind: 55% came out of poverty bands and moved to 

the non-poor category and 45% remained extremely poor and transitory poor. It is 

further recommended that UCBPRP may be continued further to protect all three 

poverty bands.  

Recommendations 

� A more comprehensive and broad-based impact assessment is required for 

targeted and sector-wise interventions in future under UCBPRP 

� There is a need to determine internal and external factors behind: 55% came out 

of poverty bands and moved to the non-poor category and 45% remained poor 

and transitory poor. 

� Keeping in view the positive impacts of both non-flood and disaster-related 

interventions, UCBPRP may be continued further to protect all three poverty 

bands. 
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� The beneficiary who has shifted to the non-poor category may also need to be 

taken care in future SRSO interventions or may be excluded through phase-out 

strategy. Different nature of programs may also be designed to target non-poor 

category. 

� Since social mobilisation is a major factor besides financial assistance to alleviate 

poverty and empower women, it needs more focus investments. 

� Comprehensive Study need to be conducted to determine soft impacts of the 

program. 

� There is a need to conduct communication audit of the programme in order to 

devise comprehensive communication strategy to reach out beneficiaries in an 

effective manner. 

� Also, need to record success stories, where beneficiaries have benefitted from 

the UCBPRP interventions in particular and the whole community in general. 

An empirical study also needs to be conducted to determine the role of external 

factors in overall increase in the poverty score. These programmes can be like 

Benazir Income Support Programme (BISP) and other government sector flood and 

non-flood related interventions.  

 

BCI Verification Visit 

Better Cotton Initiative is designed to make cotton production in better 

environment. It is better for the farmers who grow it. BCI is implementing this 

initiative in Rahim Yar Khan and Sukkar and is also training farmers as how to 

avoid unnecessary use of pesticides and conserve nature and water. After that, BCI 

hires third party to verify whether the farmers have adopted this practice or not.  

For this purpose, Fair Labour Association (FLA) India, was hired as third party 

verifier.  FLA requested SDPI to do some verification for them in Sukkar and 

Rahim Yar Khan. From SDPI two verifiers (Nazim Ali (Monitoring & Evaluation 

Specialist) and Maqsood Ahmad (Consultant)) paid visits to RYK and Sukkar to 

check actual vigor of cotton, status of pest and disease, water management practices, 

child labor incidence and other health and safety compliances followed be interview 

with farmers about their production practices. Based on observations and 

interviews, verifiers submitted two reports, one for RYK and other for Sukkar. 

 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POLICYPOLICYPOLICYPOLICY    ADVOCACY AND OUTREACH UNITADVOCACY AND OUTREACH UNITADVOCACY AND OUTREACH UNITADVOCACY AND OUTREACH UNIT    



 ANNUAL REPORT 2012 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT POLICY INSTITUTE 2 

olicy Advocacy and Outreach Unit is mainly engaged in public interest 

campaigns, some of which are long-term and others tend to respond to an 

emerging issue of public interest on an immediate basis. Raising awareness, 

stakeholders’ mobilization and partnership on environmental, economic, political 

and social issues is the primary agenda of the advocacy unit. The institute 

undertakes policy advocacy, networking & partnership and litigation on issues of 

public interest. Policy advocacy and outreach campaigns are people-centrered 

especially pro-poor and pro vulnerable demanding more stakeholders’ participation, 

transparency, accountability responsiveness, efficiency and effectiveness, equality 

and equity, rule of law and national debate aiming public policy related decision-

making and implementation process at different levels. SDPI engages two types of 

advocacy.  

� The first is reactive and focuses on issues falling within the institute’s mandate 

such as human rights, religious tolerance, globalization, environmental 

activitism, religious minority rights, issues of national public policy, governance 

and academic freedom. 

� The second is proactive and is based on research findings; it involves 

lobbying by the research and advocacy staff through participation in 

conferences, workshops and seminars writing in journals and newspapers, 

appearing on the electronic media as well as serving on important committees 

and commissions.  

Given the dearth of research based advocacy in Pakistan, the purpose of SDPI’s 

efforts is both to support specific causes and be a role model to set a precedent in 

an attempt to make up for the lack of well informed advocacy in Pakistan. The 

ultimate destiny of the Unit is people’s empowerment with a greater focus on poor 

and socially-excluded sections of the society.  The detail of events conducted by the 

Advocacy Unit can be viewed at Annexure 3. Some important events are as under: 

Community of Practices on Social Accountability 

A consultative workshop on Social Accountability was arranged with a strong follow 

up at later stages. Following sequence was followed during the workshop.  

1. Registration and introduction of the participants 

2. Briefing by SDPI on CoP on Social Accountability tools (Gulbaz Ali Khan) 

3. Social Accountability Experience – Hisaar Foundation (Farzana Saleem) 

4. Stocktaking of Social Accountability work in Pakistan 

5. How to maintain the CoP’s work on Social Accountability – Way forward 

(Open Discussion) 

The consultation was held under a joint initiative of Affiliated Network for Social 

Accountability in South Asia (ANSA SAR), Consumer Unity and Trust Society 

(CUTS) and International and Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI). 

The delegates of civil society and development organizations from all across the 

country participated in the meeting organized at SDPI conference hall. The motive 

P
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of this one-day meeting was to seek input from Pakistan Social Accountability 

Network (PSAN) members and the like minded organizations for the formation of 

Community of Practices (CoP) on Social Accountability tools.  

The specific objectives of this meeting included: 

� Building a network of likeminded individuals and organizations to retain, 

exchange and manage knowledge and experiences on SAc tools 

� Providing a shared context for people to communicate and share information, 

stories and personal experiences in a way that builds understandings and 

insights about SAc. 

Focal person: Fayyaz Yaseen  

 

Roundtable Conference 

A stock-taking roundtable on social accountability was organized in Islamabad 

where representatives of over 15 organizations from across Pakistan participated 

and shared their ideas of promoting social accountability for attaining good 

governance and improving the quality of public service delivery in the country. 

 The conference, aimed to build an information/evidence base for the present and 

emerging accountability agenda, especially in South Asia, was also attended by the 

officials from Affiliated Network for Social Accountability South Asia Region 

(ANSA-SAR) and the World Bank.  

 

Sustainable Development Conference 

The Sustainable Development Conference (SDC) is an International conference that 

creates a platform for nurturing informed debate on the most pressing concerns that 

face South Asia. Each SDC is designed to reflect the existing political, economic and 

social milieu of the region and provides a forum for sharing and exchanging 

dialogue on sustainable development. The SDC series has been established as a 

prime conference in South Asia on development issues attracting leading 

intellectuals, development practitioners, communities and policy-makers. There have 

been fourteen SDCs so far and each SDC mirrors the most urgent and critical 

concerns of its time. 

Over the years, SDC has not only brought together stakeholders of development 

(policy makers / scholars / students / civil society) but has initiated a trend of 

bringing the region’s think-tanks together. In the past SDCs, SDPI has had the 

privilege to organise panels, keynote lectures and brainstorming sessions with 

prominent development thinkers from South Asia.  
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SDC Themes

Every year SDC features a range of themes that are not only inherent to the regional 

problems, but have a global significance a

panels to gender, food security, energy, environment, forests, governance, climate 

change, literature, history, etc. The wide range of topics featured in every conference 

reflects comprehension of the concept of SDC

along with the hard ones and their respective role in attaining the set targets of 

sustainable development. 

 

Figure 1. Most recurrent themes from SDC 2004 

the 14th SDCs.

14th Sustainable Development Conference

SDPI held its Fourteenth Sustainable Development Conference (SDC) from 

December 13 to 15, 2011 in Islamabad, Pakistan. The conference titled ‘Redefining 

Paradigms of Sustainable Development in South Asia’ aimed to

the paradigm of sustainable development. Some of the questions discussed include: 

Even if the paradigm is not dead, it had largely failed to deliver on most counts, 

does the void lie with the concept or with its implementation? Or can

malfunctioning of governance due to which sustainable development might have 

failed the developing world in the last 20 years?  The Fourteenth SDC analysed how 

the celebrated concept of sustainable development could not be implemented in 

letter and spirit in the areas of environment, human development, economy, 

eradication of poverty, gender rights, governance, food security, peace and conflict, 

and energy.

The Fourteenth SDC gave voice to Southern perspectives on development 

interventions and tr
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SDC Themes 

Every year SDC features a range of themes that are not only inherent to the regional 

problems, but have a global significance as well. Over the years SDC has dedicated 

panels to gender, food security, energy, environment, forests, governance, climate 

change, literature, history, etc. The wide range of topics featured in every conference 

reflects comprehension of the concept of SDCs of the importance of soft themes 

along with the hard ones and their respective role in attaining the set targets of 

sustainable development.  

Figure 1. Most recurrent themes from SDC 2004 – SDC 2011 with an average of 8

the 14th SDCs.  

14th Sustainable Development Conference 

SDPI held its Fourteenth Sustainable Development Conference (SDC) from 

December 13 to 15, 2011 in Islamabad, Pakistan. The conference titled ‘Redefining 

Paradigms of Sustainable Development in South Asia’ aimed to

the paradigm of sustainable development. Some of the questions discussed include: 

Even if the paradigm is not dead, it had largely failed to deliver on most counts, 

does the void lie with the concept or with its implementation? Or can

malfunctioning of governance due to which sustainable development might have 

failed the developing world in the last 20 years?  The Fourteenth SDC analysed how 

the celebrated concept of sustainable development could not be implemented in 

and spirit in the areas of environment, human development, economy, 

eradication of poverty, gender rights, governance, food security, peace and conflict, 

and energy. 

The Fourteenth SDC gave voice to Southern perspectives on development 

interventions and tried to assess what worked and what did not work in developing 

Agriculture

Conflict /violence

Disaster management

Eductaion

Energy

Environment / Climate 

Change

FoodSecurity

Every year SDC features a range of themes that are not only inherent to the regional 

s well. Over the years SDC has dedicated 

panels to gender, food security, energy, environment, forests, governance, climate 

change, literature, history, etc. The wide range of topics featured in every conference 

s of the importance of soft themes 

along with the hard ones and their respective role in attaining the set targets of 

 

SDC 2011 with an average of 8-12 sub-themes in 

SDPI held its Fourteenth Sustainable Development Conference (SDC) from 

December 13 to 15, 2011 in Islamabad, Pakistan. The conference titled ‘Redefining 

Paradigms of Sustainable Development in South Asia’ aimed to critically challenge 

the paradigm of sustainable development. Some of the questions discussed include: 

Even if the paradigm is not dead, it had largely failed to deliver on most counts, 

does the void lie with the concept or with its implementation? Or can one blame 

malfunctioning of governance due to which sustainable development might have 

failed the developing world in the last 20 years?  The Fourteenth SDC analysed how 

the celebrated concept of sustainable development could not be implemented in 

and spirit in the areas of environment, human development, economy, 

eradication of poverty, gender rights, governance, food security, peace and conflict, 
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countries. The Conference also analysed how roadblocks such as flawed policy 

frameworks and implementation processes; funding constraints; and, governance 

challenges hampered the achievement of just, sustainable and equitable 

development. The event was widely covered by the media.  

 

MEMORABLE QUOTES 

“The region has a common history and shared future and instead of engaging in various conflicts tormenting the lives of billions of people, we 

should co-operate and promote feelings of unity in the region that would benefit all countries in terms of reducing poverty and fostering social 

development, justice and natural resource management.” 

Syed Naveed Qamar, Federal Minister for Water and Power. 

“The Conference theme, Re-defining Paradigms of Sustainable Development in South Asia, has a special significance not only for the region as 

states prioritize policy agendas for the second decade of the 21st century but also for SDPI as it struggles to reset its goals and reinterpret its 

institutional mandate.” 

Dr. Saeed Shafqat, Chairman, Board of Governors, SDPI. 

“There is a need to redefine paradigms of sustainable developments in view of recent events and changes taking place in priorities, policies and 

practices at global, regional and national levels… 

Missed commitments for development assistance by developed countries and missed MDGs by most of developing countries are a serious point 

of concern.” 

Dr. Abid Q. Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI. 

“As many as half of Pakistan’s population is poor, the country needs to adopt a national multidimensional poverty line so as to take into 

account the deprivations of 82.7million MPI poor Pakistanis… the region needs to redefine its approach towards poverty reduction and its 

development should further incline towards greater regional integration and cooperation.” 

Dr. Sabina Alkire, Director, Oxford Poverty and Human Development Initiative, Oxford University 

“Macroeconomic sustainability has now become difficult to maintain and the only way forward is to make structural reforms as the economic 

imbalance in the country has acquired structural characteristics due to problems in both revenue and expenditure.” 

Mr. Shahid Hafiz Kardar, Former Governor, State Bank of Pakistan. 

“There is a dire need to collaborate among academicians and researchers in order to determine an actionable and creative research agenda to 

save the country and ensure its sustainable development.” 

Dr. Nadeem-ul-Haque, Deputy Chairman, Planning Commission of Pakistan. 
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15th Sustainable Development Conference 

SDPI’s Fifteenth SDC titled ‘Sustainable Development in 

South Asia: Shaping the Future’ will be held from 

December 11 to 13, 2012 in Islamabad. As the title 

suggests, SDPI’s Fifteenth SDC will be looking at the 

future of sustainable development in South Asia. Speakers 

will be asked to analyze how things will look in 20, 30 or 

even 50 years from now, throw light on issues that will be 

looming large, make concrete suggestions on how to 

overcome future challenges, and give practical policy 

recommendations about a sustainable South Asia that we 

want. Researchers will have an opportunity to build on data 

of the past to forecast the future; to add on to already 

available data and see what results they can come up with; 

to view if the world in general and South Asia in particular 

will be a better place to live in or worse; and, to look at 

what the next generations will be facing. Through the prism 

of the future, speakers will be able to prophesize challenges 

that at this day and year are not apparent but may become 

the biggest challenge of the century in times to come. This 

will be a Conference where researchers, academicians, 

scientists, policy makers and experts from different fields 

will be able to present workable solutions for future threats 

and challenges. 

SDC Anthologies 

SDC anthology titled ‘Peace and Sustainable Development in South Asia: The Way 

Forward’ was launched at the occasion of the Fourteenth SDC’s inaugural plenary. 

The anthology is based on 12 peer-reviewed papers that were presented at the 

previous SDC. The next anthology based on 13 chapters and titled ‘Redefining 

Paradigms of Sustainable Development in South Asia’ being jointly published by.  
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POLICY OUTREACH EVENTS 

Pakistan-India Track-II Dialogue on Climate (Change) for Peace 

Climate change exacerbates vulnerability of South Asia, which is already one of the 

most disaster prone regions in the world. Pakistan and India not only share 

common borders but also similar threats from climate change. Sustainable 

Development Policy Institute (SDPI) and Center for Science and Environment 

(CSE) with the support of Heinrich Boll Stiftung (HBS) organized a three-day 

seminar titled ‘Pakistan-India Track-II Dialogue on Climate Change’ from February 

13 o 15 in Islamabad. Experts across the border were engaged to discuss the 

possibilities of cooperation and sustainable development under the climate change 

regime in the region. The event served as a platform for both the countries in terms 

of joint research-policy-action along with the sharing of technology, knowledge and 

experiences. Representatives of government, academia, NGOs and INGOs 

discussed the impact of climate change on water, energy, livelihood, adaptation and 

gender.  The main objectives of program were:  

� To instigate the collective efforts by developing an actionable agenda for climate 

change in Pakistan and India in the areas of water, energy, gender, and 

livelihood.  

� To reduce tensions between India and Pakistan by providing an opportunity to 

engage experts from both the countries in Track-II-consultations on issues of 

mutual concern. 



 ANNUAL REPORT 2012 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT POLICY INSTITUTE 8 

� Joint collaboration between the governments, academic institutions and civil 

society organizations should be ensured in order to combat climate challenges.  

� Knowledge and experience sharing need to be promoted and adaptation 

strategies should be designed keeping in view the ecosystem of both the 

countries.  

� Saarc should carry out a feasibility study on the establishment of a green climate 

fund for South Asia along with the implementation of decisions regarding food 

security and disaster risk management.  

National Conference on Zero Hunger Action Program  

Ministry of National Food Security in collaboration with its partner organizations, 

including Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), inaugurated the 

‘National Zero Hunger Action Program’ at a 6-day ‘National Conference on Food 

Security in Pakistan’ held from March 16 to 21. The then prime minister Yousaf 

Raza Gillani while presiding over the concluding session announced the 

establishment of ‘National Council for Food Security’ in Pakistan.  

SDPI, which earlier also advocated for the creation of a food security ministry, 

facilitated the holding of a workshop, which was aimed to produce a set of 

guidelines and frameworks for National Zero Hunger Action Program along with 

the operational strategy of the newly-created Ministry of National Food Security and 

Research.  

The main focus of the conference was to trace the pathways to achieve food and 

nutritional security for a growing population while addressing the food security 

challenges in the country. Within the realm of the workshop, topics extending to 

nutrition, access to food, water, provincial food and agricultural setups, women 

empowerment, livelihoods, mobilization of local resources, and reaching food to the 

poor, particularly the malnourished segments of our society were covered.  
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Inspired by Brazilian and Indonesian Zero Hunger Programs, Pakistan's ‘National 

Zero Hunger Program’ is a five year plan that would reach to a total of 61 million 

food insecure people across the country with a total cost of 16 billion US dollars. 

The program, in its first year, will reach to 12 million people which are 20 per cent 

of total affected population with a cost of 1.04 billion US dollars.  

Speaking to the conference, SDPI Executive Director Dr Abid Q. Suleri said Asia is 

a food insecure region which is marred by hunger. According to the Global Hunger 

Index 2011, Bangladesh, India, and Pakistan are facing alarming level of hunger 

whereas Nepal and Sri Lanka have “serious” level of hunger, which is only one step 

behind “alarming”. 

He said food security is a multidimensional concept. It is not only limited to 

increasing yield, income or improving utilisation capacity (through provision of 

drinking water, sanitation, and health facilities), but also necessitates physical 

availability of food (through production, imports, aid), socio-economic access to 

food, and improved conditions for food utilisation.  

Despite the persistent denial from official sources food insecurity has eventually 

been acknowledged as a problem in Pakistan at the official level, he said, adding 

“Thanks to the 18th Constitutional Amendment, which turned food and agriculture 

as provincial subjects and provided room for the creation of a federal ministry for 

food security.” 

PM’s Address: On the concluding plenary of the conference, the then prime 

minister Yousaf Raza Gillani acknowledged that food insecurity was a serious issue 

and needs immediate attention. He approved school feed programme in 45 worst 

food insecure districts as well as special nutrition programmes (in collaboration with 

the United Nations agencies mainly the WFP and FAO) for breast-feeding mothers, 

pregnant women, and children under five years of age. He also announced 

establishment of “zero hunger shops” in urban slums and rural areas of 45 

extremely food insecure districts to provide subsidized food items to the 

beneficiaries of the programme. Besides promising to allocate funds in the next 

federal budget for Zero Hunger Pakistan Program, he also approved the 

establishment of National Food Security Council, a body that would help prepare 

national food security strategy and facilitate simultaneous implementation of a set of 

food security policies.  

National Consultation on Green Economy 

A two-day national consultation on green economy was organized in collaboration 

with the Ministry of Climate Change, the one-UN program on environment, LEAD 

Pakistan, and Heinrich Boll Stiftung from May 18 to19 in Islamabad.  

The objective of the consultation was to enable a broad spectrum of Pakistani 

stakeholders, including the federal and provincial governments, the UN agencies, 

statuary NGOs and think tanks engaged in sustainable development activities to 

share their perspectives and information on green economy and formulate 
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recommendations for the UN Conference on Sustainable Development (UNCSD), 

also known as the Rio +20 Summit, and identify actions that should be undertaken 

by the government of Pakistan prior to, at, and after the Rio + 20 Summit in June 

2012.  

The consultation was attended by over 180 representatives of key stakeholders. A 

number of Pakistani and international experts, including experts deputed by the 

UNDP and key government officials, including the Deputy Chairman of the 

Planning Commission, chairman WAPDA, ambassadors, vice-chancellors of LUMS 

and Beaconhouse National University and civil society leaders spoke on the 

occasion. They mainly deliberated upon Pakistan’s key sustainable development 

challenges and how green economy might serve to address these challenges. An 

inter-active dialogue among private sector representatives, a presentation by a youth 

and detailed exchange of views on Pakistanis facing urban challenges were some of 

the highlights of the consultation.  
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At the end, a comprehensive 5-page statement was adopted, which comprised 

specific suggestions at national and international level on green economy, national 

sustainable development priories and goals, stakeholders’ participation, role of 

private sector, national sustainable development strategy, 18th Constitutional 

Amendments, a national fund on climate change and green economy, research and 

development, energy-related activities, especially development of clean, renewable 

energy, food security, sustainable agriculture, and sustainable urban development. 

The recommendations called for an early and effective implementation of Agenda 

21 and the Rio Declaration through renewed political commitment and fulfilling 

pledges made at the previous summit.  

 

5th South Asia Summit 

Making Growth Inclusive and Sustainable 

During the past two decades, the rise of civil society organizations and independent 

think tanks in South Asia has induced their respective governments to deal with 

certain issues that are multifarious in nature. Many of such issues go well beyond 

politics and economics and include concerns like food security and livelihoods, 

climate change, migration, connectivity of people and places, energy and water 

cooperation etc.  

To go ahead with the same spirit, South Asia Economic Summit (SAES) was first 

organized in 2008 with the objective of bringing together the leading academics, 

practitioners of public policy, members of business community and other 

stakeholders to share the regional approach towards issues of mutual concern and 

also to learn from home grown solutions to common predicaments that can be 
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replicated elsewhere in South Asia. Over the past four years, it will not be an 

exaggeration to say, this event has become the ‘South Asian Davos’ following the 

example of World Economic Forum at Davos. A brief summary of previous 

summits is given below:  

Events Location/Date Themes 

1st South Asia 
Economic Summit 

Colombo 
28th July to 3rd August 2008 

Economic Integration in South Asia: SAFTA and 
Beyond 

2nd South Asia 
Economic Summit 

New Delhi 
10-12th December 2009 

South Asia in the context of Global Financial 
Meltdown 

3rd South Asia 
Economic Summit 

Kathmandu 
17-19th December 2010 

Regional Economic Integration, Climate Change and 
Food Security: Agenda for the Decade 2011-2020 

4th South Asia 
Economic Summit 

Dhaka 
22-23rd October 2011 

Global Recovery, New Risks and Sustainable 
Growth: Repositioning South Asia 

5th South Asia 
Economic Summit 

Islamabad 
11-13th September 2011 

Making Growth Inclusive and Sustainable in South 
Asia 

 

Think tanks from South Asia that participate every year in the event include 

Sustainable Development Policy Institute (Pakistan), Institute of Policy Studies (Sri 

Lanka), Research and Information System for Developing Countries (India), South 

Asia Watch on Trade, Economics and Environment (Nepal), and Center for Policy 

Dialogue (Dhaka).  

The theme of this year’s summit that 

held in Islamabad from September 11-

13 was ‘Making Growth Inclusive and 

Sustainable in South Asia’. In 23 

sessions, about 115 international 

delegates and 56 national panellists 

gave policy recommendations on the 

issues including food security, water 

and energy security, migration across 

South Asia, climate change and costs of 

economic non-cooperation to 

consumers in South Asia etc. Their 

recommendations according to the 

respective sessions are as follows: 

Regional Trade Agreements in South Asia: Current Outlook and Way Forward  

Trade liberalization is a tool that can help garner knowledge and resources needed 

to confront poverty and income inequality across South Asia. The panellists at the 

session recommended to identify regional markets to promote regional trade, build 
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capacities of business and raise their awareness on the benefits of trade 

liberalization. The stressed the need to explore and address issues like non-tariff 

barriers, impediments to Rule of Origin, trade facilitation, and dispute settlement. 

They said existing RTAs need to be consolidated while SAFTA should be 

broadened and most of its provisions need to be simplified. The experts said 

beyond trade in services and goods, integration in investment should be actively 

pursued. 

Food Security: Challenges and Way Forward in South Asia  

The panellists at the session emphasized to devise a comprehensive framework to 

deal with the regional food insecurity and to apply the same in the region. They 

further emphasized to augment the Saarc food bank and make Saarc seed bank 

functional as this may allow regional seed exchange, technology sharing, seed 

information sharing to flow easily. Furthermore, they recommended focusing on 

inter-regional investments to reduce poverty in the region. 

Regional Cooperation for Energy Security  

The demand of energy is increasing in the region, which should be addressed on 

priority basis.  Approximately 1.3 billion people have no access to electricity in 

South Asia of which 289 million are in India, 96 million in Bangladesh and 64 

million in Pakistan. The panellists recommended that South Asia should develop a 

framework, which may allow surplus pockets across borders to trade their surpluses. 

They said power and energy trade in the region can be a key solution for the energy 

deficit.  

Climate Change and South Asia – Examining Empirical Evidence 

Lack of a realistic and local understanding of climate change impact on agriculture, 

health and overall productivity, make it difficult to find a path for collective regional 

action. The panelists recommended that all neighbours in South Asia must realize 

that their production processes have impact on climatic conditions in other 

countries. With recurrent floods and droughts in the region, there is a greater need 

to devise collective framework for adaptation. 

Regional Cooperation on Water: Opportunities for South Asia  

Water is becoming a strategic commodity and the best way to manage water is by 

assuming that no boundary exists within South Asia. In order to sustain the 

livelihood of millions of people, the panellists called for an urgent need of 

appropriate investment in information, technology, infrastructure and knowledge to 

initiate the joint management of water. They further suggested that the better water 

management and water security within the region is not only helpful to reduce 

conflict but also can contribute towards sustainable development and peace within 

the region.  
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Transport & Logistics Corridors: South Asian Outlook 

All panellists strongly emphasized the need for having regional corridors in S

Asia. They said transport and logistics’ corridors in the region can help establish 

economic corridors, which in turn, would open a variety of economic opportunities 

that can accelerate the growth process in the region by creating interconnected 

production networks and enhancing intra

competition commissions in member countries can exert pressure on opening up of 

these avenues for private sector participation. Trading in such areas like energy may 

face restrictions in

it. They further stressed the need for air services liberalization across South Asian 

countries for regional connectivity. Finally they emphasized to improve transport 

and logistics, so 

other easily and to connect with Central Asia and ASEAN countries.
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Transport & Logistics Corridors: South Asian Outlook  

All panellists strongly emphasized the need for having regional corridors in S

Asia. They said transport and logistics’ corridors in the region can help establish 

economic corridors, which in turn, would open a variety of economic opportunities 

that can accelerate the growth process in the region by creating interconnected 

ction networks and enhancing intra-industry trade. They said that the 

competition commissions in member countries can exert pressure on opening up of 

these avenues for private sector participation. Trading in such areas like energy may 

face restrictions in the face of political upheavals unless private sector is involved in 

it. They further stressed the need for air services liberalization across South Asian 

countries for regional connectivity. Finally they emphasized to improve transport 

and logistics, so that Saarc member countries could connect themselves with each 

other easily and to connect with Central Asia and ASEAN countries.

All panellists strongly emphasized the need for having regional corridors in South 

Asia. They said transport and logistics’ corridors in the region can help establish 

economic corridors, which in turn, would open a variety of economic opportunities 

that can accelerate the growth process in the region by creating interconnected 

industry trade. They said that the 

competition commissions in member countries can exert pressure on opening up of 

these avenues for private sector participation. Trading in such areas like energy may 

the face of political upheavals unless private sector is involved in 

it. They further stressed the need for air services liberalization across South Asian 

countries for regional connectivity. Finally they emphasized to improve transport 

that Saarc member countries could connect themselves with each 

other easily and to connect with Central Asia and ASEAN countries. 
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Liberalization of Services Trade in South Asia  

The panellists identified that tourism, health, insurance and financial sectors of Saarc 

countries have a huge potential to increase trade in services. They recommended 

that in order to make correct assessment of the gains of private sector issues such as 

data on services sector, trade and facilitation costs need better documentation. 

Furthermore, sectors within the services industry in which trade can be increased 

within the Saarc region easily include education, health, tourism and financial 

services.  

Migration across South Asia: Emerging Trends & Opportunities  

South Asia is the driver of global migration and it is a major source of origin of 

migrant workers and destination of remittances. But there is no disaggregated data 

according to skills, gender and age group of migrant workers, so panellists 

recommended that a standard data system should be deve loped. In the backdrop of 

increase in irregular migration, the panellists said that South Asia needs a regional 

discourse of migration and there is a need to strengthen ideas such as adaption fund, 

disaster management fund and development fund.  

Cost of Economic non-cooperation to Consumers in South Asia  

The panellists said that trade liberalization is necessary for consumers’ welfare. It 

may accrue less benefit to a few businesses sometimes, or less revenue to the 

governments, but keeping the consumers at the centre of the debate, trade 

liberalization in the region will always have beneficial outcomes. Trade liberalization 

in the region is unlikely to happen unless governments resolve their political 

differences. They stressed the need for economic cooperation amongst South Asian 

countries, particularly in the context of disputes between India and Pakistan, and 

India and Bangladesh. They recommended the inclusion of labour rights in the 

agenda on regional economic integration in South Asia.  

Moving towards Inclusive and Sustainable South Asia 

The panellists proposed to set up South Asian Commission on Environment, 

establish a social accountability framework for Saarc organization and agreements 

under Saarc summits. They also called for the convergence of regional trade 

agreements towards norms agreed in SAFTA as well as capacity building of 

institutions that can run SAFTA expediently. They further suggested that Saarc 

countries should come up with Saarc conventions on migration so that rights of 

migrants across South Asia can be protected. 

Conclusion  

The summit ended with the note that all the national governments should strongly 

follow up the agreements signed during 17th Saarc Summit held in Mldives. These 

include Saarc Agreement on Rapid Response to Natural Disasters, Saarc Agreement 
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on Multilateral Arrangement on Recognition of Conformity Assessment, Saarc Seed 

Bank Agreement and Saarc Agreement on Implementation of Regional Standards.  

Focal persons: Dr Vaqar, Adnan, Fayyaz, Sohaib, Zeeshan, Arif, Afsheen, Saad 

 

SPDI in Press 
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Sustainable Development Television 

n modern day communication technology, web television is considered a very 

effective tool in the world. It also becoming more popular among high profile 

organizations in Pakistan to promote their policy intervention programmes. 

Launched in the name of Sustainable Development Television (SDTV) in October 

2011, the idea behind the web based TV was to make people and policy makers 

realize about the importance of sustainable development issues and to present the 

policy theme of SDPI while using modern tools in a more effective manner.  

Scope 

SDTV is regularly producing small documentaries, news packages, experts’ 

interviews. Seminars, policy discussions, training workshops, field trips, and studio-

based programmes to highlight the issues relating to sustainable development. 

Above all, in a short span of one year, the SDTV has become capable of live 

streaming and is now broadcasting its special events including seminars, lectures and 

conferences on regular basis.  

Outreach 

SDTV reflects SDPI's drive to operate as a dynamic organization that is innovative 

and forward looking in its approach. Almost, all major events are streamed live. The 

5th South Asia Economic Summit held in Islamabad in October 2012, the launch of 

the Zero Hunger Programme by former Prime Minister Yousaf Reza Gillani and the 

Sustainable Development Conference held in December 2011 were broadcast live. 

All in-house seminars are streamed live and a video package of the same is prepared 

by the web.  

Future Plan 

With a future plan to be fully grown in three phases, the web TV has successfully 

completed its first phase. In its first phase, the internal core production facility has 

been developed as well as the initial programming has been done. 

I
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In the second phase, SDTV will start producing news analysis and talk shows on 

development issues keeping in view the current socio-political, economic and law 

and order situation of the country. Already, the channel has embarked on the 

second phase and started producing programmes on the boarder lines of major 

events. 

In the third phase, SDTV will be a full-fledged television channel and telecast its 

policy programmes through satellite (if licensed).  

Capacity building of staff 

SDTV was started as a green field project and all non-technical staff was fresh. At 

the start of the project, a week-long training was organized, which was offered to all 

SDPI staff as well. Later, several short training and orientation workshops were 

conducted for the staff. Plan to conduct such training on commercial basis is under 

way.   
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Web Portal  

http://www.sdpi.org  

The beta version is replaced with a fully functional dynamic website. The website is 

a knowledge based portal on which News, Articles, Events (Weekly Seminars, 

Conferences, Lectures or any other event), Policy Recommendations, Trainings and 

Workshops, Videos, Photo gallery, Publications and Research Projects are updated 

in regular intervals. Moreover it also gives information about SDPI its Mission and 

Vision, details about Partners, Board of Governor, Former Executive Directors, 

Personnel and Associates, Vacancies and Internship, Research Programmes, Annual 

Reports and RSS Feed. Website visitors use to subscribe for Newsletters, 

Publications, HR Forum, Trainings and Advocacy Events. The Subscribers’ lists are 

compiled and forwarded to the relevant department by the end of each month. An 

online membership form is also available. Visitors are also facilitated with a 

feedback form to provide their valuable suggestions and their queries are also 

entertained. Facebook and Twitter postings are done occasionally regarding Policy 

Advocacy events and CCB events. There is a section of SDTV videos which are also 

shared on Social Networking Sites i.e. Youtube, Facebook and Twitter. Necessary 

announcements are displayed on the home page when required. The Research 

Programmes are classified into Research themes and sub-themes that represent both 

concluded and ongoing projects. The vacancies page is updated in case of available 

announced vacancies and applicants are able to apply online via job application 

system. 

Website of IDRC  

http://isfsa.sdpi.org 

The International Development Research Centre in collaboration with the 

Sustainable Development Policy Institute has launched Fellowships in Governance, 

Security and Justice in South Asia. The four-year programme aims to support the 

students in South Asian countries planning to pursue their Masters, M. Phil and 

PhD programmes in the fields of Governance, Security and Justice. First round of 

the applications have been completed and six students across South Asia are now 

taking benefit from this program. After a very successful first round of the 

Fellowships, the IDRC and SDPI is going to kick off the program’s second and last 

round of applications for the present phase. 

This website gives information of the programs offered, the underlying themes, 

eligibility criteria of the applicants, important dates, application form and sample 

template for the research proposal. In case of query applicants are also able to 

contact the program moderators with the help of a form. List of successful 

candidates for first round of fellowships is also available. The Website is now 

updated with the second call of scholarship.  
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Website of 5th South Asia Economic Summit 

http://summit.sdpi.org  

The overarching theme of the Fifth South Asian Economic Summit (SAES-V) is 

“Making Growth Inclusive and Sustainable in South Asia”. SAES-V is focused on 

framing observations and recommendations for the 18th SAARC Meeting of Prime 

Ministers to be held in Nepal. SAES was launched in 2008 with the objective of 

bringing together leading academics, practitioners of public policy, members of the 

business community and related stakeholders to discuss a regional approach to 

issues of mutual concern and also to learn from home grown solutions to common 

predicaments that can be replicated elsewhere in South Asia. This year’s SAES seeks 

to involve politicians and civil-servants from member countries alongside 

professional experts already involved in Track-I / Track-II level of South Asian 

development agenda. This year the secretariat for organizing SAES-V is SDPI, 

which is the oldest civil society think tank in Pakistan. For organizing this Summit in 

Islamabad-Pakistan, SDPI has partnered with co-organizers across South Asia 

which include Institute of Policy Studies (Sri Lanka), Research and Information 

System for Developing Countries (India), South Asia Watch on Trade, Economics 

and Environment (Nepal), and Center for Policy Dialogue (Dhaka). 
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he Publication Unit is responsible for an in-house publications that are 

published by external printers. In addition, the unit takes care of publishing 

two regular quarterly bulletins, the Research and News Bulletin, and The 

Sustainable Economic Bulletin. A list of SDPI publications can be viewed at 

Annexure 3.   

Another major development has been the revival of Urdu bulletin, Dharti, which 

was flourishing aspect of the Publication Unit till a few years ago. The bulletin looks 

at vital issues of sustainable development and focuses on an in-depth review of the 

issues with possible. In addition an Urdu Research Journal Paedar Taraqi has also 

been revived again providing an in-depth overview of the issues of sustainable 

development.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ahmed Salim Resource Centre 

The objective of the Ahmed Salim Resource Centre is to provide key information 

on varied subjects in the field of research on sustainable development in Pakistan 

providing constructive debate and policy advice to the government, non-

government organizations, the private sector and the mass media. 

T
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Objectives 

ASRC has grown over the years evolving into an effective coherent mechanism of 

acquisition, processing, organization, creation and dissemination of information. It 

undertakes the following tasks: 

� Select and acquire appropriate resource/research information  

� Organize the research information for easy access and use  

� Advise and assist people in finding relevant material  

� Information dissemination through publications, newsletters  

� Network with libraries and information/documentation centers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Wealth of Knowledge 

The Center serves as an information resource base for the multi-disciplinary 

research at the Institute. It also caters to the needs of the general public, students, 

academia and the research scholars both in the country and abroad. 

The Center is one of the best and the biggest information resource not only on 

sustainable development but also in the entire development sector in Pakistan. It 

maintains a library of selected, relevant and up¬to-date information resources in an 

organized manner. The resources include books, documents, journals, audio and 

videocassettes, CD-ROMs and digital and online resources. The library holdings 

exceed 26,239 books and documents with special strengths in the areas of 

development, environment and agriculture. There is an exclusive section for 

government and data publications. The library subscribes to local, regional and 

international journals and periodicals. In addition to the subscription, the library 

receives over 159 serials including journals, periodicals, and newsletters and weekly 

Newspapers. Additional resources are available through the Inter-Library Loan 

Program and the Publication Exchange Program. 
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Networking 

In order to enhance access to information, the ASRC networks with national and 

regional thematically coherent organizations. The ASRC's Publication Exchange 

Program has a fraternity of 18 organizations. Under this program, SDPI  

publications are exchanged with books and other material published by partner 

organizations. The ASRC also has a formal Inter-Library Loan arrangement with 

Pakistani libraries in Islamabad, Karachi, and Lahore.  
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Access to Online Journals 

ASRC also facilitates access to various databases (IDRC) and online journals, 

enabling the researchers to consult and compare their work with that of 

contemporary researchers of their relevant fields. 

SDPI’s 20th Anniversary Publications 

1. Mahol Muashara and Paidar Tariqqi 

2. Muashi Buhran Pakistan and Paidar Tarriqqi 

3.  Jadliat, Adab-o-Fun and Paidar Tariqqi 

4. Annual Sustainable Conferences-at a glance (forthcoming) 

These books are the compilation of selected research articles and papers authored 

by eminent writers, published in various editions of SDPI’s premier environmental 

journals “Paidar Taraqi” and “Dharti” over the last twenty years.  

� Library is being in process to publish his “Library Bulletin” on monthly biases.   

� Library stock taking has completed and presentation had been given to staff in 

the staff council meeting held on 7th May 2012, Final report in progress. 

� We are actively in process to strengthen the library with modern trends and 

techniques with the help of MIS Unit.  

� SDPI publications displayed with reference to Three days (5th South Asia 

Economic Summit 11-13 September 2012. 
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DPI’s Center for Capacity Building (CCB), an integral unit of the Institute, 

addresses the nationally recognized need to provide high quality training to 

the public, private and NGO sector organizations/individuals and build their 

capacity for 

has trained more than 7000 individuals, including over 2000 women. The Center has 

a well-established patron list. More than 300 organizations and partners have 

benefited from its traini

organizations. A detail of the CCB trainings can be viewed in Annexure 

For a knowledge

findings for the achievement of its organizational mission. Therefore, SDPI’s 

research program acts as a catalyst for the specialized courses. The Center has 

developed the c

courses conducted by SDPI trainers, as well as resource persons from specialized 

fields. These courses strengthen associational networks and lead to subsequent 

collaboration among the public, p

institutions. Each year, after intensive in

market research (survey to assess training requirements of potential client 

organizations), the Center prepares and implement

25 to 30 short generic and specialized research courses. 

Keeping in line with SDPI’s gender integration policy and to encourage women to 

register for trainings, 20 percent discount is given to every female participant. The

same amount of discount is available for students as well. Also, in an increasingly 

specialized world, training remains a low or nonexistent priority at too many 

newspapers

nation’s dailies. The CCB offers one free seat in each training event to a nominee of 

the Press Clubs. 15% discount is available for participants who have previously 

attended SDPI’s workshop since 2009.

The year 2012 was satisfying despite the overall reduction in 

expenditures in the public and corporate sector. CCB successfully completed the 

activities planned for 2012, as well as organized and conducted customized trainings 

for development, corporate and public sector organizations.
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DPI’s Center for Capacity Building (CCB), an integral unit of the Institute, 

addresses the nationally recognized need to provide high quality training to 

the public, private and NGO sector organizations/individuals and build their 

capacity for sustainable development. Since 1998, when it was first set up, the CCB 

has trained more than 7000 individuals, including over 2000 women. The Center has 

established patron list. More than 300 organizations and partners have 

benefited from its trainings/workshops including NGOs, private and public sector 

organizations. A detail of the CCB trainings can be viewed in Annexure 

For a knowledge-centered institute like SDPI it is critical to employ its research 

findings for the achievement of its organizational mission. Therefore, SDPI’s 

research program acts as a catalyst for the specialized courses. The Center has 

developed the capacity to field its own management and environmental training 

courses conducted by SDPI trainers, as well as resource persons from specialized 

fields. These courses strengthen associational networks and lead to subsequent 

collaboration among the public, private and NGO sectors, in addition to partner 

institutions. Each year, after intensive in-house brainstorming as well as external 

market research (survey to assess training requirements of potential client 

organizations), the Center prepares and implements a calendar consisting of about 

25 to 30 short generic and specialized research courses.  

Keeping in line with SDPI’s gender integration policy and to encourage women to 

register for trainings, 20 percent discount is given to every female participant. The

same amount of discount is available for students as well. Also, in an increasingly 

specialized world, training remains a low or nonexistent priority at too many 

newspapers-especially the smaller ones, which account for the vast majority of the 

ailies. The CCB offers one free seat in each training event to a nominee of 

the Press Clubs. 15% discount is available for participants who have previously 

attended SDPI’s workshop since 2009. 

The year 2012 was satisfying despite the overall reduction in 

expenditures in the public and corporate sector. CCB successfully completed the 

activities planned for 2012, as well as organized and conducted customized trainings 

for development, corporate and public sector organizations. 

DPI’s Center for Capacity Building (CCB), an integral unit of the Institute, 

addresses the nationally recognized need to provide high quality training to 

the public, private and NGO sector organizations/individuals and build their 

sustainable development. Since 1998, when it was first set up, the CCB 

has trained more than 7000 individuals, including over 2000 women. The Center has 

established patron list. More than 300 organizations and partners have 

ngs/workshops including NGOs, private and public sector 

organizations. A detail of the CCB trainings can be viewed in Annexure 5.  

centered institute like SDPI it is critical to employ its research 

findings for the achievement of its organizational mission. Therefore, SDPI’s 

research program acts as a catalyst for the specialized courses. The Center has 

apacity to field its own management and environmental training 

courses conducted by SDPI trainers, as well as resource persons from specialized 

fields. These courses strengthen associational networks and lead to subsequent 

rivate and NGO sectors, in addition to partner 

house brainstorming as well as external 

market research (survey to assess training requirements of potential client 

s a calendar consisting of about 

Keeping in line with SDPI’s gender integration policy and to encourage women to 

register for trainings, 20 percent discount is given to every female participant. The 

same amount of discount is available for students as well. Also, in an increasingly 

specialized world, training remains a low or nonexistent priority at too many 

especially the smaller ones, which account for the vast majority of the 

ailies. The CCB offers one free seat in each training event to a nominee of 

the Press Clubs. 15% discount is available for participants who have previously 

The year 2012 was satisfying despite the overall reduction in the training 

expenditures in the public and corporate sector. CCB successfully completed the 

activities planned for 2012, as well as organized and conducted customized trainings 
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Partnerships 

Center for Capacity Building has developed an understanding with GC University 

Lahore, for offering joint certificate and diploma courses. In addition, an agreement 

has also been signed with WWF Pakistan for the training of their personnel. An 

agreement between SDPI and SZABIST Islamabad has been signed for conducting 

joint research and training activities. 

Internship program 2012   

The Centre launched and managed in collaboration with the HR Department a 

competitive internship program which gave students from institutions like LUMS, 

SZABIST, LSE and IBA Karachi the opportunity to gain practical experience with 

respect to their research and professional interests. 

TTI Grants 

CCB won two international matching grant project proposals worth over CAD 

116,000. One was centered on capacity building of non-research staff at three 

partner think tanks in Pakistan, Bangladesh and Nepal. The second was for a peer 

exchange program between the three. The partners include SDPI, ISET-Nepal and 

CPD-Bangladesh. 

Facilitation to FJWU 

CCB facilitated students from FJWU, to conduct a Training Needs Assessment of 

SDPI staff, as part of their academic research. The activity was conducted on 

January 24, 2012.  

57th meeting of SDPI’s Study Group on Information & Technology 

The meeting was organized on February 23 to discuss “Adoption of 3G/4G 

Technology by Pakistan”. Fifty four (54) representatives of various IT, telecom and 

business organizations in Public and Private sector attended the meeting. The 

recommendations and main points of the meeting   have been sent to the following:  

1. Secretary IT and Telecom 

2. Secretary Finance 

3. Member Telecom MoITT 

4. Chairman Senate Standing Committee on IT 

5. Principal Secretary to the PM 

6. Chairman PTA 

Exchange visit to India 

CCB travelled to New Delhi – India (April 14 to April 20) for an exchange visit to 

Center for Budget and Governance Accountability (CBGA). CBGA specializes in 

budget analysis from various perspectives and shares their reports with stake holders 

in the form of reports and seminars. They also conduct workshops on 
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understanding budgets. CCB also met with Mr. Samar Varma at IDRC Delhi office 

and shared tour activities with him.

Capacity Building of CCB Team

Mohammad Yasin conducted a meeting of the Study Group on IT 

� Asad Raza Shah and Asif Mehmood completed a Training of Trainers at the 

Pakistan Institute of Management

� Asad Raza Shah completed a workshop on Community and Social Mobilization 

offered by RedR UK

� Asif Mehmood and Asad Raza Shah designed, laun

first complete and independent workshops on MS PowerPoint and Prezi Basics 

and Community and Social Mobilization respectively.

� Atif Rahim Khan was certified as a Senior Professional in Human Resources 

[SPHR], the most prestigious H

Human Resources Certification Institute [HRCI, USA].

� Atif Rahim Khan completed a workshop on Evaluating Leadership 

Development Programs conducted by the American Society for Training and 

Development [ASTD], USA and

became a member of ASTD

� Atif Rahim Khan was selected as one of 8 leaders from 53 Commonwealth 

countries to participate in the Commonwealth Foundation Leadership 

Exchange 2012 in India

� Atif Rahim Khan was selected 

Foundation, one of just three from Asia

� Atif Rahim Khan was selected as an Advisor the Acumen Fund [USA] for their 

Pakistan Fellows Program [a national leadership development program].
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understanding budgets. CCB also met with Mr. Samar Varma at IDRC Delhi office 

and shared tour activities with him. 

Capacity Building of CCB Team 

Mohammad Yasin conducted a meeting of the Study Group on IT 

Asad Raza Shah and Asif Mehmood completed a Training of Trainers at the 

Pakistan Institute of Management 

Asad Raza Shah completed a workshop on Community and Social Mobilization 

offered by RedR UK 

Asif Mehmood and Asad Raza Shah designed, launched and conducted their 

first complete and independent workshops on MS PowerPoint and Prezi Basics 

and Community and Social Mobilization respectively. 

Atif Rahim Khan was certified as a Senior Professional in Human Resources 
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Human Resources Certification Institute [HRCI, USA]. 
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Development Programs conducted by the American Society for Training and 

Development [ASTD], USA and also acquired membership of ASTD. He also 
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Atif Rahim Khan was selected as one of 8 leaders from 53 Commonwealth 

countries to participate in the Commonwealth Foundation Leadership 

Exchange 2012 in India 

Atif Rahim Khan was selected as an Advisor to the Commonwealth 

Foundation, one of just three from Asia 

Atif Rahim Khan was selected as an Advisor the Acumen Fund [USA] for their 

Pakistan Fellows Program [a national leadership development program].
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Pakistan Fellows Program [a national leadership development program]. 
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In-house Capacity Building  

In order to build the capacity of SDPI’s young researchers, interns and volunteers as 

well as other senior staff members, CCB conducted and facilitated workshops on:  

� Finance for Non Finance Managers 

� Training of Trainers 

� Rapporteurs' Training 

� Public Relations Principles for Sustainable Development 

 

 

 

 

  

Evaluation Process for Trainings  

The Center has an ongoing, comprehensive evaluation process for its trainings to 

improve quality and identify if the participants achieved the desired goals. 

Participants, at the end of each workshop, rate each module and give their candid 

comments on the content, quality and usefulness of exercises and group work. 

The second stage of training evaluation is conducted four months after training 

through on-job post-training assessment forms. The participants are encouraged to 

express their views on how the training has helped them in carrying out their jobs.  

Male to Female Participation Ratio in CCB Trainings 

Male: 419 

Female: 144 

Total: 563 

Total Trainings: 38 

10%

44%

46%

In-house workshops 

for SDPI

Customized Workshops

Open Enrollment 

Workshops

In-house workshops for SDPI 4 

Customized Workshops 18 

Open Enrollment Workshops 19 
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Special Capacity Building programme 

SANDEE Research Writing Workshop in Environmental Economics 

Climate Change is a looming issue in South Asia with serious implications for 

agriculture, natural disaster management, development infrastructure, ecosystem 

services and human health and productivity.  There is, however, much that we don’t 

know and is un-certain about climate impacts and human responses.  Examining 

climate impacts is also challenging because of data limitations and mis-matches 

between climate and behavioural information. This research writing training held in 

Islamabad during 14-17th September 2012 invited young faculty members from 

Pakistani Universities offering environmental economics programs for intensive 

training in proposal writing and research dissemination. More details and full 

modules at www.sdpi.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

74%

26%

Male to Female Ratio

Male

Female
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Management Information System (MIS) 

he MIS unit has proved its expertise in system planning, administration and 

management. During the year it upgraded its IT infrastructure.  

MIS unit has also upgraded its computer lab facility by replacing old P-III 

computers with the desktop systems with better specifications. 

 

Human Resource Unit 

Human Resource Unit is primarily responsible for recruitment and selection, leave 

and attendance management, employee related benefits (including Group Health 

Insurance, Life Insurance, Travel Insurance, Provident Fund, Gratuity Fund, etc), 

resignations, Ddveloping and implementing HR policies, strategies and systems.  

The unit successfully implemented new performance management system during 

the year 2011-12 as well as acquired HR information system to ensure effective and 

efficient working.    

Total Number of Employees  

Regular 43 
Contractual 42 

Interns 4 

Total Turnover 

 Research Staff Support Staff 
Regular 05 02 

Contractual 10 02 
Interns 07 03 

Fact and Figures 

� SDPI currently has 86 employees 

� SDPI employed total 42 contractual staff this year 

� SDPI employed total 173 field staff this year 

� SDPI employed total 12 interns this year 

The unit provided assistance to the employees throughout the year on the benefit 

related issues. Some of the year’s activities are as under: 

� Negotiated a Rs 10,000 premium increase on health insurance 

� 03 promotions were approved 

� 38 performance appraisals were received 

T
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� 283 timesheets were processed 

� Staff personal files were updated to meet compliance with audit  

� Provident Fund and Gratuity fund benefit started in year 2010-2011 

� Leave encashment of eligible staff were processed 

� System for staff leave and attendance record got in place this year 

� Organizational performance development plan has been created to identify 

performance/skills development requirements that are relevant to departments' 

core job content and as a result agree on steps to be taken to address these 

development gaps. 

Admin and Finance Units  

SDPI organizes a large number of events in and outside the office which is the part 

of its policy outreach. In this regard the role of Admin unit is vital.  

Finance unit looks after the financial matters of the institute. Similarly, the admin 

unit makes sure that not only is the office staff comfortable but also SDPI’s guests 

are made to feel welcome. 

Financial summary for the year 2011-12 is annexed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACHIEVEMENTSACHIEVEMENTSACHIEVEMENTSACHIEVEMENTS        



 ANNUAL REPORT 2012 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT POLICY INSTITUTE 2 

National Conference on Food Security  

DPI was the co-organizer with Ministry of National Food Security in the 

inauguration of the ‘National Zero Hunger Action Program’, where the then 

prime minister Yousaf Raza Gillani announced the establishment of ‘National 

Council for Food Security’ in Pakistan.  

SDPI, which earlier also advocated for creation of a food security ministry, 

facilitated the workshop's organization which was aimed to produce a set of 

guidelines and frameworks for National Zero Hunger Action Program along with 

the operational strategy of the newly-created Ministry of National Food Security and 

Research.  

Inspired by Brazilian and Indonesian Zero Hunger Programs, Pakistan's ‘National 

Zero Hunger Program’ is a five year plan that would reach to a total of 61 million 

food insecure people across the country with a total cost of 16 billion US dollars. 

The program, in its first year, will reach to 12 million people which are 20 per cent 

of total affected population with a cost of US 1.04 billion dollar.  

 

SDPI Youth Representation in Official Deligation for Rio+20 

Summit 

Ali Shahbaz, a 15-year old student, represented Pakistani youth as a part of 

Pakistan's official delegation in the Rio+20 as SDPI’s Youth Ambassador. UN 

Conference on Sustainable Development also called Rio+20 was hosted by Brazil in 

Rio on 20-22 June 2012. Ali, a combination of perseverance and intelligence, 

effectively represented the interests, priorities and concerns of Pakistani youth as 

well as presented the soft image of Pakistan in the conference. 

Dr Abid Suleri was also the part of official delegation to Rio+20. Besides, Dr Tariq 

Bauri and Kunwar Javed also represented SDPI in the summit.  

 

SDPI as South Asia Focal Point for Climate Service Partnership 

SDPI was made the Focal Point for South Asia on Climate Service Partnership 

under Climate Service Centre, Hamburg Germany and Columbia University. 

 

GCC 2012 adopts SDPI motion to control use and release of 

Mercury  

World leaders at Global Conservation Congress (GCC) 2012 organized by 

International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) at Jeju, Republic of Korea 

S
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in September adopted a motion tabled by SDPI Senior Adviser on Chemicals and 

Sustainable Industrial Development Dr Mahmood A. Khwaja.  

The motion, which was adopted with an overwhelming majority of 88 per cent, 

called upon the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee (INC) to uphold a 

legally-binding treaty on Mercury with an objective to protect human health and 

environment from hazardous and toxic Mercury.  

 

UET’s Institute of Business and Management includes study on 

power sector in curriculum  

The Institute of Business and Management, University of Engineering and 

Technology, Lahore has included the SPI study ‘Pakistan Power Sector Outlook: 

Appraisal of KESC in Post Privatization Period’ in its curriculum.  

The report was prepared to help the government overcome energy crisis in Pakistan. 

The findings and recommendations of the report are equally applicable to all 

thermal power plants of the country, which are contributing almost 70% electricity 

to the national grid. The report shows that the thermal power plants are consuming 

abnormally high quantity of fuel to generate one unit of electricity incurring millions 

of rupees loss to the exchequer. 

 

 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ONCE SDPIAN, ALWAYS SDPIANONCE SDPIAN, ALWAYS SDPIANONCE SDPIAN, ALWAYS SDPIANONCE SDPIAN, ALWAYS SDPIAN    
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his slogan provides a base to claim that SDPI is a family. SDPI has a 

dedicated team of professionals from different fields, and one should be 

proud of being one of them. At SDPI, employees are not merely treated as 

workers rather they are valued to be the members of a family. Therefore, each of us 

loves to enjoy and spend a quality time within the organization, besides the tedious 

official work we do. This year SDPI Family has celebrated the following events: 

Annual Picnic: A picnic was organized in the start of year 2012. Almost 30 

colleagues participated in it and we had a lot of fun being there at Murree and also 

enjoyed snowfall, hiking and food there. 

 

Movie Night: A movie night was arranged as part of youth traning. SDPI 

colleagues also watched the movie, Invictus, on the big screen. The basic purpose of 

the movie was to enhance the leadership qualities in the staff. 

Hiking Trips: Some of the SDPIANS love to do hiking and they arranged a couple 

of hiking trips to Margalla Hills and Mushkpuri Hiking Track. 

T-20 Cricket Match: The T-20 cricket  match between Pakistan and South Africa 

[Friday, 28 Sep 2012] was also showed to cricket lovers on a big screen TV on the 

office premises so that colleagues could watch it together. With abated breath they 

watched as it caused great thrill amongst them. 

Mehndi: Another important event was Mehndi ceremony of a staff member, 

arranged in the office. All the SDPIANS put in a tremendous efforts and decorated 

a room for Mehndi function and it was simply marvelous. SDPI Web TV captured 

the entire event and prepared a beautiful video package of it. Furthermore, some of 

the colleagues also attended the marriage ceremony as well.  

T
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Farewell Parties: At SDPI there is a trend of organizing a farewell party for the 

colleagues who leaves. 

Birthday Celebrations: We never forget the birthday of each other. We celebrate 

the birthdays of every SDPIAN and bring gifts and cakes for them. 

Social Get together: It is one of the most interesting activities we enjoy at SDPI. 

The basic purpose of this activity is to provide a platform/gathering in which all the 

SDPI family sit together, share their ideas in a relax environment and do fun 

activities. 

20 Years of SDPI: This year SDPI celebrated its 20 year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 ANNUAL REPORT 2012 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT POLICY INSTITUTE 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNUAL REP ANNUAL REPORT 2012 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT POLICY INSTITUTE 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN IN IN IN MEMORYMEMORYMEMORYMEMORY    OF OF OF OF     

ABDUL NASIR KHANABDUL NASIR KHANABDUL NASIR KHANABDUL NASIR KHAN    
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Nasir, a departed soul 

“My candle burns at both ends; It will not last the night, but ah, my foes, and 

oh, my friends it gives a lovely light!” 

This note is to share and celebrate the life of a colleague who left for his eternal 

abode on 4 March 2012. Abdul Nasir Khan touched the lives and hearts of those he 

worked with him at the SDPI. 

Having worked with SDPI since 1997, Nasir had institutional history at his 

fingertips. Nasir played a tremendous role when it came to SDPI's Sustainable 

Development Conferences SDCs). Even before the event itself, he would begin 

with the designing of the conference poster/logo; going through the printers' 

quotations and shortlisting the most appropriate one; uploading and updating the 

website with SDC material; liaising with the printer for printing of conference 

material; setting up the secretariat in the hotel a night before the SDC; ensuring the 

computers were up and running in all the halls; and so on. He would complete the 

assignments without any need for reminders. At the last conference, he was also the 

pioneer at SDPI for screening the live streaming of SDC sessions. 

Nasir worked too hard—not taking out time for himself. He should have taken out 

time for his family, for himself… His wife, Nabila, tells us that the day he died, he 

was working from home on Sunday and had told her, “I need another three hours 

to finish the assignment and then we'll go out.” And even when he had started 

feeling unwell by the evening, he went out to call his son, Hani, who was playing in 

the rain, as he did not want him to fall ill. 
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Remarks about Nasir from the Executive Director of the 

Sustainable Development Policy 

Institute, Abid Q. Suleri 

Albert Einstein once said that people around him, in present and in past, were the 

source of his knowledge and power. I find it true in my case too. I was able to turn 

this place around only due to the unconditional support of colleagues like Nasir and 

others. Nasir had the institutional memory to guide me and courage to challenge me 

when I was wrong. He was a perfectionist who devoted himself to SDPI. He single 

handedly managed our Web page, Networking, publication formatting and printing, 

designing and a lot more. I could have assigned him any duty and never had to 

worry about the quality or deadline of deliverables. But more than being a 

competent and skilled employee, he was a great human being and a sincere friend. 

When we took voluntary pay cuts in 2008, I did offer my help to find a well paid job 

for him in some other organization. He refused as he wanted to help SDPI. Last 

year I was approached by an INGO to recommend an IT person. The salary they 

were offering was more than double compared to Nasir's salary at SDPI. I asked 

him whether he was willing to go there. “Dr. Sahib we are at SDPI because of you, 

the day you will leave SPDI we would also move out from here”, was his reply. 

Now that Nasir has left us, there is a void in SDPI that can never be filled but what 

will always remain is what Nasir gave to us. That can never be taken away. Nasir's 

memory and his valuable advice will continue to teach us and for that we must 

always be grateful to him. In Omar Khayyam's words, “The Moving Finger writes; 

and, having writ, Moves on: nor all your Piety nor Wit Shall lure it back to cancel 

half a Line, Nor all your Tears wash out a Word of it.”2 

Rest in peace my friend.  
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Present and past colleagues pay tribute to Nasir…… 

Sir Nasir's sudden passing completely shocked us. How does one say goodbye to 

not only a kind supervisor but a brother and a friend? We always found him 

working hard yet not letting anyone know the pressure he was under. We learnt 

from him how to hide your worries with a smile. When he was in a particularly jovial 

mood he even used to sing loudly! And sometimes he would clap after he had 

finished a difficult task! He will be forever missed, loved, and cherished. Our hearts 

and prayers go out to him and his family – may Allah bless him and keep in peace. 

We love you Sir! Things will not be the same without you!! 

Adnan Hassan, Umm-e-Mariya Shah, Shah Muhammad 

We've lost a very decent, hardworking colleague. It's difficult to believe he's here no 

more. He has been the backbone of SDPI, a very loyal and dedicated 

colleague.Nasir did not give us any time to bid him farewell nor did he give us a 

chance to express regrets if we had been harsh to him at any occasion. He devoted 

the last 14 years of his life to the Institute. May his soul rest in eternal peace and 

may his family and friends have the strength to bear this loss (Ameen). 

Uzma T. Haroon 

With you gone, your memories remain and so does the hope that one day when it is 

my time to leave I will meet you again and start exactly where we left off! You were 

SDPI's Atlas and you are one of the reasons that we continue to uphold the values 

of SDPI that were so dear to you. Rest in peace my friend, you will always be 

remembered as a person who spread truth and love and who truly lived for others. 

You only meet someone of his stature and character once in a lifetime.  

Ayesha Salman 

We have lost a great human being, a true angel! 

Atif Raheem 
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One of our sweetest of colleagues. He was like a flower and remained a fresh flower 

for over fourteen years to all his colleagues at the institute. Wherever he moved 

within SDPI carried with him his most refreshing smile and warmth to all he 

interacted with. 

Mahmood Khwaja 

He will be remembered for his dedication to the institute, his modesty, gentleness, 

friendliness and respect for all.  

Muhammad Yasin 

They say in the "professional world" that everyone is "replaceable".. but they are 

wrong. He was and will remain irreplaceable. A warm, wonderful, caring man. SDPI 

family has lost its most precious and dedicated gem. 

Sarah Saddiq 

He was such a lovely person. SDPI will miss him terribly. 

Villy Guzder 

His warmth, hospitality, honest outlook and dependability are among the many 

things one looks forward to when returning to SDPI. Last minute work was never 

too much for him … you really don't find gentlemen like him and losing the few we 

have the privilege of sharing time with, is that much more painful.  

Faisal H. Shaheen 

He was the best first face to represent an organization like SDPI. … He was a 

trusted comrade and never disappointed anybody. … NO was not in his chemistry. 

… Yes, he is not replaceable as positions are filled but you can't replace a thorough 

gentleman like him. 

Sajid Kazmi 

He was a gem of a person. 

Shamil Shams 

It is only now that I learned that Nasir Khan has died. I was shocked to hear this. 

He was such a friendly and helpful person, and it was always nice to meet him. I 

offer my condolence to SDPI. 

Urs Geiser 

It was impossible not to like him, both as a person and as a professional. 

Zill-e-Ehsan 

He was one of the nicest people in SDPI. He was such a thorough gentleman and 

an extremely decent person.  
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Kiran Habib 

He was more than just a friend, he was such a kind person, the most loveable I 

would say in SDPI ..... SDPI has lost a wonderful asset and we are deprived of such 

a wonderful friend. 

Hafiz Wasim 

What an enormous loss this is, to the family and of course also to SDPI 

Peter Taylor 

During my life time and career, I lost so people close to me and loved ones but the 

sad demise of Nasir Khan has left in me deep feelings of loss and grief which I 

cannot fully express in words. He possessed a rare combination of humane virtues: 

he was decent, cooperative and fair and had a mature approach and a strong 

dedication to his profession and institution which made him very close to our 

hearts. 

Nazre Hyder 

Without him, life would not be the same especially in the times when you are 

clueless, helpless, at the cross-roads of something important and desperately need 

someone like 

him to help, guide and support you. … his incomparable friendship, love, care, 

affection as well as professional services to us will be deeply missed. 

Faisal Gorchani 

An unforgettable colleague, friend and most of all a kind human being. His absence 

will always be felt in our lives. 
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Mome Saleem 

I recall meeting him on several occasions and each time he impressed me with his 

dedication and commitment for SDPI. It is an unbearable loss. 

Shafqat Saeed 

He was a fine human being and a dear colleague.  

Saba Gul Khattak 

A very sincere friend will always be remembered.  

Ali Aamer 

He was such a committed, sincere and nice person. 

Nazima Shaheen 

True friends never die and you will be always be alive in our hearts. 

Arshad Khurshid 

Nasir came across as a very serene personality. Even under full blow of work related 

pressure I always saw him very coherent and organized – a trait that is only achieved 

through will and experience.  

Vaqar Ahmad 

He was humble and caring. He was always so encouraging I felt like he was a shelter 

for me. I knew that I could confide in him at any time and he would give me the 

best advice without judging me. I feel so lonely in the office without him. I still can't 

believe he has gone.  
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Sadia Yousafi 

A dedicated professional and custodian of institutional memory, wonderful 

colleague and selfless friend, Nasir belonged to that rare breed of humans whom 

you could trust for any matter. He was always there to celebrate our successes, 

console us if we failed and give us advice in the Abdul Nasir Khan is (was) 

indispensable. 

Saira Kanwal 

Everyone who knew him, loved him. This is a personal loss to me and I cannot 

believe he is gone. 

Gulbaz Khan 

He was a diamond. I miss him every moment of the day. He used to advise us all 

the time and call the younger staff his “children”. Who will mentor us now? 

Dilawar Nazir 

He was a gentleman and a generous person really and truly un-forgettable. 

Hamid Rashid Pirzada 

I spent some wonderful times with him. He treated us like his brothers. He was my 

mentor and I miss him. 

Anderyas Yousaf 

Nasir khan was a rare personality. His gentleness, commitment and dedication to 

purpose and objective were unprecedented traits. 

Talimand Khan 

No amount of praise is enough for Nasir. He had empathy for the poor, he always 

had time for everyone. It is an immense loss for us. For centuries there will not be 

another like him. The love that he gave us cannot be equaled. I am currently writing 

a book of poems in his memory which I hope to have published shortly. It is my 

small contribution, my tribute to Nasir.  

Asif Abbas 

I pray that Nasir finds a place in heaven. I remember often when he used to come 

into the office he would stop while I was working in the garden and say, “Riaz beta 

why aren't you wearing a sweater? It's cold outside.” The things other people didn't 

notice, Nasir always would. No one will be able to take care of us in the same way. 

We have lost our shelter. 

Muhammad Riaz 

I simply cannot get this out of my mind. And it refuses to sink in. Every time I came 

to SDPI he was my first stop. The love and warmth with which he received me, I 

will never forget. Lost a great human being…. much too soon and abruptly.  
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Moeed Yusuf 

I lost a friend and a guide, and in disbelief am searching everywhere for his traces. I 

find them on peoples faces and smiles, in that deafening silence of recollection. This 

is but one life, we have but one avtaar, choose wisely! Rest in peace Nasir Khan! 

Imrana Niazi 

Nasir was a sterling human being. He was honest and hard working and he was a 

friend. He always treated his professional life as if it were his personal life, remaining 

dedicated and committed to his work until the end. May his soul go to heaven. 

Mumtaz Hussain 

Nasir was a kind and decent human being. We will miss him forever. 

Muhammad Khurshid 
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Annexure: 1 

List of Publications 2012 

Policy Paper Series 

� Climate Change and National Security 

Shakeel Ahmad Ramay and Mome Saleem 

August 2012 (P-39) 

Working Paper Series 

� Air Pollution Reduction and Control in South Asia 

Mahmood A. Khwaja, Faiqa Umer, Nazima Shaheen, Anusha Sherazi and Faisal 

Haq Shaheen May 2012 (W-121) 

� A New Methodological Framework for Measuring Poverty in Pakistan 

Arif Naveed and Tanweer-ul-Islam 

May 2012 (W-122) 

� Attitude of Female Teachers towards Religious Minorities: A Case Study of KP 

Female Madrassas 

July 2012 (W-123) 

� Experiments With Industrial Policy: The Case of Pakistan 

July 2012 (W-124) 

� Livelihoods, Basic Services and Social Protection in North-Western Pakistan: 

Researching livelihoods and services affected by conflict. 

Babar Shahbaz, Qasim Ali Shah, Abid Q. Suleri, Steve Commins and Akbar Ali 

Malik 

August 2012 (W-5) 

Special Publications 

� Climate Change Adaptation: Introducing and Promoting Energy Efficient 

Technologies in the Flood Affected Remote Underdeveloped Rural Areas. 

Mumtaz Khan, Anusha Sherazi, Bakht Mohammad, Dr. Mahmood A. Khwaja 

January 2012 

� Clustered Deprivation: District Profile of Poverty in Pakistan 

Arif Naveed and Nazim Ali 

September 2012 

� Impact of 18th Amendment on Rule of Law and Drug Related Mandates in 

Pakistan 

December 2011 
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� Examining the Dimensions, Scale and Dynamics of all the illegal Economy: A 

Study of Pakistan in the Region 

December 2011 

� Equitable Education in Pakistan: Addressing Gender and Rural-Urban Gaps in 

Lower Secondary Education 

Fayyaz Yaseen Bhidal 

2012 

� Connecting the Dots: Education and Religious Discrimination in Pakistan 

A Study of Public Schools and Madrassas 

Azhar Hussain, Ahmad Salim and Arif Naveed 

November 2011 

� Corporate Social Responsibility: Studying the Sugar Production Process in 

Pakistan 

Anam Anwar Khan 

2012 

� Corporate Conscience 

CSR in Pakistan- A Study  

2011 

� Pakistan Power Sector Outlook: Appraisal of KESC in Post Privatization 

Period 

Engineer Arshad H Abbasi 

2012 
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Annexure 2 

SDPI Partner Organizations  

National Organizations  

1. Association for Humanitarian Development (AHD), Hyderabad, Sindh 

2. Aurat Foundation 

3. Badin Development and Research Organization (BDRO), Badin, Sindh 

4. Council of Social Sciences Pakistan (COSS)  

5. Human Development Foundation (HDF)  

6. Indus Development Foundation (IDF), Islamabad 

7. Journalists for Democracy and Human Rights  

8. Nida Pakistan  

9. OXFAM GB 

10. Pakistan Bio-resource Research Centre (PBRC), Islamabad 

11. Pakistan Poverty Alleviation Fund (PPAF)  

12. Rural Support Program Network (RSPN)  

13. Sahara Welfare Foundation (SWF), Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 

14. Sindh Rural Support Organization (SRSO)  

15. South Asia Partnership Pakistan 

16. Strengthening Democracy through Parliamentary Development (SDPD)  

17. Strengthening Participatory Organization (SPO) Pakistan 

18. Sungi Development Foundation 

19. Sustainable Agriculture Action group  

20. Sustainable Development Foundation  

21. The Chemical Society of Pakistan  

22. Women Action Forum (WAF) 

 

Regional  

1. Affiliated Network for Social Accountability (ANSA), Africa 

2. Affiliated Network for Social Accountability-South Asian Region (ANSA-SAR) 

, Bangladesh  

3. Asia Pacific Forum for Environment and Development (APFED), Japan 

4. Asia Watch on Trade, Economics and Environment (SAWTEE), Nepal 

5. Bangladesh Center for Advanced Studies (BCAS)- Bangladesh  

6. Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers Association (BELA), Dhaka, Bangladesh 

7. BRAC 

8. Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD), Bangladesh 

9. Centre for Poverty Analysis (CEPA), Sri Lanka  

10. Clean Air Initiative for Asian Cities (CAI-Asia) 

11. Climate Action Network South Asia (CANSA), Bangladesh 

12. Consumer Unity & Trust Society (CUTS), India 
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13. International Institute of Policy Studies, Sri Lanka  

14. Indian Council for Research on International Economic Relations (ICRIER), 

India 

15. Institute for Policy Studies (IPS), Sri Lanka 

16. Institute of Water Modelling (IWM), Dhaka, Bangladesh 

17. International Union for Conservation of Nature - IUCN, Sri Lanka 

18. Nepal Research Group, NCCR Asia, Nepal 

19. Prakruthi Centre for Policy Dialogue Bangladesh  

20. Prakruthi, India 

21. Research and Information System for Developing Countries (RIS), India 

22. SAARC Chamber of Commerce and Industry (SCCI), Pakistan 

23. South Asia Centre for Policy Studies (SACEPS), Nepal 

24. South Asian Network for Development and Environmental Economics 

(SANDEE), Nepal 

25. South Asian Network on Sustainability and Responsibility (SANSAR) 

26. The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI)- India 

27. Unnayan Onneshan, Bangladesh 

 

International   

1. Action Aid 

2. Agroscope Reckenholz - Tanikon Research Station (ART), Switzerland 

3. American Institute of Civil Engineers,  

4. Asia Pacific Network (APN), Japan  

5. Blacksmith Institute (BSI), New York 

6. Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue, Geneva 

7. Climate Service Centre, Hamburg, Germany 

8. Climate Service Partnership (CSP), Climate Service Centre, Hamburg, Germany 

9. Commonwealth Secretariat, UK 

10. COMSTECH, Islamabad 

11. CPB Netherlands Bureau for Economic Policy Analysis, Netherlands 

12. Development Alternative International (DAI), UK 

13. Department of International Environment and Development (NORAGRIC), 

UMB, Norway 

14. Deutsches Institut fur Entwicklungs-polilitik (DIE), Gemany 

15. East West Center (EWC), USA 

16. Energy Efficient Brick Production, Switzerland  

17. Friedrich Eibert Stiftung (FES) 

18. German Institute for Sustainable Development, Germany (GIE)  

19. German Society for International Cooperation (GIZ) 

20. Global Change Impact Study Center (GCISC)    

21. Hansalim COOP, Republic of Korea 

22. Heinrich Boll Stiftung (HBS) 

23. Henry L. Stimson Centre, USA 

24. Human Resources Professionals Association (HRPA), Canada 
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25. IMT Institute of Advanced Studies, Lucca, Italy    

26. Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES)- Japan  

27. Institute of Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI), Washington DC 

28. International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD), Nepal 

29. International Centre for Religion & Diplomacy (ICRD), Washington DC  

30. International Development Research Centre (IDRC)- Canada  

31. International Food Policy Research Institute, USA 

32. International POPs Elimination Network (IPEN) 

33. International Rain Harvesting 

34. International Society of Doctors for Environment (ISDE)  

35. Minority Rights Group International, UK 

36. National Center for Competence in Research (North-South), Switzerland  

37. National Centres of Competence in Research (NCCR), Swiss 

38. NGO Ship-breaking Platform, Brussels, Belgium 

39. Pacific Basin Consortium for Environment and Health Sciences (PBC), US 

40. Partnership for Economic Policy (PEP), Canada. 

41. PLAN International 

42. Rural Economy Research Centre, Irish Food & Agriculture Authority, Ireland 

43. Save the Children (UK)  

44. Social Science Research Center (WZB), Germany 

45. Stimson Center, Washington, DC, USA 

46. Swedish Standards Institute (SIS), Stockholm, Sweden 

47. Swedish Standards Institute (SIS), Stockholm, Sweden 

48. Switzerland National Science Foundation (SNSD), Switzerland 

49. Such For Common Ground (SFCG) 

50. Terra Global Capital, LLC, USA 

51. The Asia Foundation 

52. The Royal Society, London, UK 

53. The World Bank 

54. United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 

55. United States Institute for Peace, Washington DC 

56. UN-REDD Programme, Switzerland 

57. USA & South Asian Consortium for International Waters (SaciWATERS), 

Hyderabad, India 

58. World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), Switzerland 

59. World Wise Fund for Nature- Pakistan (WWF-P) 

60. Zero Mercury Working Group (ZMWG) 

 

UN Agencies  

1. Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)  

2. International Labor Organization (ILO)  

3. UNEP National Committee of Republic of Korea 

4. United Nation Development Programme (UNDP) 
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5. United Nations Economic & Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific  

6. United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF)   

7. United Nations Environment Program Asia Pacific (UNEP- ROAP)  

8. United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP) 

9. United Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) 

10. United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) 

11. United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) 

12. UNWomen  

13. United Nations World Food Program (WFP) 

Universities 

1. Bahauddin Zakaryia University (BZU), Multan 

2. COMSATS Institute of Information Technology 

3. FC University, Lahore 

4. Government College University, Lahore 

5. International Islamic University (IIU), Islamabad 

6. Lahore University of Management Sciences (LUMS) 

7. Louisiana State University, USA 

8. Mannheim University, Germany 

9. National University of Ireland  

10. PMAS Arid Agriculture University, Rawalpindi 

11. Purdue University, USA 

12. SZABIST University, Islamabad  

13. University College of Agriculture, Azad Jammu & Kashmir  

14. University of Agriculture, Faisalabad 

15. University of Bradford 

16. University of Hamburg, CLISEP, Germany 

17. University of Kathmandu, Nepal   

18. University of Laval, Canada 

19. University of Peshawar  

20. University of Sargodha (UOS),  Sargodha 

21. University of Zurich, Switzerland 

Ministries/ Government Department  

1. Environment Protection Agency, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 

2. Ministry of Climate Change (MOCC) 

3. Ministry of Commerce, Government of Pakistan 

4. Ministry of Minority Affairs (MoMA) 

5. Ministry of National Food Security and Research 

6. National Rural Support Program (NRSP)  

7. Pakistan Council for Renewable Energy Technologies (PCRET) 

8. Pakistan Engineering Council (PEC) 

9. Pakistan Institute of Development Economics (PIDE) 

10. Pakistan Planning & Management Institute (PPMI) 
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11. Pakistan Standards and Quality Control Authority (PSQCA) 

12. Planning Commission of Pakistan 

13. Punjab Forestry Research Institute  (PFRI), Faisalabad 

Bilateral Development Agencies  

1. Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) 

2. Department for International Development- UKaid 

3. Embassy of France in Pakistan 

4. Overseas Development Institute (ODI)  
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Annexure 3 

Seminars 

Climate Change and Environment 

Pakistan-India Track II, (Climate) Change for Peace  

(3-day International Conference) 13th–15th February, 2012 

First Day: Bilateral cooperation between Pakistan and India can turn the climate 

change threat into an opportunity for ensuring peace and prosperity in both the 

countries as well as in South Asia, said delegates from India and Pakistan. They 

called for a continuous dialogue in order to devise a regional strategy to deal with 

the existential threat of climate change and to provide a participatory and policy-

oriented assessment of environment, natural resources and their implications for 

South Asia.  

Second Day: Delegates said South Asian countries can benefit from each other 

through collaboration on acquiring green renewable energy. They also proposed to 

have shared positions at the international negotiations besides joint research and 

regional planning to address the climate change issue.  

Third Day: Stakeholders adopted a resolution on ‘Track-II Dialogue on (Climate) 

Change for peace’ and urged India and Pakistan to work together to address  

common challenges posed by the climate change in order to achieve food and 

energy security, sustainable livelihoods, conservation of biodiversity, enhanced water 

use efficiency, promotion of low carbon sustainable development and building 

resilient communities and networks.  They said both the countries need to work 

together to ensure universal access to sustainable and affordable energy, promote 

green energy, and establish of South Asian Energy Grid.  

Climate Change and Siachen Glacier: A Global Challenge  

(Research-based seminar) 16 April, 2012 

Speakers called for the complete demilitarization of Siachen Glacier for a better 

future of people in South Asia.  They argued that the glacier is fast melting due to 

heavy military presence and activities there besides the global warming and black 

carbon as the other contributing factors. They demanded preservation of the glacier 

by turning it into a peace park. 

Climate Change and Ecosystem Assessment of Central Karakoram National 

Park Region, GB (Consultation) 07 June, 2012  

Speakers called for the conservation of ecosystem in the CKNP in Gilgit-Biltistan. 

They demanded of the government to establish a steering committee of 

stakeholders under the preview of Ministry of Climate Change to protect 

biodiversity in the region. A study on ecosystem assessment of CKNP region was 
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also presented at the consultation. The study highlights drastic climatic changes in 

the region. It point outs that CKNP region has become warmer due to increased 

rainfalls, changed snow patterns and less intensity of winter season. The study also 

shows that fauna and flora of the region is under threat due to loss of plant species, 

less fruit production, and threat to endangered species mostly because of human 

interferences and deforestation. 

Climate Change Policy and Pre-Monsoon Institutional Response (Consultation j 

25 July, 2012  

Experts at a consultation jointly organized by SDPI and SPO said that Pakistan is 

working on a plan to provide disaster risk insurance to its 180 million populations. It 

would be the biggest ever insurance venture anywhere in the world, they said, 

adding that the National Climate Change Policy 2011 will not make an impact 

without integrated institutional efforts and coordinated approach.  

Environment, Society and Sustainable Development (Book Launch) 27 August, 

2012  

Speakers said environmental literature in Urdu can be more effective in 

creating awareness and educating people about nature. They stressed the need for 

sensitizing youth on environmental conservation and called for inclusion of 

environmental preservation in curriculum.  

They also called upon the political parties to include ecological preservation in their 

manifestos and suggested to translate environmental laws into Urdu, especially 

Pakistan Environment Protection Act.  

SDPI Call on World Leaders to support a legally Binding agreement on Mercury 

(Media Briefing) 04 September, 2012  

Media was informed that SDPI would move a motion for a global treaty to the 

upcoming IUCN “Global Conservation Congress 2012” to be held in Jejo, Korea 

this month. “The resolution calls for measures to reduce and eliminate the use of 

mercury and ask for a mandatory National Implementation Plan to ensure the 

effective implementation of treaty.  

South Asian Summer Monsoon in 21
st

 Century, 01 October, 2012  

Experts said high resolution climate models have predicted weakening of summer 

monsoon precipitation over South Asia by end of 21st century. They also said that 

variability of onset and duration of the summer monsoon exerts a strong control on 

water resources, agriculture, economics, ecosystems, and human mortality 

throughout South Asia. 
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Corporate Social Responsibility  

Community of Practices on Social Accountability Tools in Pakistan (In-country 

Consultation Meeting) 09 February, 2012  

Speakers at a roundtable demanded constructive civic engagement between 

government and citizens to follow the principles of democratic governance.  They 

also underscored youth involvement to ensure effective social accountability, as 68 

per cent of Pakistan’s population is below the age of 30. They called upon civil 

society to have a common platform and devise and initiate collectively efforts to 

bridge the widening gaps between the public expectations and existing deteriorating 

situation of service delivery by the state. They said that there is need to build mutual 

accountability mechanisms where all stakeholders are accountable to each other. 

Social Accountability Stock-taking in Pakistan (Roundtable Consultation) 16 

February, 2012  

Speakers demanded constructive civic engagement between government and 

citizens towards strengthening the principles of democratic governance. They also 

underscored the need for youth involvement to ensure effective social accountability 

as 68 percent of Pakistan’s population is below the age of 30. They said softer image 

of accountability is desired so that all stakeholders including government, civil 

society, and business community can recognize their roles and responsibilities.  

The state of CSR in Pakistan – an illustrative example of sugar production 

(Consultation and Report Launch) 03 July, 2012  

Experts, on the launching ceremony a report ‘The State of CSR in Pakistan - an 

Illustrative Example of Sugar Production’, said that corporate sector needs to 

transform itself into a socially responsible entity for pro-poor growth and overall 

welfare of the society. They said that philanthropy, benevolence and corporate social 

responsibility (CSR) must not be treated equally and should be looked upon more 

consciously. They said mere rhetoric and advertisement campaigns by business 

companies in Pakistan cannot be classified into CSR and there is a need to have a 

structured approach while exploring the linkages between people, profit and 

prosperity.  

Peace through Profit: Peace-building through Corporate Social Responsibility 

(CSR) in Pakistan (Seminar) 06 August, 2012  

Speakers said the government, corporate sector and civil society need to work 

together for an effective implementation of corporate social responsibility concept. 

They said the corporate sector can play a vital role in conflict resolution through 

leveraging its position, skills, resources and wider support network.  
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Trade 

Cost of Economic Non-Cooperation to Consumers in South Asia, 26 March 

2012  

(Media Briefing on The study) 

Trade liberalisation among South Asian countries could yield $2 billion a year, said 

experts. Sharing the findings of the study, the speakers said Asia, despite being 

home to most of the world’s poor and conflict-ridden, is the least economically 

integrated region in the world which results in higher costs to consumers on 

account of costlier imports from outside the region. The study says, though Pakistan 

receives only 10.5 % of total gains, the lowest in region, it stands to save 59.04% on 

its current import expenditure on selected products. 

 

Energy Governance 

Deepening Crisis of Energy, Economy and Stability: Where do the Poor Stand?  

(Seminar) 02 Jan, 2012  

Experts said inequality, energy crisis and poor governance had threatened stability 

and security of the country, that’s why social justice and pro-poor governance are 

must for a peaceful and prosperous future. They said Pakistan is on the verge of 

fiscal crisis and recommended reduction on CNG reliance, enhancement in the 

usage of alternate energy sources such as solar power, LPG import and revision of 

oil exploration policy. 

Patterns of Electricity Consumption: Evidence from Sweden and Norway  

(Talk) 25 July, 2012  

This paper examines the impact of daylight saving time (DST) on electricity 

consumption in southern Norway and Sweden. As DST was implemented in both 

the countries in 1980, we do not have a clear counter factual in the form of a 

control period to identify the impact of DST directly with before and after or with 

and without analysis. This problem in the study is resolved by using ‘‘equivalent day 

normalization technique’’ to identify the impact of DST.  

Pakistan Power Sector Outlook: Appraisal of KESC in Post Privatization Period 

(Book Launch) 17 August, 2012 

The study highlighted the inefficiencies in power production, chronic line losses as 

well as negligence of national regulator, NEPRA, due to which prevails energy crisis 

in Karachi Electric Supply Company (KESC). The study shows that thermal power 

plants are operating at very low efficiency and consuming very high quantity of fuel 

to generate per unit electricity.  
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It suggests the only way to come out of this crisis is to invest and buy affordable 

electricity from hydro power, improve fuel efficiency of power plants and introduce 

‘smart grid’ with advanced metering system.   

 

Gender 

Gender Based Explosion: The Nexus between Muslim Masculinities, Jihadist 

Islamism and Terrorism  

(Book Launch) 21 May, 2012 

Speakers said that counter-terrorism efforts need to move away from militarism-

based approach to people-centered, gendered sensitive and sustainable 

interventions. They argued that masculinity dimension has been under-research in 

relation to global security and terrorism. They further said: “In Muslim societies, 

social, economic and political oppression coupled with culturally-idealized gender 

constructs influence men towards militant Islamism and terrorism”.   

Locating Men in Women Rights Activism: Launch of Research Study on 

Masculinities  

( Seminar/ Research Launch) 22 October, 2012 

Speakers said masculinity is a complex terrain where Men’s lives and gendered 

experiences have exhibited contradictions. They said violence in the lives of men 

seems to be a common influence in shaping and motivating his actions. “The study 

speaks of unstable nature of masculine identities and power relationships.   

 

Economy 

Impact of current political deadlock on Pakistan’s economy  

(Seminar) 23 January, 2012 

Speakers said due to current political turmoil, state machinery is not functioning 

well. They called for strengthening of democracy and normalization of civil-military 

equation. Urging political parties to declare their manifestos they said political 

instability results in economic instability and breeds corruption, mismanagement and 

bad governance. 
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Industrial Relations Act (IRA) 2012  

(Seminar) 09 May, 2012  

Expressing concerns over some parts of the 18th Amendment, they said devolution 

of Workers Welfare Fund and Employees Old Age Benefits Fund would affect the 

labour community having weak financial positions in smaller provinces. 

South Asia Economic Summit 2012  

(Media Briefing) 03 September, 2012  

Media was informed that the summit would discuss chronic economic challenges 

faced by South Asia and find solutions to cope with regional sustainable 

development goals. The summit marks one of the largest convergences of high level 

policy makers in Pakistan.  

Does Aid Cause Conflict?  

(Seminar) 25 September, 2012 

Speakers said donors’ pursuit of strategic agenda and conditions create conflicts 

whereas recipients have to face after effects of inappropriate strategy and wait for 

more aid to undertake expensive reforms. They said that strategically tied aid brings 

money and relaxes revenue constraints but takes the power away to pursue 

indigenous policy-making.  

 

Governance  

How Good Governance could be introduced at Micro-level?  

(Special Seminar) 18 February, 2012 

Speakers said there were certain pre-requisite to improve the governance at micro-

level, which included making an express resolve, following it with concrete actions, 

openness to suggestions and consultation, willingness to admit and correct mistakes 

and leading by example. 

Governance for Human Development: Issues and Good practices  

(Lecture) 30 March, 2012 

Experts said no country can progress without focusing on human development but 

the successive governments have miserably failed to improve governance due to 

lack of vision at policy level, absence of competence and commitment by political 

and bureaucratic management, and the presence of a strong feudal culture. 
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Pakistan Mein Riyasti Ashrafiya Ka Urooj (The Rise of State Aristocracy in 

Pakistan)  

(Book Launch) 16 July, 2012 

Speakers said that Pakistan’s ruling elite is the biggest obstacle in way of supremacy 

of the Constitution and rule of law in the country. They said Pakistani Ashrafiya, 

including politicians, establishment and bureaucracy, has made the Constitution 

subservient to their personal interests while ignoring the fundamental rights of 

ordinary citizens. Blaming politicians and political parties for the formation of Riaysti 

Ashrafiy, the speakers said only the politicians and political parties have the 

constitutional right to rule but they have failed to deliver. 

Drone strikes: Are Operational Concerns Guiding Strategy?  

(Roundtable Discussion) 04
th

 October, 2012 

There is a need for clear international legal, operational and ethical framework for 

the use of drone strikes in any part of the world. Experts said there is no way US 

can give drone technology to Pakistan as it involves access to sophisticated satellite 

network, which is not possible at any stage. They called the drone strikes as 

unethical, illegal and a severe violation of international law. Highlighting lack of 

transparency and accountability in drone strikes, they said, international law does 

not allow spy agencies to conduct militarized operation in sovereign countries. 

 

Education 

Education and Human Development  

(Seminar) 06 February, 2012  

Experts said sustainable human and economic development can only be achieved by 

investing in education sector. They said poverty and ignorance are the biggest evils. 

They sought an increase in education budget from 1.5 to 5 per cent. 

Right to Education and Social Accountability  

(Seminar) 12 March, 2012 

Speakers urged people to make provincial governments accountable for legislation 

on ensuring quality education for all as promised in the Constitution. Through 

article 25-A of 18th amendment.  They stressed on firm implementation of 

legislation, increased educational budget and its efficient spending. 
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Social Accountability in Education through Citizens Report Card (CRC)  

(Seminar/Launch of CRC Report) 25 June, 2012  

Speakers said that the quality research on education is the need of hour and an 

organized civil society effort complemented with a responsible role of media is vital 

to engage political leadership for political ownership of education and bring 

education into public debate. 

 

Health  

Impact of Climate Change on Human Health  

(Lecture) 19 March, 2012 

Speakers said rising temperatures and more frequent droughts and floods can 

compromise food security. They said an increase in severe malnutrition was 

expected especially in those countries where large populations depend on rain-fed 

subsistence farming. They said, more frequent extreme weather events mean more 

potential deaths and injuries caused by storms and floods. 

National Zero Hunger Action Plan  

(Panel Discussion) 24 April, 2012 

Experts said the plan was a right and timely initiative towards addressing hunger and 

malnutrition issues in the country. Participants were informed that the five-year plan 

with a cost of 16 billion US dollars aims at to access 61 million food insecure people 

across the country. The plan includes provision of nutritious & fortified food items 

to mal-nourished children, pregnant women and primary schoolchildren. 

Food Security and Nutrition Assessment Study  

(MoU Signing Ceremony between WFP and SDPI) 27July, 2012 

 

Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) and UN World Food Program 

(WFP) signed a Memorandum of Understanding to produce an assessment on food 

security and nutrition problems in Pakistan.  The study which draws upon data 

collected in districts and regions across Pakistan is commissioned by the Ministry of 

National Food Security and Research. 

Food Security and Nutrition Assessment Study 2012  

(Inception meeting) 07 August, 2012 

Participants said the study would provide strong evidences for better policy 

decisions to address hunger and malnutrition issues in the country. They suggested 
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an analysis of the demographic survey of the study, close interaction with disaster 

management bodies, consultation with provinces, exploring the causes of food 

insecurity, embedding the gender dimension and mapping the impact of rural urban 

migration to understand food insecurity in Pakistan. 

 

Peace & Conflict 

Applying Conflict Sensitivity in Emergency Response: Current Prices and Way 

forward (Research Study launch) 16 January, 2012  

Experts said humanitarian assistance without conflict sensitivity can cause or 

aggravate tensions and conflicts and may end up doing more harm than good. The 

study identifies good practices, gaps and ways to integrate CSA across emergency 

programming cycle. The study concludes that there are clear opportunities for 

synergy between conflict sensitivity integration and the emergency capacity-building 

initiatives currently ongoing within many agencies. 

Pre-Budget 2012-13 

(Seminar) 30
 
April, 2012 

Fiscal deficit, increase in inflation, energy crisis and debt-servicing will be key 

challenges in the budget 2012-13, said speakers. They suggested to the government 

to increase revenues by widening tax base, reduce corporate tax rate, taxation on 

remittances, targeted subsidies, ensure energy sustainability, macro-economic 

reforms, reduction in circular debt and ensure budgetary safeguards for industry 

after opening trade with India. 

Development Priorities in Federal Budget 2012-13  

(Special seminar) 23 May, 2012 

Speakers urged the government to reorient PSDP with pro-poor growth and 

governance reforms along with investment on infrastructure development. They 

said redistribution of wealth, enhancement of provinces’ resource mobilization 

capacity, integration of rail-road infrastructure, and a balance in energy mix by 

reducing massive reliance from oil to renewable energy resources should be the 

priorities in the forthcoming budget. 

Rapid Assessment of Budget 2012-13  

(Seminar) 04
th

 June, 2012 

Federal budget 2012-13 is a politically-motivated traditional annual exercise, which 

will have no positive impact on pro-poor growth and poverty reduction in the 

country, said economic experts. They said lower tax to GDP ratio, over 1 trillion 

budget deficit, uncertain economic growth and increasing magnitude of poverty, 
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state’s inability to tax the powerful ruling elite, massive mis-match in allocations and 

priorities, and conservatively estimated direct costs of US$ 21.2 billion of mis-

governance will continue to pose severe challenges to country’s economy and 

sustainable future.  

 

Political Economy of Research 

Pre-Budget 2012-13  

(Seminar) 30 April, 2012   

Fiscal deficit, increase in inflation, energy crisis and debt-servicing will be key 

challenges in the budget 2012-13, said speakers. They suggested to the government 

to increase revenues by widening tax base, reduce corporate tax rate, taxation on 

remittances, targeted subsidies, ensure energy sustainability, macro-economic 

reforms, reduction in circular debt and ensure budgetary safeguards for industry 

after opening trade with India. 

Development Priorities in Federal Budget 2012-13  

(Special seminar) 23 May, 2012 

Speakers urged the government to reorient PSDP with pro-poor growth and 

governance reforms along with investment on infrastructure development. They 

said redistribution of wealth, enhancement of provinces’ resource mobilization 

capacity, integration of rail-road infrastructure, and a balance in energy mix by 

reducing massive reliance from oil to renewable energy resources should be the 

priorities in the forthcoming budget. 

Rapid Assessment of Budget 2012-13  

(Seminar) 04
t
June, 2012 

Federal budget 2012-13 is a politically-motivated traditional annual exercise, which 

will have no positive impact on pro-poor growth and poverty reduction in the 

country, said economic experts. They said lower tax to GDP ratio, over 1 trillion 

budget deficit, uncertain economic growth and increasing magnitude of poverty, 

state’s inability to tax the powerful ruling elite, massive mis-match in allocations and 

priorities, and conservatively estimated direct costs of US$ 21.2 billion of mis-

governance will continue to pose severe challenges to country’s economy and 

sustainable future.  
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 Migration  

Highly Educated Emigration from Low Income Countries: Turning Pain to Gain  

(Lecture) 09 July, 2012 

Low income countries are suffering due to emigration of highly skilled and educated 

people to the high income countries. To stop this brain drain, the state can play a 

proactive role to tap the potentials of highly educated diaspora. This was the crux of 

a lecture delivered on the occasion of SDPI 20 years celebrations. 

 

Poverty Alleviation 

Examining the dimensions, scale and dynamics of the illegal economy: A study 

of Pakistan in the region  

(Research study launch) 27 January, 2012 

Highlighting organized crime, their networks, funding and lack of international 

cooperation to curb heinous crimes, speakers urged the western countries to help 

Pakistan improve its law-enforcement agencies through sharing of expertise, 

equipments and training. They suggested forming an international body to probe the 

primary sources of funding for terrorist organizations. The said world should pay 

immediate attention to growing poverty and inequality. 

Clustered District Profile of Poverty in Pakistan/ Rediscovering Our Common 

Wealth  

(Book Launch /Lecture) 24 September, 2012  

Participants at the launching of a study were informed that 33 per cent households 

(58.7 million Pakistanis) live below the poverty line.  According to the study, 

Balochistan is the poorest of all provinces with 52 per cent population living below 

the poverty line, followed by Sindh with 33 per cent, KP 32 per cent and the Punjab 

19 per cent.  

Dr Geof Wood, delivering a lecture, said sustainability and long-term wellbeing is an 

equality issue. He said human’s personal sense of wellbeing is reliant upon those 

around us. Likewise, in future, the wellbeing of our descendants will depend upon 

the wellbeing of their contemporaries. 

Measuring Poverty in Small Areas: How Low Can You Go?  

(Lecture to Mark World Poverty Day) 15 October, 2012 

Experts highlighted the role of Small Area Estimation (SAE) in understanding the 

dimensions and finer details of poverty.  They said, large-scale national surveys are 
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usually unable to provide detailed information at local level, which necessities the 

use of “Small Area Estimate”, a technique that provides reliable estimates from 

lower geographic level by using statistical modeling. 

 

Miscellaneous   

Celebrations of 20th Anniversary of SDPI (1992-2012)  

(Special Lecture on the completion of 20 years of SDPI) 11 February, 2012 

Speakers said SDPI and other global think-tanks are playing remarkable role in 

development sector through policy their policy advice and bringing stakeholders 

together. They said, in the 70s, think-tanks emerged across the world as social 

sciences performed more collaborative work. “In fact, discontinuity in traditional 

thought and the realization that problems are no longer national accelerated the 

momentum of emergence of think tanks phenomenon,” they said. 

ICTs for All: 2015  

(Seminar) 27  February, 2012  

Proposing Pakistan Vision 2015, Experts said Pakistan has made rapid progress 

in ICT sector as Information Technology has been deeply penetrated into today’s 

life. "However, in Pakistan, teledensity is restricted to urban areas, showing a 

significant digital divide. 

Reference for Abdul Nasir Khan  

(Special Event) 09
 
April, 2012 

Rich tributes were paid to SDPI staffer, Abdul Nasir Khan, who died on March 4, 

2012 due to cardiac arrest. The participants said Nasir Khan was an inspiring 

personality and an excellent human being. They said his services would be long 

remembered as a thorough professional. 

Blue Dust: Unveiling Taboos  

(Book Launch) 23 April March, 2012  

Speakers said the books like, Blue Dust, are required not only to break taboos in the 

society but also to lend voice to victims of child sexual abuse, violence against 

women and religious discrimination. They said the book is an emotional and cultural 

journey that maps the relationships, dreams and fears of three generations of a 

family living in Pakistan and the Middle East. 

 

 



ANNUAL REP ANNUAL REPORT 2012 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT POLICY INSTITUTE 21 

Media: A Catalyst for Change  

(Seminar) 07 May, 2012 

Speakers said though media has become a powerful factor in term of its ability to 

shape up the narratives, it is simultaneously facilitating the overall change process as 

well as promoting status-quo. They said media has a weak reformist role as its 

functioning is largely dominated by the commercial interests. 

Introduction of SDPI Youth Ambassador for Rio+20  

(Media Briefing on World Environment Day) 05 June, 2012 

Participants were introduced with a 15-year old student, Ali Shahbaz, who was to 

participate in Rio+20 as SDPI’s youth ambassador. Media was also informed that 

Ali would represent youth as part of Pakistan’s official delegation. 

Media and the Issue of Professional Ethics  

(Seminar) 11 June, 2012 

Ethics’ agreed  that despite serious barriers originating from the weak state 

machinery and corporate-interest dominated media owners, essentially it is the 

responsibility of media itself to follow media ethics to provide unhindered flow of 

information to public. Experts said, exercise of professional ethics is equally 

important for media itself for honest, accurate, objective and fair reporting.   

'Manto’s Uncle Sam in his time, and in ours'  

(Seminar) 18 June, 2012 

Speakers said Manto’s famous letters to Uncle Sam are of great importance as they 

reflect Pakistan’s foreign policy and its dependency on the US. “In the face of 

threats from imperialists and fundamentalists alike, Manto continued to write about 

how, he thought, the Muslims were being armed to counter communist threat,” they 

said, adding that Manto is as astonishingly prescient today as he was in his own 

times and it is necessary to rescue and revive the authentic Manto today.  

Taraqqi Pasand Tanqeed, Nasar-e-Rasheed Jahan and Mukhtar Saddiqui: 

Representative of Neo-Classical Tradition  

(Book Launch) 13 August, 2012 

Speakers appreciated the literary works of Dr Humaira Ishfaq on progressive writing 

movement in India and Pakistan. 

Briefing the audience about the books, she said: “Books give opportunity to authors 

to express their feelings.” These books not only provide a window to peep into the 

past progressive movements but also give an insight regarding the lives of 

progressive writers like Rasheed Jahan and  Mukhtar Saddiqui. 
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Media for Peace  

(Training Workshop) 08
-09

 October, 2012 

Media carries immense power to transform a conflict by enabling peace through 

balanced, ethical and responsible reporting that promotes tolerance against hate. 

The panelists discussed current media practices in coverage of conflicts at 

international, regional and national levels. They talked about self-censorship and 

accountability in media, and argued that accurate and unbiased reporting coupled 

with professional ethics can be useful in reducing conflicts. 
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Annexure 4 

SDPI Staff 

Sr. No Name    Designation 

1 Abdur Rehman Shaheen   Accounts Officer 

2 Afsheen Naz   Research Assistant 

3 Ali Aamer Javed   Associate Coordinator AS RC 

4 Ali Nouman Akhtar  Intern 

5 Amber Tasawwur  HR Assistant 

6 Anam Anwar Khan  Research Associate 

7 Ansar Mahmood Janjua  Admin and Logistic Manager 

8 Arshad H Abbasi  Advisor Water & Renewable Energy 

9 Asad Ali Khan   Associate Producer 

10 Asad Raza Shah   Assistat Training Manager  

11 Asif Abbas   Security Guard 

12 Asif Mehmood   Prpgram Support Associate 

13 Asif Saeed Memon  M & E Expert 

14 Atif Rahim Khan  Sr. Capacity Building Specialist 

15 Benazir Chaudhry  SDC Assistant Coordinator 

16 Brig.M.Yasin   Advisor CCB 

17 Dilawar Nazir Masih  Office Helper 

18 Dr. Abid Qaiyum Suleri  Executive Director  

19 Dr. Mahmood A Khwaja  Senior Advisor SIDC 

20 Dr. Nazre Hyder  Senior Economic Advisor 

21 Dr. Vaqar Ahmad  Research Fellow 

22 Duaa Shabbir Sayed  Research Associate 

23 Ejaz Haider   Sr. Advisor Policy Outreach 

24 Erum Aly Haider  Research Associate 

25 Faisal Gorchani   Advocacy Coordinator 

26 Faisal Pervaiz   Consultant 

27 Fareeha Mehmood  Research Assistant 

28 Fatima Mansoor Associate  Producer 

29 Fayyaz Yaseen   Research Assistant 

30 Hamid Rashid Pirzada  Senior Internal Auditor 

31 Hamza Abbas   Project Associate 

32 Haseeb Anwar   Project Assistant 

33 Dr Humaira Ishfaq  Urdu Editor 

34 Humayun Farooq  HR Officer 

35 Imran Ali Khan   Cameraman 

36 Imran Khurram   Project Assistant 

37 Imrana Niazi   SDC Associate Coordinator 

38 Inderyas Masih   Mate 

39 Irina Mosel   Senior Researcher 
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40 Irum Erfan   Manager Human Resources 

41 Junaid Zahid   Advocacy Asistant 

42 Kanwar Muhammad Javed Iqbal Senior Research Associate 

43 Kashif Majeed Salik  Research Associate 

44 Kashif Yaqub   Mate 

45 Kashmala Chaudhary  Project Assistant 

46 Mehwish Akhtar   HR Associate 

47 Mohammad Arsalan  Project Assistant 

48 Mohammad Hussain  Driver 

49 Mome Saleem   Research Coordinator 

50 Muhammad Abdul Rehman Project Assistant 

51 Muhammad Adnan  Research Analyst 

52 Muhammad Akbar Ali Malik Research Assistant 

53 Muhammad Arif Naveed  Senior Research Associate 

54 Muhammad Haris  Intern 

55 Muhammad Ibrahim  Camera Man 

56 Muhammad Khurshid  Driver 

57 Muhammad Riaz  Driver 

58 Muhammad Salim Khawaja Sr. Research Edu. & Religious Diversity 

59 Muhammad Shaban  Finanace Manager 

60 Muhammad Shoaib  Associate Coordinator Policy Outreach 

61 Muhammad Sohaib  Project Assistant 

62 Muhammad Tahir Ali  Research Assistant 

63 Muhammad Zeeshan  Project Assistant 

64 Muhammad Zia Shams  IT Assisstant 

65 Mumtaz Hussain  Security Guard 

66 Rabbia Mufti   Advocacy Assistant 

67 Rabia Manzoor   Project Assistant 

68 Raja Taimur Hassan  Consultant 

69 Saad Rajput   Project Assistant 

70 Sadaf Liaquat   Project Assistant 

71 Sadia Ishfaq   Project Associate 

72 Sadia Sharif   Advocacy Officer 

73 Sadia Yousafi   Executive Support Officer 

74 Safwan Aziz Khan  Project Assistant 

75 Safyan Kakakhel   Research Assistant 

76 Saira Kanwal   Senior Manager Finance 

77 Saleem Khilji   English Editor 

78 Sehrish Jahangir   Project Assistant 

79 Shah Muhammad  Officer Web Supp. & Project Automation 

80 Shahid Rasool   Library Associate 

81 Shakeel Ahmed   Senior Research Associate 

82 Snober Butt   Receptionist 

83 Sohail Shahzad   Cameraman 

84 Syed Adnan Hassan  Associate Coordinator, NK MIS  
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85 Syed Mohsin Ali Kazmi  Associate Coordinator M & E 

86 Syeda Irum Bano Kazmi  Intern 

87 Tahir Ahmed   Head- Web Tv 

88 Talimand Khan   Survey Coordinator 

89 Umm-e-Maria Shah  Web Application Manager 

90 Uzma Tariq Haroon  Senior SDC Coordinator 

91 Wahid Ali   Gardener 

92 Yasir Hassan   Project Accountant 

93 Zill-i-Ehsan   Manager Training 
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Annexure 5 

 

 

Trainings Conducted from September 2011 to November 2012 

Course/ Workshop Title Date Conducted 

Citizen Report Card – A Tool for Good Governance  13-15 Sep 2011 

Monitoring & Evaluation of Projects 20-22 Sep 2011 

Communication and Presentaion Skills 4-6 Oct 2011 

Water, Sanitaion and Hygiene [WASH] 11-13 Oct 2011 

Leadership & Management Skills (IESCO) 17-20 Oct 2011 

Advance Microsoft Office 2007 [FFBL] 25-27 Oct 2011 

Applying PMBOK and RBM in Project Management 25-28 Oct 2011 

Community and Social Mobilization  27 - 30 Dec 2011 

Conflict Management and Negotiation Skills  21-22 Dec 2011 

Performance Management  28-Dec 2011 

Advocacy and Communication Skills - IESCO 11-12 Jan 2012 

Report Writing and Communicaiton Skills  - HelpAge 12-13 Jan 2012 

Results Based Management 17-20 Jan 2012 

MS Office 23-27 Jan 2012 

Finance for Non-Financial Professionals 01-03 Feb 2012 

Managerial Problems and Leadership - IESCO 07-09 Feb 2012 

MicroSoft Office - RNE 13-17 Feb 2012 

Conflict Management and Negotiation Skills 21-22 Feb 2012 

Communicaiton & Presentation Skills 29 Feb - 01 Mar 2012 

Advocacy and Communication Skills 29 Feb - 02 Mar 2012 

Effective Managemetn Skills for Office Professionals -  IESCO 13-15 March 2012 

Gender and Pro-Poor Analysis of Provincial Budget - Quetta 28-29 March 2012 

Handling Difficult Conversation Over the Telephone - BHC [Batch I] 20-Mar-12 

Handling Difficult Conversation Over the Telephone - BHC [Batch II] 22-Mar-12 

The Art of Report Writing  - Cohort I 06-08 March 2012 

The Art of Report Writing - Cohort II 27-29 March 2012 

Community and Social Mobilization  16-19 April 2012 

Team Building Strategies 26-27 April 2012 

MS Project for Aga Khan Foundation 17-19 May 2012 

Understanding How The Federal Budget 2012-13 Affects You June 07 2012 

Qualitative Research Methods 12-13 June 2012 12-13 June 2012 

Customer Focu For British High Commission 13-14 June 2012 

Interpersonal Skills for Teachers - ANSA 20-Jun-12 

Communication and Presentaion Skills 26-28 June 2012 
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Communicaiton & Presentation Skills 10-12 July 2012 

Peace Building - SFCG 16-20 July 2012 

Conflict Resolution & Negotiation Skill 29-30 August 2012 

SANDEE-SDPI Research and Writing Workshop 14-17 Sep 2012 

Leaders for Peace [SDPI-SFCG] Karachi 17-21 Sep 2012 

Effective Leadership in NGOs 19-20Sep 2012 

Mastering Powerpoint 2012 and Prezi Basics 26-27 Sep 2012 

Young Leaders For Peace 26-30 Sep 2012 

Essentials of Community & Social Mobilization 03-04 Oct 2012 

Media For Peace 08-09 Oct 2012 

Career Planning & Management 16-17 Oct 2012 

Strategic Human Resource Management 23-24 Oct 2012 

USIP-SDPI Training of Trainers on Conflict Resolution & Mediation For Leaders 13-14 Nov 2012 

Creating & Leading High Performing Teams 20-21 Nov 2012 
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Annexure 6 

List of Articles  

Published in the following National dailies 

� The News, Islamabad/Rawalpindi  

� Dawn, Islamabad 

� The Express Tribune, Islamabad 

� The Nation, Islamabad 

� Business Recorder, Islamabad 

� Daily Times, Islamabad 

� Pakistan Observer, Islamabad 

� The Statesman, Peshawar 
 

Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri 

1. An effort, still 
2. Beyond the boundary walls 
3. Food: 

Zeroing in on hunger 
4. Food for thought 
5. Get ready, it’s monsoon time! 
6. Going in circles 
7. 'Gentle' reminder 
8. Hunger:  

A National Security Threat 
9. Looking back in despair 
10. Renewed hopes for South Asia: 
11. The beginning has been made  
12. The 'illegal economy' is different from the informal, tax-evading 

economy: Business Recorder reported, Executive Director, SPDI 
13. The right lessons 
14. Under cover 
15. What the budget will do for Pakistanis 
16. Trade: 

Changing trade paradigm with India 
17. Food Security: 

Achieving Food Security requires public private partnership 
18. Energy: 

Drastic measures, needed to end power sector circular debt 
19. Economy: 

Time to act against elements involved in Illegal economy 
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Anusha Sherazi 

1. Pakistan needs energy revolution! 

Arshad H Abbasi 

1. IP pipeline: other options 

Afsheen Naz 

1. Missing the point 

Ejaz Haider 

1. The paradox reigns supreme 
2. KP’s counterterrorism plan — not what but how 
3. Make it big on Express Freely Tribune! 
4. Define relations with the US 
5. Warts and all 
6. Is Alastair Campbell a liar or a sucker? 
7. Getting it right is important 
8. Allen talks cooperation after ‘Salala tragedy’ 
9. Some realist advice for Hafiz Saeed 
10. The Laws of Thermostasis 
11. Another stupid twist in the Afghan game 
12. South Asia Economic Summit: more is better for survival! 
13. You can't grow 'em 
14. Drone on ... 
15. Some more on drones ... 
16. US, us and Afghanistan 
17. More of the same 
18. The Pervez Hoodbhoy-LUMS dispute 
19. Elites, paradox, and rules of the game 

Fareeha Mehmood 

1. The better option 

Fayyaz Yaseen 

1. Good Governance – Making governments socially accountability 
2. Poverty and Property Rights in Pakistan 
3. Economy – Can the govt. afford to remain indifferent 
4. Why Karo Kari still persists in Pakistan 
5. Why Karo Kari still persists in Pakistan 

Frederic Jenny and Pradeep Mehta 

1. SDC:  
Export cartels: any solutions?  
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Talimand Khan and Giovanna Gioli 

1. Vagaries of weather 

Gulbaz Ali Khan 

1. The Course to Accountability 
2. Local problem 
3. Role of Civil Society in Budget Process 

Mahmood A. Khwaja 

1. Legally bound to control pollution  
2. Poison in the air 
3. Industrial atmospherics 

Muhammad Adnan 

1. Drowning in debt 
2. Rupee under pressure 
3. Widening the deficit  
4. Now it goes… 
5. Crossing the poverty line 

Pradeep S Mehta and Abid Suleri 

1. Saying “no more” to cartels 
2. Cooperation: Bilateral challenges 

Raja Taimur Hassan 

1. The cost of inefficient solid waste management 
2. The Slow downfall of the telecom sector 
3. Save water to save Pakistan 

Dr Syed Nazre Hyder 

1. Loan : A chronicle of success and failure  

Dr Vaqar Ahmed 

1. No more mega projects please! 
2. No more mega projects please! 
3. Institutional memory must not rot in file cabinets: Interview: Head of 

Economic Growth Unit, SDPI 
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Annexure 7 
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